
 

Final Draft 1 Eddie Marsh 

Mexico Itinerary 

 
16-03-2003 to 30-03-2003 

 

Eddie Marsh, Mick Wright & Bob Walthew:- 

 
Sites and Reference numbers from Steve N G Howells book:- 

 

16/3:  Arrived Gatwick around 05.30am and dropped hire car opposite the 
departure terminal. Checked in and cleared security, breakfast from 
MacDonald’s. Slight delay boarding, but worse to follow the departure time 
was 07.40am, we were told that there was a technical fault and they were 
trying to fix it. It was serious and turned out to be a fuel leak that they could 
not fix. Therefore we had to wait for one of Air 2000 planes to return from 
Europe, which turned into a five-hour delay at least, a bad start. We got food 
vouchers due to the long delay. We finally got away about 13.00pm, the 
flight was ok, but had to refuel in the Caribbean, we arrived at Puerto 
Vallarta at around 22.40pm.  
It was chaos getting through Mexican customs as they were searching 
baggage for dairy products etc. We found the rep and she told us that all the 
car hire offices were closed and we would have to come back in the 
morning, she gave us our hotel vouchers and guided us to a taxi, it was now 
past mid-night. This put our intended itinerary out of the window, bad 
news!!!! 

 Night in Puerto Vallarta. 
  
17/3: We arrived at the Hotel Rosita at around 02.45am and we checked in; we 

got settled in our rooms around 03.00am. Had a shower and straight to bed, 
we were all knackered! 

 
 (MW) and (EM) were up around 07.00am and went into the hotel garden 

which was right on the beach, not many bird species although there were 
several Magnificent Frigatebird soaring around and plenty of Great-tailed 
Grackle’s leaving their roost, also five dolphins patrolling close inshore. 

 We went back to the rooms to see if (BW) had surfaced! He had and was in 
the shower, we soon got organized and got a taxi ordered to take us back to 
the airport to get the hire car. We soon found the Alamo office and got 
sorted; they had to take us a couple of blocks to actually get the car. At this 
office we put (MW) on the insurance for about $5 per day. The car was a 
Toyota, but old and tatty with plenty of scratches we found plenty more for 
the paperwork that had to be filled in. 

 
We set off around 11.00am and went back to the airport to change dollars 
into pesos; we had been told that the airport had the best rates, so we 
changed plenty.  
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Time was running away and it was getting pretty hot, we headed for 
Laguna Quelele site 6.0. We had not gone five miles up the road and 
realized the trip meter was not working, we needed this facility to measure 
all the distances at each birding sites and stops referenced in Howell. So it 
was back to the hire car office to change the car, they were miffed at first as 
to why we wanted to change the car, then we showed them the Howell book, 
they soon understood. The car they gave us was the same model but was in 
worse condition than the other one which took some believing, anyway we 
thought it was probably for the best that it was not perfect with all the rough 
tracks and dirt roads we would be traveling on, at least the tyres were good 

 At last we were on our way after all these delays perhaps we could get down 
to some serious birding when we reach Laguna Quelele, which should only 
take twenty minutes or so. 

 
 We found Laguna Quelele after making one small mistake; it looked like 

the reserve was run down since the Howell book had been written. It was 
very hot by now as it was after mid-day, but we were soon birding and 
familiarizing ourselves with the birds. We birded here till well into the 
afternoon before heading south to Barra de Navidad. Because of all the 
delays we had incurred we knew we would only be able to bird odd places 
on route to our destination, we went south on the 200. We made good time 
once we passed Puerto Vallarta we picked up some drinks and snacks to see 
us through the journey. We found a good birding spot on a bridge over a 
nearly dried out river at Puerto Jarrillis, we birded here for about an hour 
and a half.  
 
Then it was on to our destination, we arrived under darkness and found a 
nice family run hotel called the Delfin nearly on the sea front, and we 
booked in for two nights. We got our gear into our room and the proprietors 
had directed us to a good restaurant overlooking the sea, we had a nice meal 
and (EM) and (MW) had a couple of beers that went down well. It had been 
a long and tiring day and we were glad to see our beds, we were soon asleep 
after doing the daily log. 

 Night at the Hotel Delfin (Barra de Navidad). 
 
18/3: Early start, before first light to bird the Playa de Oro Road 7.2, we found 

our way out of town and headed for the main road (200), we arrived at the 
beginning of the road to the site just as it was getting light. This cobbled 
road site runs through several kilometers of good thorn forest down to the 
sea, we started from main road at first light, but started about a Kilometer in, 
as there was a tour group right at the start. After birding for about an hour 
we met some American students from Texas who studying wintering Black-
capped Vireo’s. The guy in charge birded with us for a couple of hours, and 
the birding was good.  
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 When the heat of the day arrived the birds disappeared and it was really 
tough going. So we thought it would be a good idea to go the small drive 
south to Manzanillo 7.3 to look at coastal birds not affected by the heat of 
the day. First stop was the Power Station Outfall, excellent views of Elegant 
Terns, there were also plenty of other birds to look at, Gulls, Boobies, 
Pelicans, Frigatebird’s etc. We also birded the lagoons near and around the 
Power Station. 

 
 Mid afternoon we traveled to Barranca el Choncho site 7.4, several good 

endemics listed for this site; stopped for drinks and snacks on route the 
locals were friendly and helpful. Birded this nice canyon till dark, saw some 
good birds although it was a bit slow, it looked like early mornings would be 
best. We headed back to Barra de Navidad and the Hotel Delfin, we got 
showered and changed and then out for a meal, it had been a successful days 
birding. Done the log in bed and then to sleep, as we would be off early the 
next morning. 

 Night at the Hotel Delfin (Barra de Navidad). 
  
19/3: We were up early packed our luggage we arrived at the Playa de Oro Road 

before first light and started right at entrance this morning, good views of 
White-throated Magpie Jays and one male Orange-breasted Bunting. We 
slowly birded the road its whole length that took us to the beach and sea. 

  
Mid-morning we headed of to the Airport Marshes 7.1 the area had 
become overgrown in many places, therefore viewing was restricted. After 
picking up a few new species in a short stay it was time to move on and 
keep to our schedule that was running a little behind schedule. 

 We picked up refreshments from a roadside shop and headed south and then 
inland to Colima, we left the 200 and got onto the Autopista 54, this was an 
excellent road and time could be made up. 

  
 We decided make our way to Colima City to find accommodation first, we 

thought this would be easier than looking when it was dark. After a bit of 
struggling we finally found ourselves outside this plush hotel called Hotel 
America’s. (BW) went in and negotiated a good deal for a two night stay, so 
we decided to take it then back to the important stuff, birding. 

 
 We decided to bird the Microondas La Cumbre 7.10 area so we could get 

the Buff-collard Nightjar on the radio mast road at dusk. We arrived late 
afternoon and decided to bird the Piscila Road first. Before the light was to 
low we headed of to the Microondas La Cumbre Road we missed the 
entrance the first time.  
 
The gates were open and we made our way up the rough and twisty cobbled 
track to the top where the masts were, also at the top is a statue of the 
Virgin, it was also a good scenic view from the top. 
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As dusk fell we started to make our way down, we soon had two nightjars 
and had excellent views of one on the road. It was now completely dark and 
time to move on down, we tried for Colima Pigmy Owl on the fence posts 
near the bottom but had no luck. When we arrived at the bottom to get back 
onto the main road (110) the gates were closed, we prayed that they were 
not locked, luckily for us the chain had just been wrapped round. 
 

 Headed back to the hotel, which we found ok, we showered and went down 
for dinner, and it was very plush. The prices were very reasonable 
considering how luxurious this place was and the staff were very helpful 
especially the stunning manageress, she also spoke very good English which 
was a bonus. We had a good meal, caught up with some notes plus the log, 
and then retired to our beds. 

  Night at the Hotel America’s (Colima City). 
  
20/3: Early start to bird the La Maria Road 7.9, we stopped at several place on 

route here; Ciudad de Suchitlan, Km 13 to 15, El Jacal de San Antonio 
area, Barranca de Agua and finally we reached Laguna La Maria (crater 
lake). The birding was excellent along this road and also the sites off the 
road.  

 

There was a nice little shop at Laguna La Maria, which had plenty of ice 
cold drinks, plus a good selection of snacks, so we had a nice little re-charge 
of the batteries, we then birded this site plus the lake. Later in the afternoon 
we decided to bird the better sites on the way back to Colima, at dusk we 
headed back to the hotel. Showered and went for our evening meal and a 
few beers, updated the notes and log, then we mapped out tomorrows 
birding. We had a great days birding and now it was time for bed. 

  Night at the Hotel America’s (Colima City). 
   
21/3: Another early start and decided to re-visit the Microondas La Cumbre 7.10 

area as we needed (Red-breasted Chat) and the thorn forest here is one of 
the best sites for this species. After spending two hours plus here and having 
brief views of the chat we moved on. Headed to the Piscila Road for about 
an hour and a half, lots of Orange-breasted Buntings.  

 
It was now around 10.00-10.30am and the heat was rising, plus the birding 
was going into that quite zone. It was time to move on again and keep to our 
busy schedule, next stop Ciudad Guzman we had decided to go into the 
town first to find accommodation this strategy had worked well in Colima. 
We could bird the lakes near the town, which is part of site 7.7. 

 We arrived around mid-day and found a nice hotel (Motel Colon), which 
was located on the one-way system going out of the town to the north.  
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Once we had unloaded the luggage we were off to the lakes just north of the 
town, we soon found that the best viewing spots were from the ring road as 
you could use the pull off spaces. It was a busy road, but the birding was 
good as you were close to everything. The Yellow-Headed Blackbirds were 
a sight to be seen whizzing around in large flocks. After a couple of hours 
birding here we decided to go and investigate the Volcan de Fuego 7.8 site 
as we planned to bird this area tomorrow 
. 

 After leaving the pulp mill town of Atenquique we soon found the dirt road 
that takes you up to Volcan de Fuego, for the first three to four miles it was 
very flat with fields either side, the road also had a lot of tall hedges both 
sides as well. At about four miles there was a small farm with a paddock and 
a small field with drinking troughs. Due to the amount of birds that we had 
seen along the track we knew it would be pointless to start climbing the 
mountain which started just past the farm, so we decided to carry on birding 
along this 5 Km of dirt road. The birding was good and had given us a good 
insight into our plans for tomorrow, we stayed till the light was going and 
then headed back to our motel at Ciudad Guzman. 

 

 After showering and relaxing for a little while it was time to try and find 
somewhere to get a meal and a beer, we walked down the street towards the 
town. We found a nice restaurant about fifteen minutes from the hotel, 
having got seated and getting a menu we were struggling to make the 
waitress understand, luckily a nice lady sitting nearby came to our rescue as 
she spoke English and she was also friends of the owners.  

 
Her knowledge of the menu was invaluable and we took her 
recommendations, the food and beer was good and well needed, (MW) and 
(BW) were getting used to the tortillas and the dips including the ones 
containing jalapeno peppers. It was a good meal and a nice restaurant with a 
good atmosphere; we ambled back to the motel, stopped at a store and 
stocked up with water and food for our day tomorrow. Once back in our 
room (EM) and (MW) updated the notes and daily log, as usual (BW) was 
totally sparked out. 
Night at the Motel Colon (Ciudad Guzman). 

 
22/3: Up and out early, headed for Volcan de Fuego, arrived at the dirt road just 

as it was getting light, just before we arrived at the drinking troughs a 
Bobcat walk out in front of us and ambled along the track, very good views. 
We managed to get waylaid as it was heaving with birds at the drinking 
troughs (mostly Grosbeaks and Bunting), finally we set off up the mountain. 
The first part was very rough and tricky, large ruts caused by rain were a 
problem. It then became reasonable, but sandy for a while, the car was 
taking a hammering, good job the car hire people could not see where the 
car was going. It became very rough further up with large rocks causing 
hassle (MW) and (BW) had to get out and move several to get us through. 



 

Final Draft 6 Eddie Marsh 

We stopped at the first campsite at 12.5 Km and birded the area. Later on we 
decided to go up even further knowing it would be very difficult. During our 
climb we had some superb views of the volcano and at one point we had to 
stop as it was puffing out huge clouds of steam and sulphur an incredible 
sight. It was amazing we could still keep going up as it would have been 
tricky for a four wheel drive vehicle, soon we came across a very narrow 
ridge that had been eroding away on both sides. After a bit of deliberation 
we went for it and got through with little to spare, we kept going knowing it 
would be a lot easier descending Eventually we reached the second campsite 
at 18.5 Km and decided this was far enough, plus time was getting on. These 
campsites are only a small flat area that extends away from the road/track, 
just like a deep lay-by. 

 
We followed the track off to the right, it was lovely to be somewhere so 
peaceful and remote, later on as the light started to fade we knew it was time 
to head down. We made good progress and arrived back at the water troughs 
just as it had got dark, there would be no problems driving the flat dirt road 
in the dark. It was amazing that we had been on this mountain from dawn to 
dusk and never encountered another person all day. Now we were down we 
also mention the problems you would have if the car were to break 
down!!!!!! 
 

 Headed back to the motel, it had been a very good days birding, not too 
many species but most were quality. When we arrived back at the motel we 
soon showered and out to the restaurant we had used last night. The first 
beer went down well, the staff remembered us from the previous night so 
everything went ok tonight, I think we all had steaks so it made it less 
complicated. After the meal we ambled back to the motel, stopped at a store 
and stocked up with water and food for the next day. Once back in our room 
(EM) and (MW) once again updated the notes and daily log and (BW) was 
in his usual posture asleep, it was becoming a regular habit. 
Night at the Motel Colon (Ciudad Guzman). 

  
23/03: (BW) was keen to go back to the drinking troughs at the small farm, his 

reason being that the birding there on the 22nd had been superb. (MW) and 
(EM) both gave in and agreed to this move, we loaded our luggage into the 
car and still got away in semi darkness. 

 
We arrived at the road to Volcan deFuego7.8 a little after first light, the 
birding was good but not as spectacular as the day before we decided to give 
it a couple of hours. It was time (10.00am) to move on as it was going to be 
a long day if we were to reach our destination, San Blas. 
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So it was back to Ciudad Guzman and a quick look at the lakes either side 
of the ring road. Then onto the Autopista 54 heading for Laguna Sayula 
7.7, we stopped at Km 34.2-35.3 (Grey Flycatcher) then carried on to 
Km42-Km46 (Collard Plover) we also walked some grassy area’s looking 
for (Sprague’s Pipit), no joy so onto Km54. 

 

Late afternoon and time to move on, back onto the Autopista 54 towards 
Guadalajara, we had a break at Miridor La Joya. We skirted 
Guadalajara, and got onto the Autopista 15 heading for Tepic, no more 
stops.  
 
We made really good time to Tepic, so we were able to get to San Blas 
which would be a better location for the next day. It was getting late by the 
time we arrived at San Blas so hunting for hotels was not an option, we 
opted for the fairly expensive Hotel Garza Canela, after checking in and 
getting cleaned up we decided to eat at the hotel, the beer went down a treat 
and the food was also good. The birding had gone well, but it had been a 
long tiring day, so after the meal it was time to check the notes do the log 
and crash out! 
Night at the Hotel Garza Canela (San Blas). 

   
24/3: Early start to be at El Mirador del Aguila 6.3 (Millatry Macaws) at first 

light. Then onto Cerro de San Juan 6.4, see the Howell guide for direction 
from San Blas for both sites.  

 
Mid afternoon we headed to the 15 and headed for Mazatlan, we made a 
couple of birding stops on route. Twenty Km from Mazatlan we made a 
right turn onto the Durango Highway; and were heading for Km post 234 
where hopefully we could get booked into the Hotel Villa Blanca. This 
highway is an experience and a half, it was tricky in the dark due to it being 
very hilly and of a very twisty nature, it was slow going as it seemed to be a 
major trucking route to the port of Mazatlan. 
 
We found the Km 234 post and the hotel on the left; it was a fairly steep 
climb to hotel as it was located on the top of a hill. We were lucky as they 
had vacancies and it was very comfortable and friendly, it was late by now 
and they still prepared dinner for us, they also had beer that went down well. 
There English was quite good so we explained that we would be leaving 
very early in the morning to go birding at the Barranca Rancho Liebre 5.6, 
they understood as birder used this hotel regularly. Updated the notes and 
the log, then to bed. 

Night at the Hotel Villa Blanca (Durango Highway). 

 

25/3: Very early start to be at the Barranca Rancho Liebre 5.6 for first light 
(Tufted Jays), we missed the pull-in the first time but soon located it on the 
way back.  
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We had timed it perfectly as it was not light when we parked the car; we 
found the trail ok that started beside the cabin/bungalow that is just back 
from the pull-in. We walked in about eighty yard and waited for the light, it 
was not long and Tufted Jays were coming our way, great!!!! 
 

 Following the small river through this mountainous woodland we eventually 
arrived at the Barranca (vista point overlooking the canyon). We birded here 
till early afternoon walking someway down into the canyon on an obvious 
track to the left hand side it was excellent birding, the scenery and 
tranquility was also superb. 

 
We decided to go to Km 140 near a logging town to look for (Striped 
Sparrow), but dipped the students from Texas had given us this site, we did 
find an (Mexican Chickadee) our only sighting. The views had been 
breathtaking driving to this location, as the light started to go it was time to 
head back to the hotel, it would take at least two hours especially with all 
the trucks, they are continuous in both directions. Arrived back at the hotel 
and ordered supper, caught up with the notes and log, it had been a long day 
and we were ready to hit the sack (BW) already had sometime earlier. 

Night at the Hotel Villa Blanca (Durango Highway). 

 

26/3: Another early start to do the Panuco Road 5.5 first, followed by the road to 
Pantitlan Km 285.1 (Purplish-backed Jay). From here we made our way to 
Mazatlan and the Booby Rocks 5.2 areas, including the bay.  

 
Mid afternoon and we headed off to San Blas, stopped at a couple of 
suitable birding spots on the way that we could view from the road. Arrived 
at San Blas in good time and found the Motel Posada del Rey, which was 
clean and cheap. The manager was Canadian, which made things easier as 
he spoke English, so we booked in for our last four nights at a discounted 
price, thanks to negotiations from Bob.  
 
We got showered and changed; the manager guided us to the Wala Wala he 
recommended it as a good place to eat. While we were having our meal a 
guy came in offering sea trips, he introduced himself as (Tony), when he 
saw the bird books on the table he was telling us what we could see. He had 
not mentioned Red-billed tropicbird but when we showed him the plate he 
confirmed that it would not be a problem, so we negotiated a price of £80 
each for a 5-hour trip, a bit expensive. 
 
These fishermen know that tourist will pay to see Whales and Birds, so they 
can hold out on their prices they quote. Bob didn’t need any of the birds that 
we were going to see so he decided to have a mornings rest and chill out. 
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The Boatman arranged to meet us at our motel at 06.50 am, we finished our 
meal and it was back to the motel, we caught up with the notes and log, then 
time to hit the hay! 

Night at the Motel Posada del Rey (San Blas). 

 
27/3: Tony was waiting at 06.45 am, we headed of to his boat which was less than 

five minutes from the motel. We arrived at the quay; the boat was wooden 
and about thirty feet long with an outboard on the back. Not what you 
imagine when setting up the deal the previous night, anyway it looked 
sturdy enough. He also had to carry spare five-gallon drums of diesel for the 
trip, as we would be traveling about 10-15 miles up the coast (north). First 
stop was Virgin Rock 6.1e just north of the river entrance, good views of 
both boobies. Then the long slog to the Tropicbird rock (Roca Elefante) so 
named, as its shape resembles an Elephant when we arrived the sea fog/mist 
had come in which made visibility very poor. 

 
We had a Red-billed Tropicbird overhead but it disappeared into the fog. 
Mick and I panicked thinking this would be our only sighting, but the fog 
and mist cleared, we were then treated to some brilliant views of these 
wonderful birds, we saw six adults and one immature. So it was time to head 
back to San Blas, it was disappointing that we did not see any whales or 
dolphins but the birds made up for that, large numbers of Blue-footed 
Boobies, Brown Boobies, Magnificent Frigatebirds and Herman’s Gulls 
being the main species. 
 

 We arrived back at San Blas around 12.30 pm, pick up Bob from the motel 
who had enjoyed his relaxing morning, went for lunch at MacDonald’s (not 
the hamburger chain) lunch went down well and recharged all the batteries. 

 
 First stop after lunch were the roadside pools just outside San Blas. From 

here we moved onto Matanchen Bay 6.1g. After an hour or so we decided 
to look at the Shrimp Ponds 6.1f. Late in the afternoon we went to the dock 
near the Fort to arrange our riverboat trip for tomorrow, our boatman was 
called Victor and we arranged to meet him at 06.00am. 

 
At dusk it was of to the San Blas Fort 6.1c to try and find the Mottled Owl, 
the sand flies were absolutely murder here at this time of day. It was time to 
head for the motel, get showered and find some food and beer. It had been a 
good day’s birding, we updated the notes during the meal and did the log 
back at the motel, it was getting harder as Bob was always asleep by this 
time of night 11.30 pm. 

Night at the Motel Posada del Rey (San Blas). 

 
28/3: Early start to catch the boat at the quay near the fort at 06.00 am, we started 

to panic after ten minutes or so as Victor had not turned up.  
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He finally arrived about twenty minutes late, he explained that his alarm had 
not gone off, sounds like one of my excuses. This was the time to do this 
trip up to the La Tovara Spring 6.1d as it was quiet and too early for the 
day-trippers out and about, we would also be doing some of the other 
connecting waterways. 
 
The birding was excellent, as we passed another pick up point Victor asked 
about roosting Potoos and we were soon looking at one roosting right over 
the river, new bird for Mick and Bob. As time moved on we were getting a 
bit worried that we had not seen the Tiger Heron, no problem four appeared 
as soon as we had cleared the mangroves and got into the reedy areas. Victor 
was very good and stopped whenever we wanted to, at the spring we soon 
got onto Rufous-bellied Chachalaca, our first of the trip.  
 
On the way back Victor stopped off at a nice little riverside café, 
refreshments were welcomed. When we left and got a bit further down river 
Victor had to stop at the pay toll, so we paid up, the guy who took the 
money got shirty when we did not give a tip; we had decided to give it to 
Victor when we arrived back at the quay where we boarded. We arrived 
back at around 11.30am and we thanked Victor and gave him his tip, he 
seemed pleased and we had really enjoyed this river trip and the birding was 
good.  
Decided to have Brunch at MacDonald’s again as it had gone down well 
yesterday. 

 After brunch we decided to catch the ferry across to Peso Island 6.1b, the 
birding was tough as it was the heat of the day; it was interesting to note the 
damage the hurricane had caused in the previous autumn. We had arranged 
that the ferryman pick us up at 16.00 pm, surprisingly he arrived on time.  
 
We picked the car up from the motel and headed for the Shrimp Ponds 
Road 6.1f, on the way back to San Blas we decided to try the Fort 6.1c 
again and the mottled owl decided to call tonight but unfortunately he would 
not show himself. Back to the motel and got cleaned up; we decided to eat at 
Wala Wala, we caught up with the notes during our meal and muddled 
through the log back at the motel. 

Night at the Motel Posada del Rey (San Blas). 

   
29/3: Early start birding at La Bajada 6.2. This site was crawling with birds and 

we caught up with several species we had not seen. The birding was good 
till around half ten and as usual in the heat of the day it goes very quite.  
Mid morning we made our way back to the coast stopping off at the 
Matanchen Bay 6.1g area, including the beach and mangrove habitat.  
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From here we birded the various pools just outside San Blas in the heat of 
the day, later in the afternoon when it started to cool down slightly we 
headed for Singayta Lower Road 6.1h the birding was very good even 
though it was still hot. 
 

 As it began to get dark it was time to head back to the motel and get 
freshened up, while Bob was getting ready Mick and I popped round the 
corner to the Hotel Garza Canela to buy some T-shirts and presents, we 
knew they had gift shops as we had stayed here one night earlier in the trip. 
Went back and picked up Bob, then went to Wala Wala yet again and turned 
out to be a good choice tonight as there were two guys playing guitars and 
singing, very good and entertaining. Finally caught up with the notes during 
dinner, difficult with so much going on, did the log back at the motel. 

Night at the Motel Posada del Rey (San Blas). 

 
30/3: As it was our last day we still made an early start and decided to go birding 

at Singayta Lower Road 6.1h as there was still a slight chance of seeing 
(Russet-crowned Motmot) but unlikely. We birded here till mid morning it 
turned out ok as we saw two new species for the trip and both lifers for 
Mick and me.  

 
Went back to our motel in San Blas via the mangroves, we did not have to 
vacate the room until midday; this gave us time to shower and finish 
packing. We checked out of the motel and headed for MacDonald’s (not the 
hamburger chain) for brunch before heading back to the airport at Puerto 
Vallarta.  
 
We left San Blas and decided to go back via the coast road we anticipated 
dropping the hire car off by 15.40pm and check in at departures by16.20pm 
the flight was departing at 18.20pm. 
 
We had not traveled far when we realized we needed fuel, a debate took 
place whether to carry on or go back to the main highway (15) as we knew 
there was a petrol station at that junction as we had filled up on our way to 
San Blas a few days earlier. We decided to go back as we had no idea if 
there were any petrol stations on this route, it turned out to be our biggest 
mistake of the trip as it was a lot further to the main road than we had 
remembered. We finally got filled up and on our way, after a while on the 
15 we turned onto the 200 near Tepic and headed for Puerto Vallarta, this 
was very slow due to the road being very twisty and also busy with slow 
moving trucks. It seemed like ages to do many miles and we were getting 
worried as to how long it would take, although Bob kept reassuring us that 
we had plenty of time.  
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When we arrived near to the airport we were running about twenty minutes 
late to the check in time of two hours before the flight, to make thing worse 
we took the wrong exit at the airport roundabout too drop the car off, so we 
had to go about four mile s back before being able to turn round again. 
We found the exit this time and got the car back, filled in the relevant 
paperwork and got taken to departures in their courtesy bus.  
 
We arrived in departures and there were no queues at the desk for our flight, 
we ask two Mexican check-in people who were there at the desk and luckily 
they managed to book us through. Arriving in the departure lounge it looked 
like the flight had been delayed, we got taking to some holidaymakers who 
were on our flight. It came to light that the flight had been moved to go an 
hour earlier than on our tickets, the reps had gone round the package hotels 
at midday to inform everyone, except us as we were not staying in the 
package resorts. 
 
We felt extremely lucky and fortunate about the delay, had the flight been 
on time we would have still been in Mexico!!!!!!!!!! 
The flight finally got away nearly two hours late, but they made up some 
time and we arrive in UK (Gatwick) the next morning 31/03/03 safe and 
sound. 

 

Summary: We had a really good fourteen nights birding holiday; the car hire was not a 
problem having booked from the UK, we used road atlas Guia Roji 2002 
which we obtained from the USA via my daughter. The main roads were 
very good and most of the dirt ones OK, the only site where we had some 
difficulty was the Volcano road at Colima. 

 
 We had no trouble finding accommodation using the Lonely Planet Guide, 

prices varied as to what you required or your position at the time. We stayed 
in mid range most of the time, the Motel Posada del Rey (San Blas) was 
very reasonable and clean, and the most expensive we stayed in for one 
night was also in San Blas the Hotel Garza Canela. 
The Hotel America’s (Colima City) was very plush, but with negotiation 
we were able to get a decent rate. 
 

 Food was good and reasonably priced and the people were very friendly. 
 
 Overall it was an excellent birding trip with no problems or hassle, we all 

thoroughly enjoyed ourselves, so its well recommended. 


