Draft Assignment Sheet for ENG 4070 Research essay
Purpose: to provide experience framing and investigating research questions relevant to writing center issues; to become familiar with the literature on writing center research; to produce a research essay

Description of assignment: Develop a research essay to introduce and explore a clearly framed research question.  Your essay must contribute new data and extend existing ideas about what that data means or how it should be interpreted.  This is not a report; your work must develop new ideas, combine or apply existing ideas and theories in new ways, interpret data in light of a new perspective, or in some way contribute to innovation and new understandings in the field of writing center studies. 
Criteria for grade:

Clear statement of your research question

Overview of important research related to your question

Statement of your method for studying/answering your question

Presentation of your findings

Connections between your findings and the research literature
Discussion of your conclusions

Statement of additional research that will be necessary to answer any remaining questions

Important dates: 

Blog 15: Research question + brainstorm writing
Blog  18: Annotated bibliography for your research project

W Nov 11 Presentation on research project: research plan (posted for Blog 20)
M Nov 23: draft for introductory sections of essay (posted for Blog 21)
W Dec 2: draft data section of your essay (posted for Blog 23)
M Dec 9: complete draft research essay

W Dec 16: Final essay turned in with portfolio
Length and format:  MLA format
Graduate students: 10-12 pages, minimum 8 references

Undergraduate students: 8 pages, minimum 4 references

