Response  Essay
Purpose  

To provide experience: 1) developing focused summaries; 2) developing a focus for an essay; 3) connecting to a text to develop and support a focus.  
Description of the assignment  

Write an essay where you summarize one of the ideas set forward in the assigned reading, and then reply to that idea by introducing thoughts or information that create a conversation with the text. You should begin the essay by introducing the idea from the reading that you intend to respond to.  State this idea clearly, and mention any supporting material from the reading that you will refer to in your response.  After you have presented the idea from the reading - respond to that idea with your own perspective. Your response should introduce ideas, information, and interpretations not included in the text.  
Strategies to work on:  

Invention (this includes finding a focus, generating & organizing ideas; considering audience; and clarifying a purpose); summarizing; paragraphing;  

selecting and presenting material focused on a specific interpretation of a text; using your experience and knowledge as a way to open up readings for discussion.  
.

Criteria for grade:  
Accuracy of your representation of a central point of focus from the reading
Use of + connection to supporting details from the reading
Relevance of your response to central ideas of the reading

Development and clarity of your response

Coherence and organization; 

Depth of analysis; 
Style/voice; 

Writing generally free from errors,

Format: MLA (see http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/ ).  
Length:  1 ½ to 2 pages.

