Pre-purchase Questions

1. How old is the horse?

2. Is the horse registered? If so, which organization(s)?

3. What type of activities has the horse been used for? (Trail riding, showing, parades,)  (What discipline-Dressage, Reining, Hunter, Eventing, Roping, etc.)

a. With current owner

b. With prior owner(s)

4. What is the horse fed and how much, what is the feeding schedule?

5. What kind of turnout has the horse been getting? (24/7, pasture-grass or dry lot?  What kind of grass? Lush or bare?)

6. Is the horse current with all vaccinations? (Eastern & Western Encephalomyelitis, Rhino, Flu, Tetanus, Strangles, Coggins, Rabies, West Nile)

7. When did the horse have his teeth floated last?

8. Does the horse load onto a horse trailer easily?

9. Is there any equipment that will accompany the horse?

10. What are the horses “quirks”?  ( things he does to be careful about. ie. It is helpful to know if the horse pulls back while tied then to find out after the fact and the horse or the handler gets hurt)

Observations

1. Does the horse invade the handlers space? (pushy with head, walking on top of the handler, lagging behind, nippy/mouthy)

2. How does the horse act when handling his hooves? (pulls foot away, refusal to lift foot)

3.  How does the horse act when grooming/saddling (ticklish, aggressive behavior like attempting to bite or kick) 

4. Evaluate conformation 

5. Look for old injuries (splints, lumps, irregular hoof growth, white hair patch in saddle area)

6. Ask to watch the horse be ridden, both directions, all gaits. 

7. Are there any signs of lameness?

If paying more than $2000, a vet exam would be recommended.  X-rays are usually taken of the legs and hooves, although an exam can be done with any price range.

After Purchase

1. Keep the horse confined to stall for a couple days.  Spend some quality time grooming, walking around the property and pastures to get accustom to the area, do some lunging in a controlled area to help keep the energy level down.  The horse should have exercise each day that it is confined to the stall.

2. If turnout in a lush field, only turn out for a few hours each day until the horse gets used to the new grass.  It is recommended to mow pastures regularly.  Keep an eye out for changes in how the horse walks and acts, which could indicate founder (laminitis) which can be permanently debilitating if not detected early and treated. 

3. If changing to a different feed, ask the previous owner for some of the feed so you can gradually over a week to 10 days change the horses diet to the new feed.

