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“What can you offer” Personal Statement Worksheet

Universities value an educational environment that provides all members of the campus community with opportunities to grow and develop intellectually, personally, culturally and socially. In order to give them a more complete picture of you as an individual, please describe particular life experiences, perspectives, talents, commitments and/or interests you will bring to their campus. In other words, how will your presence enrich the community?
Reflect on these areas of your life to begin brainstorming possible topics:
Family






                    Education/Career Aspirations

Health and Wellbeing


                       Personal Growth and Development

Friendship








               Community

Personal Property and Achievements
    



                    Spiritual
These prompts may give you more direction:

· Evaluate a significant experience, achievement, risk you have taken, or ethical dilemma you have faced and its impact on you.

· Discuss some issue of personal, local, national, or international concern and its importance to you.

· Indicate a person who has had a significant influence on you, and describe that influence (not parent).

· Describe a character in fiction, a historical figure, or a creative work (as in art, music, science, etc.) that has had an influence on you, and explain that influence.

· A range of academic interests, personal perspectives, and life experiences adds much to the educational mix. Given your personal background, describe an experience that illustrates what you would bring to the diversity in a college community or an encounter that demonstrated the importance of diversity to you.
Based on the above, what can you write about? (List)

Create an outline for your “What can you offer” personal statement in the space below. Be sure to include an introduction paragraph, three (3) supporting body paragraphs, and a conclusion.
