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ENG 4070-5070:  Peer Tutoring and Writing Center Practice
            Fall, 2009
M W 4:30 - 5:45 pm in the Kean University Writing Center 

Instructor: Sally Chandler, Ph.D.

Office:
CAS 324  

Office Phone:   908 737 0380
Email: sallywchandler@gmail.com
Office hours: 
M & W 12:30 - 2:00 pm; 


T & Th12:30 - 2:00 pm


M  5:45 - 6:45 pm



Th 9:00-9:30 am & by appt

COURSE OVERVIEW

Description:  In this course you will become a better writer by coaching other writers.  You will read essays on writing center philosophy and teaching methods.  After spending some time watching other writing coaches and conducting practice sessions with your classmates, you will you coach students at the Writing Center. You will keep a blog that connects issues raised in the readings with your experiences working with writers.  For your research project, you will describe and explore one aspect of what / how writing coaches and their students learn about writing through the coaching process. Final grades will be based on your blog and an electronic portfolio.  
Course Objectives:

To review and strengthen strategies for composing a variety of texts
To teach critical, reflective uses for writing technologies as they relate to research and writing

To introduce a working knowledge of writing center research and practice
To extend and develop practices for writing academic essays
To prepare students to work as writing coaches 

REQUIRED TEXT and OTHER MATERIALS
McAndrew, Donald A. and Thomas J. Reigstad.  (2001). Tutoring Writing: A Practical Guide for Conferences.  Portsmouth, NH: Boynton/Cook
Barnett, Robert W. and Jacob S. Blumer. (2008). The Longman Guide to Writing Center Theory and Practice. Boston: Pearson.

Flash drive or other memory device

Writing journal

Binder to keep drafts, notes, etc (optional)
GRADES
Blog:  
25%

Entries should record observations and reflections from class work, readings, and coaching experiences; these entries will provide the basis for the final essay.  Your grade will be based on blog entries, as well as your comments on classmates blogs in your writing group. You can miss three random blog entries, but you must post all the assigned drafts or final essays.
Portfolio:  50%
Your portfolio will represent both your best work and the processes you used to produce that work.  It will include short essays; notes and reflections from writing sessions; drafts and revisions for your research essay; and your reflections on the course.  Grades for work in the portfolio will be assigned as follows.
Homework (short essays) : 
15%

You will use the short papers to review and strengthen your understanding of academic writing and to create a writing center philosophy; you will also use them for in-class sessions where you will practice coaching writing with your classmates. 

Final research project:  35%

These 2 essays will each be a minimum of 5 pages long; they will be developed through a series of drafts which you will  workshop with your classmates and with me.  The final essay will focus on one aspect of effective coaching (we will brainstorm topics in class); the reflective essay will be a description of writing sessions you conducted for this course - coupled with an analysis of what you and your student learned through the coaching process.
Writing journal, presentations, group work, work in the writing center (participation credit):  25%
You will be doing some kind of writing for nearly every class.  Writing posted to your blog, homework assignments & writing journals will be the foundation for your final research project.  I provide feedback to homework and blogs in the form of grades.  I do not respond to or grade writing journals; rather you will be expected to use your journal as a place to gather thoughts and information for your research essay.  You will read from your writing journal in class + use parts of it to fill out observations sheets, coaching session assessment forms, and so on.
TECHNOLOGY:  Blogger and gmail
You do not need to be "tech savvy" to take this course.  Your classmates and I will walk you through whatever you need to learn or catch up with.  Though the initial experience may be frustrating - you will find that communicating through gmail &  Blogger will make your writing life more manageable and reliable.

Setting up a dedicated account for ENG 4070.  You can use your kean email, or you can set up a dedicated email account (I strongly recommend gmail) for this course.   Your account should give a clear indication of your name.  You will use this account to contact me, to turn in your papers, and to work with classmates.  The dedicated account for this course is: ENG4070@gmail.com
Setting up your Blog.  You will create your blog  at Blogger:  https://www.blogger.com/start.  We will take a day of class to set up the blogs together so you will have links to classmates' blogs.  You will have a one week grace period (for those of you who may experience technical difficulties) while you figure out how to use the site; after this initial period you will be expected to post assignments on the due date.  Posts are due before class begins, on the date following the date of the assignment.  If you have questions about when blogs are due - ASK. 
Anticipating Possible Problems:  You must be able to access the internet on a routine basis to complete work for this course.  If you do not have a computer with an adequate connection at home you will need to arrange time at the computer labs at school.  You will turn in all assignments by email or on your Blog. I do not accept paper copies of assignments.   If your internet at home is not working and you cannot turn in an assignment, **come to class early and bring the assignment on your memory device so you can turn in your work before class begins.**  If the internet is not working when you arrive at class, or if you encounter further difficulties, speak to me before class.  

If the technology we use for this class is new to you and you know you will need extra help - schedule some time with me or with one of your classmates.  I will be glad to work with you for as many sessions as it takes.
Course Policies
Attendance + preparedness:  Work for this class builds in a logical sequence.  If you miss class, you miss something you need for the next class.  I will come to class fully prepared and ready to work every day and I assume you will do the same.  

Late Papers.  All assignments are due as indicated on the calendar. Lateness will lower your grade.  Impact on your grade will reflect reasons for lateness, how late the paper is, and the assignment’s requirements.  

Cheating & Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is representing writing by someone else as your work.  Read Kean University’s Academic Integrity Policy at:  http://www.kean.edu/academicintegrity.html
Student conduct.  Kean University policies regarding expectations for student behavior are stated in the Student Code of Conduct.  

Document Format and Criteria for Grades.  Document formats and criteria for grades are stated on an assignment sheet specific to each assignment.  Assignment sheets for all major assignments are posted at ENG 4070: Peer tutoring. Unless otherwise specified, all drafts for writing projects must be word processed and turned in via email.

