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ENGLISH 1031-1032  Section 02


                   

   Spring 2007
T Th  9:30 - 10:50 AM & 11:00 - 12:20  CAS 305   

Instructor: 
Sally Chandler, Ph.D.

Office:

324  CAS

Office Phone:   908 737 0380

Email:  

ENG3017@gmail.com
Office hours: 
M & W 12:30 - 2:00 pm; 


T & Th12:30 - 2:00 pm


M  5:45 - 6:45 pm



Th 9:00-9:30 am & by appt


CREATIVE NONFICTION: FINDING YOUR VOICE 
Course Description & Objectives.  Students in ENG 3017 analyze, compose and experiment with a range of genres for creative nonfiction. These genres include personal essays and analytic/reflective narrative.  You will gain proficiency in composing for real-world markets through assessing audience expectations; identifying/clarifying a central focus/purpose; writing to genre demands; and using writing to create knowledge.  Classes make extensive use of peer workshops and students work together to analyze assigned readings, their on-going writing, and their own processes for writing and thinking. Writing projects are created through successive drafts and made available to classmates (and other readers) on student blogs.   
Required Texts  (available at the College Bookstore).. 
Thiel, Diane. Winding Roads: Exercises in Writing Creative Nonfiction. New York: Longman, 2007
Other Materials & Requirements

Spiral or bound notebook for writing journal

USB Flash drive or other memory device

Binder to keep handouts + hard copies of work (optional)
Course Communication + Turning in Assignments

Course Communication:  Course documents and discussions of class activities will be posted at  Blogger  (http://keancnffall2008.blogspot.com.)  At the beginning of the term, you will create your own blog and a gmail account for this course (or you may use your Kean email).  The gmail account allows you to chat with classmates, create group documents, and engage in other collaborative activities with me and your classmates.  You do not need to be "tech savvy" to take this course, as we will create and use these accounts together.  However, to participate effectively in this class you will need reliable access to an internet connection that can handle the course sites. If you have questions or problems, make an appointment during my office hours at the beginning of the term (see "Anticipating technical difficulties") and I will walk you through any aspect of the process you are concerned about.  The dedicated email account for this course is eng3017@gmail.com.  
Anticipating technical difficulties:  You must access the internet on a routine basis to complete your work for this course.  If you do not have a computer or an adequate home connection, you will need to arrange time at the computer labs at school.  All assignments are turned in as attachments or as posts to your blog.   If you have trouble accessing the internet from home and you cannot turn in an assignment, ** bring the assignment to class on your memory device and turn in or post your work before class.**  If Blogger is not working when you arrive at class, or if you encounter further difficulties, speak to me before class.  There will be technical difficulties - there always are; but there are also creative ways to work around them. 


Assignments and Grades

Document Format and Criteria for Grades.  Document formats and criteria for grades are stated on assignment sheets specific to each assignment. Assignment sheets for all major assignments are posted on the Course Blog. Unless otherwise specified, all drafts for writing projects must be submitted electronically, either through email or at your blog.

Grades 
1.  Writing projects

Drafts + revised personal essay
150 points


Drafts + revised essay on place/object or person
150 points

Drafts for reflective essay on writing
100 points


Portfolio (includes finished writing for two essays + reflective piece)
 200 points

Total points
 600 points 
2.  Blog

 200 points
3. Paticipation, blog comments, writing journal, presentations  
 200 points

Total points for course







1000 points
.

.

1. Writing projects and portfolio.  You will develop five drafts over the course of the term: two personal essays, two essays focused on a place, object or person; and a reflection on your writing experiences.  You will revise and polish - for a grade - one personal essay, one essay on place etc, and the reflective writing. Criteria for grades will be stated on assignment sheets posted at the course blog. You will also submit one of your finished essays for publication (we will work together, as a class, on finding suitable publication venues and coaching each other on the submission processes). 

Portfolio.  Final grades for completed projects will be assigned on the basis of work turned in for the portfolio.  The portfolio will include drafts and revised essays for your writing projects, plus brainstorming and reflective writing.  
2. Blogs.  Your blog grade is based on your posts as well as your comments to, interactions with, and support for your classmates.  Over the course of the semester you are assigned 23 blog entries: I will drop your three lowest scores - so you get to miss "3 for nothing."   Blogs will be graded more frequently at the beginning of the term (so you get a feel for what is expected) than toward the end, and entries are worth 10 points each.   
Blog comments:  I acknowledge that it may be stressful to comment on classmates’ work.  At the beginning of the course you will not know each other and you may worry that if you write something someone doesn’t like they may come back at you.  In general, students are very polite to one another. Keep in mind that commenting grades are based on the quality of your suggestions => both your tactfulness and kindness – and the extent to which you can generate constructive, creative suggestions to help a fellow writer focus, develop, freshen up and otherwise strengthen his or her work.   We will have discussions throughout the term about how to comment on work in ways which are both positive and constructive.

Also, those of you who participate in online forums may be quite experienced in this process and can help classmates who are new to the process.  If you ever feel distressed about what a reader suggests, remember that: 1) his or her comments are just one opinion and you get to decide how you will respond to that opinion => you are the author and are the person who makes all revisions to your work; and 2) I read all entries and comments and will moderate if necessary. 
Criteria for blog entries:  Blog entries may be informal (don’t worry about spelling and sentence structure etc).  So long as I can follow what you are writing – you should get full credit.  Your entries do not have to be “right” => that is, in your blog it is OK, even good, to speculate, spout off, associate, talk in circles.  The point is to spend some serious time with the ideas we are discussing as a class. 

To get full credit an entry should be:

1. Focused on the assigned topic.

2. Linked to other classmates’ comments, to readings, and to class discussions.  

3. Centered on stating your thoughts, opinions and ideas. 

To receive credit, blog entries must be posted before the beginning of the on the due date. Late blogs do not receive credit.
How long should an entry be?  Long enough to develop a thoughtful discussion of the assigned topic.   
3. Paticipation, writing journal, presentations.
You will participate in some form of group work, group discussion, short presentation, in-class writing, or reflection in every class.  You earn credit for these activities by coming to class prepared and completing the assigned class work.  You can earn 10 points in each class.  There are 28 class meetings, which means you can earn 280 out of 250 points if you come prepared to every class (which means you can miss 3 classes at no cost to your grade).  There are 3 absences for no penalty, but no excused absences. If you are late you can earn a maximum of 5 points for the class whether you are prepared or not.  If you do not participate in the day's activity - reading from your writing journal, presenting, or taking part in workshop - you get no credit for the day. You cannot make up in-class work. 

Other Information + FAQs
Problems with computers.  If you do not have access to a computer at home, or cannot access blogger from your home computer, you will have to arrange time to use the computers at Kean, your local library, an internet café, or some other place with a suitable computer and connection.  Because some of you may not have experience with digital writing, I will cut you some slack during the first weeks of class.  After the third week, you will be expected to use keep your blog and turn in assignments online.  Your classmates, the lab techs in the computer labs, tech savvy friends, and workshops sponsored by the University are all possibilities for extra help.  Also, I am more than willing to work with you on specific technology issues connected to this course.  
Storing your work.   I strongly advise you to keep your work online (as attachments in your gmail account, and on your blog) and on a jump drive.  I advise against floppy disks and Read/write CDs (these are often unstable).  If you keep your work online, it will always be available to you.  
When are assignments late?   Assignments are due before class on the day they are listed as due on the calendar/assignment sheet.  In some cases due dates will be revised.  Revisions to due dates and assignment criteria will be posted on the course blog.  If you turn in a paper after class begins - your paper is late by one day. Papers (including drafts) turned in before the next class will be graded but lose one grade, papers turned in before a second class lose two grades.  Papers turned in more than two classes after the due date will not receive credit.  If you communicate with me by email prior to the due date, explaining your circumstances, there may be exceptions to this policy.  Because work is turned in electronically, if you are absent your work is still due unless you communicated with me ahead of time to make a special arrangement.  In other words, if you miss class and do not turn in an assignment, you will need to communicate with me by email  before class.  .  
Consequences for late papers:  You lose one grade for each class your work is late; after two classes you receive a zero for the assignment..
Cheating & Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is representing writing by someone else as your work.  Read Kean University’s Academic Integrity Policy at:  http://www.kean.edu/academicintegrity.html
