The Blues Scale: An Introduction to Soloing

The minor blues scale is probably one of the most useful and certainly the easiest tool a guitarist has for soloing. Everyone from Jimi Hendrix to B.B. King to Elvis played the blues and when it comes to improvising a simple motto is “it’s never uncool to play the blues”.

However for the minor blues scale to be of use to you as a musician you need to be familiar with its structure and how to play the scale in several positions on the guitar neck. The least a guitarist must know is how to play the scale starting with the root note on both the 6th and 5th. The scale shapes for these two forms over two octaves are given below.
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· = Root Note

In the above scale diagrams the root notes are marked and when improvising using these scales it’s always a safe bet to end your licks on one of these notes.
Practicing the Scale

Available on the website are mp3 recordings of the A minor blue scale and D minor blues scale. The A minor blues is an example of the scale starting with the root of the 6th string (5th fret) and the D minor blues is an example of the scale starting with the root of the 5th string (5th fret).

The best way to practice is to play along with the audio file after you download them.
Now to Use the Scale
The following is a suggest chord sequence for practicing A minor blues

	A
	A
	A
	A

	D7
	D7
	A
	A/C#
	Cdim

	B-7
	E7
	A/C#
	Cdim
	B-7
	E7


This is the chord sequence from a well known jazz classic, Blues For Ike.

Chords:

A
[5 7 7 6 5 5]
D7
[5 X 4 5 X X]

A/C#
[9 X 7 9 X X]

Cdim
[8 X 7 8 X X]

B-7
[7 X 7 7 X X]

E7
[7 X 6 7 X X]

X = Muted String
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