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Dear Mr Wyn Jones 


I am writing to ask you to object to the plan to build a new Toll Motorway across the Gwent Levels. If this Motorway is built it will have an adverse impact on the unique wildlife of the Gwent levels and add to climate change. 
Wildlife 

Much of the proposed motorway route is designated as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) because of their important habitats and species. The Gwent levels are a unique area for wildlife, being used by rare plants and insects, otters, water voles, bats and breeding birds. The Toll Motorway will substantially damage the special nature of the Levels.
Planning Policy Wales (section 5.3.9) states that the Assembly will ensure that statutorily designated sites are protected from damage and deterioration, with their important features conserved. Therefore, as SSSI’s are statutory designations they should be protected against adverse developments such as this. 
The Welsh Assembly Government has made a commitment to halting the loss biodiversity loss by 2010. However, unless it makes a concerted effort to protect special places for wildlife it appears that the Assembly will be encouraging biodiversity loss and not halting it. 
Climate Change 

As you are aware, extra road capacity generates more traffic. The proposed M4 Toll Motorway will create higher flows of traffic and this in turn will lead to increased greenhouse gas emissions. The Welsh Assembly Government, under the Government of Wales Act 2006 has a duty to promote Sustainable Development. Building motorways instead of putting money into public transport in the era of climate change runs contrary to the principles of Sustainable Development. 

The Plaid / Labour document One Wales: A Progressive Agenda for The Government of Wales (June 2007) states that the Assembly will aim to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 3% per year in order to prevent runaway climate change. Further motorway building will encourage more out of town development, further increasing the traffic on the road, carbon emissions and pressure on the fragile Levels ecosystem.
Alternatives 

There are alternatives to the proposed M4 Toll Motorway which will help deliver a more sustainable transport system in South East Wales such as better rail and bus links,  and more cycling and pedestrian routes. It is possible to improve the current road to make it safer without building a new motorway. The Welsh Assembly Government must commit to implementing sustainable development in all sectors including transport.
The Gwent Levels are a treasured haven for wildlife in the most densely populated area of Wales; it contributes to the well-being of residents and visitors, and creates a real world learning opportunity connecting children with the natural environment. 

I call on you to cancel proposals for the proposed M4 Toll Motorway across the Gwent Levels and adopt sustainable ways of dealing with the area's traffic problems. It is time for Wales Transport strategy to properly tackle climate change without harming our already threatened biodiversity.
Yours sincerely












