
Why are the Seven Deadly Sins 
Important Today? 

 
Why did Jesus Christ need to die on the Cross? 
The Bible declares that Jesus Christ is the Savior because He paid the price for the penalty of sins by 
shedding His precious Blood on the Cross at Golgotha. 
 
How can the theology of salvation be made personal; so that the Holy Spirit can convict the heart 
the individual of their sins and draw them to their dire need for the Jesus Christ? 
Unfortunately in our culture the term ‘sin’ is rarely used inside or outside the church. Yet Paul said in 
Romans 7:15 “For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do.” 
 
The same is true today. People do not do all the good that they intend to do. And what they actually do 
is below their own internal standards. We all fall short of our own (lower than biblical) standards.  
 
There are key events and patterns of behavior that fuel the black holes in our souls of guilt and shame. 
Then we use addictions, compulsions and obsessions. They are parts of the silly games of denying, 
avoiding and running from these cancers deep in our soul. Most of these behaviors are not so out of 
control that they need strong medication or imprisonment. But much time, money and energy are 
wasted in the vain pursuit of running from our painful hurts that were caused by our sins.  
 
Fortunately the seven words of the Seven Deadly Sins can cut right to the heart of the matter. These 
few terms can make any person quickly aware of their sinfulness.  
 
And as a way to show the beautiful side of the coin there are Seven Heavenly Virtues. These are 
honorable traits that we aspire to have in ourselves, our children, our grandchildren and our heroes.   
 
Together the Seven Deadly Sins and the Seven Heavenly Virtues can shed much needed light on the 
darkest corners of our lives. We can at last recognize how far short we fall from the mark. We can 
realize that Jesus Christ is our only hope not only for rebirth but also for the daily pilgrimage. 
  
What are the Seven Deadly Sins and Seven Heavenly Virtues? 
 
Seven Deadly Sins  Seven Heavenly Virtues 
Lust  Chastity 
Gluttony  Temperance 
Greed  Charity 
Sloth  Diligence 
Wrath  Forgiveness 
Envy  Kindness 
Pride  Humility 
 
Source http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/7_deadly_sins  
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