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  Campaign Against the Levels Motorway 
Website: www.savethelevels.org.uk  
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   NEWSLETTER – March 2008  
 

Calm Alliance Meeting 13 th February 2008  
 

Julian Branscombe (Chief Executive of the Gwent Wildlife Trust) was unanimously elected Chair, with 
Alan Williams, Sorrel Jones and Jon Winder continuing as officers on the Committee. 
 

There is now a strong representation of RSPB and FoE groups on the Committee, as well as local   
residents, Councillors and GWT members. 
  
 

    
Recent Events  
 

�  On Thursday 6 th December the Chepstow Group of the Gwent Wildlife Trust hosted a talk at Chepstow 
Leisure Centre by Julian Branscombe, entitled ‘Marshes or Motorway? The threat to the Gwent Levels’.    

 

�  The ‘Marshes or Motorway’ event to mark World Wetlands Day was held at Magor Marsh on Tuesday 
29th January . It was well attended by CALM members and members of the public and press. Media    
attention was very good: it was featured throughout the day on BBC Wales news, Radio Wales Breakfast 
show, Radio Wales lunchtime phone-in, articles on the BBC website, in SW Argus (also on their website) 
and in Chepstow and Monmouth Free Press. We have made several new contacts as a result. Feedback 
from the event was very positive. 

 

�  CALM also featured in the Radio Wales program ‘Eye on Wales’ (broadcast 18 th February ). 

Future Events for CALM Members to Attend  
 

�  Magor Fair (May 5th).  
 

�  St Mellons Show (August *)  
 

�  Chepstow Festival (July *) 
 

     * Date to be advised  

CALM Committee Meetings in 2008  
 

All meetings are at Newport Civic Centre, 
starting at 7.00pm.  
Please feel free to attend. 
 
�  16th April �  18th June �  17th Sept �  19th Nov. 

Campaign Items  
 

�  CALM T-shirts, badges, pencils and   
window stickers are now available. 
These will be on sale at CALM events. 

 

�  A new CALM leaflet is in preparation for 
use at this year’s events. 

 

�  The CALM Website is soon to be re-
launched      

     (http://www.savethelevels.org.uk) 

(Above) Gwent Wildlife Staff 
modelling the new CALM        
T-shirt.   
 

Sorrel Jones (centre) is a  
Committee Member .  

(Left) The reverse side of the  
T-shirt spells out the full  
meaning of the CALM Logo.  



 
 
 

Species Spotlight : Otter (Lutra lutra ) 
 

Otters on the Levels:  Otters are nocturnal, so we don’t see them very 
often, but there are signs of otters such as spraints and prey remains 
found throughout the levels. Otters suffered in the last century through 
pollution depleting fish stocks, but since our river quality has improved, 
the number of otters has increased substantially. The Gwent Levels is 
now one of their strongholds. 
 

Motorway impacts : there are already several otter road deaths per 
year on the levels; a figure that will rise significantly if the motorway is 
built. Because otters need to range widely, a barrier like the motorway 
could also prevent otters from finding enough food or a mate.  

Additional News Items  
 

�  FoE Cymru have commissioned research on the potential carbon 
emissions and impacts on a low-carbon economy of each of the 
CAF scenarios. This is a long term impact study up to 2030, and 
the final report is due at the end of March. 

 

�  RSPB will be holding fringe events at the forthcoming Welsh Party 
Conferences, and will be lobbying on various issues, including the 
motorway proposals. 

 

�  We were encouraged to hear that Rt. Hon. Ruth Kelly, Minister of 
Transport, is proposing that active traffic management  (i.e. the use 
of cameras to control speed and increase capacity at peak periods) 
should replace road building schemes, which have become        
unaffordable. 

Length: 55 -110cm (not including tail) 

Weight: 5-12kg  
Lifespan:up to 10 years  
Home Range: up to 30km 

© Stewart McDonald  

Finally - A Concern ed Resident’s View  
 

One of my main concerns (in addition to the impact the road will  
have on my adored Levels habitat of course!)  is  how the close  
proximity of the proposed route will affect our quality of life and the value of our house. Currently, to the rear 
of my property (albeit the railway line and steel works!) is the uninterrupted countryside of Redwick and    
Llandevenny. The proposed route runs parallel to the steel works and Europark access road and the end of 
my street, West End. If construction is given the go-ahead there will be a 6 lane motorway less than 300 
yards from my house.   
 

At present all I feel is impending ‘dread’ that this road will get the green light.  It has really ruined the way I 
feel about our house and living in this part of Magor altogether. Even though I love the village, it breaks my 
heart to say it, but I’ve been seriously considering selling up before the Public Inquiry just in case the worse 
happens. I’m not usually one to give up, but I feel so despondent at the moment, even though I know CALM 
are doing all they can. All the plans we made for the future and all the effort my husband is putting into       
improving the house seem fruitless now as I just can’t settle anymore with this looming on the horizon. The 
prospect of the additional noise and pollution seem abominable and the blot it will cause on our beautiful 
countryside will be unimaginable. I can’t think of anything worse that could happen to the village, apart from a 
Boeing 747 dropping on it!! I know for a fact I won’t want to live here anymore if this road is built, no matter 
how nice hubby makes the place for us, it will have all been for nothing. I feel like I am being pushed out of 
my home and it’s awful. 
 

The value of property in the area is bound to fall drastically too and our houses will be virtually un-sellable. I 
mean, who would willingly want to live by a 6 lane motorway? Even if residents do manage to sell their 
houses after the road has been given the go-ahead, it’s doubtful they will be able to afford to move on to a 
similar sized property. The loss in equity will be considerable and it’s just not fair that we should have to     
endure this with no offer of compensation. I still haven’t had a reply from the mail I sent to Wayne Smith       
re: compensation for residents from the WAG or an offer to purchase the properties of people who do not 
want to stay after the road is built. I doubt I ever will, they basically don’t care what happens to us as long as 
the road is built! 
 

So, in short, it looks like we either stay put and endure the misery or take a big loss if we decide to 
move. What other choice do we have?   
 

Get in Touch with CALM:  
 

Talks to Groups  
 

Would your group like to hear 
more about the motorway         
proposals? Members of CALM can 
give a presentation about the    
potential impacts. Please contact 
CALM for more information. 

Julian Branscombe:  jbranscombe@gwentwildlife.org  Mob: 07748-321989 
Sorrel Jones:               sjones@gwentwildlife.org    Tel: 01600-740358 
Steve Rawlings:         steve@alg.myzen.co.uk               Tel: 01291-625977 


