PAGE  
1
Informed Consent Form
of three

Project Title:  Peer Tutoring at Kean University


Primary Investigator:  

Department of English


Contact Information:     



 

Faculty Advisor:  
Sally Chandler, Ph. D.

Department of English

Office: CAS 324

Phone: 7 - 0380

Email: schandle@kean.edu
Invitation to participate in our study:  You are being asked to participate in a research study of peer tutoring for writing as it is conducted in learning centers, such as Kean University's Center for Academic Success.  We hope to learn about the effectiveness and relative advantages of the different instructional techniques and strategies used during tutoring sessions.  

Subject selection:  You are being asked to participate because of your participation in peer tutoring sessions at CAS.

Purpose of the study:  Information gathered through observing your session will help provide a more complete picture of how and why peer tutoring works.  By analyzing patterns of communication and behavior in your session and the sessions of other writers, our study will provide peer tutors and learning center directors with theory and practices for conducting more effective tutoring sessions to help students work on their writing.

Procedures:   Because we hope to gather data how students and tutors work together in tutoring sessions, researchers will observe and take notes as you work on your writing with a tutor in exactly the same way you would work if the researcher were not there. The observer will not interfere in any way, and if at any time during the session you decide that you no longer want to be observed, all you need to do is say so and the observer will leave.  You are under no obligation to let the researcher observe, and your refusal to have your session observed will in no way influence your work with your writing tutor. Your consent to participate allows the researcher to observe the session you are currently about to begin, and you are under no obligation to consent to the observation of any of your future sessions.  To protect your privacy, you will be identified by a false name in all notes and in any publications that result from these observations.  In addition, any details or facts that might enable people who know you to recognize you will be removed from written accounts of your sessions.
Participation:  Participation in this research is completely voluntary.  If at any time - during or after the observation of your session -  you decide that you do not want to participate, your participation will be withdrawn without penalty.

Potential risks:  There is a possibility that researchers observations of your sessions will be included in publications, and that you might be identified by readers who know you.
Potential benefits: There are no direct benefits to you.  The educational community as a whole, however, will benefit from the increased understanding of tutoring processes.

Financial Obligation:  There is no financial obligation on the part of participants
Compensation:  There is no compensation for participation in this study.

Confidentiality:  You will not be mentioned by name either in researchers' notes or in any publications that result from data collection.  Researchers will remove any identifying characteristics from all published accounts of observations from your sessions.  Notes on your sessions will be kept under the researchers supervision for the duration of the study, and in a locked box while not in the researchers possession.  Notes on your sessions will be destroyed subsequent to completion of the study.
Contact Information:  If you have questions or comments, you should contact:


Researcher's name:  



email:  



phone:

Sally Chandler 

schandle@kean.edu
908 737 0380

Or Kean University IRB

jcronin@exchange.kean.edu
909 737 5943
Agreement to participate:

I have read or had read to me all of the above information about this research study, including information related to procedures, confidentiality, risks and side effects, benefits, costs, compensation and contact information.  The meaning of this information has been explained to me and I understand it.  I have asked all of the questions I have about this study and my questions have been answered to my satisfaction. 

I hereby consent to participate in this study. I understand that my participation is voluntary and that I may withdraw from the study at any time by calling Dr. Sally  Chandler at 908 737 0380.  I further understand that my withdrawal or refusal to participate in this study involves no penalty and will in no way affect my participation in tutoring sessions or my grade in any courses I take at Kean University, now or in the future.  A copy of this consent form will be given to me at the time of signing.
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Signature


Printed

Name



Date



Faculty Advisor
Signature


Printed

Name



Date



