Writing for Cyberspace






Spring 2009
ENGLISH 0380:  Section 1 




M W CAS 307  2:00-  3:20 pm

	Instructor: Sally Chandler, Ph.D.  

Email: ENG3080@gmail.com 
Office: CAS 324         

Phone: 908 737 0380


	Office hours: 
 M & W 4:30 - 6:00 pm;  &  7:15 - 7:45 pm
T & Th12:30 - 2:00 am
Th 9:00-9:30 am & by appt



Course Description & Objectives. This course explores how digital technologies redefine the meanings for literacy. You will read current theories about digital communications, online "writing" and the internet, and you will take part in a range of practices for reading, creating, participating with digital texts. Upon completion of this course you will have a more clear understanding of the defining characteristics of digital writing and new media; you should also be able to use that new understanding to critically examine how, why and for whose advantage digital communication operates in the "real" world.
Required Materials  

USB Flash drive   You must bring your flash drive to EVERY class so you can save your work.  The computers in our lab do not allow you to download material from the internet so you will need to bring your *memory* with you.
A gmail account using (some version of) your REAL NAME  If you already have an appropriate gmail account, you may either use it or create an account dedicated to this course. You should use this account for your connection to your blog (you do NOT need to use your real name for your blog), google.docs and so on.
Reliable access to a computer
Texts: Johnson-Eilola, Johndan. Designing Effective Websites <A Concise Guide>.  New York: Houghton-Mifflin, 2002.  Available through Amazon.

Binder (Optional): to keep print copies of handouts
CD for final portfolio.
Course Practices and Policies

Course Web Site  As a course in internet writing, you will create, turn in, and receive feedback on all of your work online.  We will use a range of sites and software, but our "home" is will be the course blog, Writing for Cyberspace.  The calendar, syllabus, assignment sheets, many of the assigned readings, and important links are available at the course blog.  You will use gmail, google.docs and  blogger to read and print copies of assignments, to communicate with me, and to work with your classmates.  If you have trouble accessing, joining, or using these sites you can: ask a classmate; talk to me during class work periods or after class; or make an appointment and I will work with you until you get it.  
Overview of assignments and grading:
1.  Blog  (including comments to classmates' blogs)


25%

2.  Presentation(s), literacy & technology narrative


15%
3.  Collaboration/creation of knowledge assignments: wikipedia assignment 
25%

+ participation during in-class activities

4.  Hyperlinked essay + digital portfolio


35%

Total









100 %

Meeting criteria for assignments:  You will complete a range of in-class interactive activities, keep a blog, and complete 4 projects.  The projects include: a literacy and technology narrative, a class presentation on one of the assigned readings (to include a multimedia component such as a powerpoint with links to the internet); participation in creation of an entry for wikipedia; a hyperlinked essay.   Projects consist of a series of connected assignments.  Criteria for grades for each step of each assignment are stated on assignment sheets posted at Writing for Cyberspace.  All assignments will be turned in, graded, and returned as electronic documents. At the end of the term, you will submit a CD that documents your work for the course in the form of a digital portfolio.  Directions for creating + submitting your portfolio will be posted at Writing for Cyberspace .
Using the calendar   The calendar is your roadmap.  It lists what is due on each day of class, what we will do in class, and what is assigned for the next class -- in that order.  Please note that the calendar is a work in progress - a general plan.  It is meant to give you an overview of where we are going and the schedule for getting there.   We will make changes to the calendar as we move through the course.  Changes will be posted at the course blog.  If you miss class, you will need to check Writing for Cyberspace to find out if we did what and what to do for the next class.  If you have further questions -- EMAIL ME.   In general, what we did in class will be posted by the morning of the day following class.  If Writing for Cyberspace is not updated by that time => I FORGOT, so please send me an email. 
Problems with technology.  
Because the internet is sometimes slow or not available, you need to keep copies of all work on your flash drive and you need to bring your flash drive to every class.  Also, because flash drives sometimes malfunction or get lost, it is strongly recommended that you keep copies of all work, including drafts as attachments in your gmail account. As you composie, ALWAYS BACK UP YOUR WORK. 
And: Even if the internet is down so you cannot turn in an assignment from home, the assignment will still be due before class on the day stated on the calendar.  To meet this demand, bring your work to class on your flash drive so you can turn it in before class.  Assignments will not be counted late due to glitches in technology; but you are responsible for finding ways to make technology work for you. Computer crashes, viruses, and bad connections are a fact of life.  To use technology successfully you need to back up your work so that they do not affect you.  

Late Work: If you cannot turn in an assignment when it is due, let me know ahead of time and we can work out an arrangement.  If we make an arrangement at least 24 hours ahead of time regarding turning in a late assignment -- you will earn full credit for your work; otherwise, I do not accept late work.  That means, unless you speak to me ahead of time you get a 0 for the assignment.   This policy applies to all assignments including blog entries. 

Attendance:  You cannot make up in-class work -- whether absences are excused or unexcused; a missed class is a missed class, regardless of the reason.  To give you some space within this somewhat draconian policy, you can miss up to 3 classes with no effect on your grade.  At the fourth absence, you will loose the day's class participation points for each missed class. 
Tardiness and preparedness:  We are here to work together and we have an agreed upon time to start class.  I expect to be in class and ready to work at the agreed upon time - and I expect you to be there too.  Two tardies count as an absence.  

Cheating & Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is representing writing by another author as your work.  For detailed information, go to Kean University's Academic Integrity Policy, scroll down to sections on plagiarism and pay close attention to what you read.  Because this is a 3000-level course, classification of plagiarism violations begins at Level 2.  Plagiarized assignments receive no credit, and depending on the extent and seriousness may result in suspension or expulsion from the University. 
Final note:  I hope all the rules and conditions for grades don't disguise the fact that this is an exciting (and challenging!) area of study.  Theories about the effects digital technologies on "reading" and "writing" change with the technology - which is changing at a breathtaking pace.  I'm looking forward to reading what you have to say about these changes in theory and practice.  Welcome to Writing for Cyberspace - Spring 2009!
