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Literacy and Technology Narrative

Warm up prompts:

What do you remember about your first experiences with reading and books?  Did your parents read to you?  Did you have books of your own?  Do you remember some of the first books that you read (or pretended to read, or tried to read) on your own?
What do you remember about learning to write?  Did you play at writing before you went to school?  

When did you first start to read and write for your own purposes?  What did you read and write?  Why?  How were school v home experiences similar and different?  

What were your first experiences with digital technologies?  How old were you?  How did you feel about it?  

What were your first experiences with digital technologies for writing?  How old were you?  How did you feel about it?  


Describe some of your activities/intereactions with your friends, family, on your own in grade school, middle school, high school, that involved reading and writing - either digital or print.

How - or do you think digital technologies influenced the way you feel about reading and writing?

How do you use reading and writing to be with, or be in touch with your friends in your present life? 

List some skills or practices have you learned from or with your friends?  

Write some particular examples of activities or interactions with your friends that use writing. 

How do you feel about reading and writing in this context?

How do you use reading and writing to be with, or be in touch with your family in your present life?

List some skills or practices have you learned from or with your friends?  

Write some particular examples of activities or interactions with your friends that use writing. 

How do you feel about reading and writing in this context?

How do you use reading /writing for school & work.  What do you like best?  What do you like least?

Describe some experiences you have had reading and writing on the internet.

List some of your recent experiences reading and writing.  Which (if any) of these experiences have re-shaped your identity as a reader/writer?

Reflecting to find a focus:

Look over what you have written.

Identify three or four of what you see as the most important formative experiences in your relationship to writing from the list above.

Do they have anything in common?  How did each experience shape your identity as a writer?

Do you see any long-term patterns that began in your childhood?  Which experiences from your childhood do you see as setting up your current relationships to reading and writing?  

Does your recent experience seem more important that early experience?   Was there a "shift" in the way you thought about or valued writing?  If so, when? What do you think brought it about?  Do you imagine that you might change your relationship to writing again in the future?
Which parts of your relationship to writing do you think are the result of your "formative experiences" and which parts do you think connect to your "nature"?

How do you feel about writing?  What in your life do you think contributed to those feelings about writing?  How do those feelings contribute to/undermine your identity as a writer?  Do you have any intentions to change, expand, revise your relationship to writing?  Why?

How has the way you use writing/technology changed?  Which are the best examples of "turning points"? 

Are there any personal, family, educational, or work-related experiences that drove or focused your relationship to writing?  Where did the "connection" or the values associated with those experiences come from?  
Literacy and Technology Narrative

Purpose 

to reflect on the nature of writing and communication in the 21st century; to explore your relationship to the experiences and cultural settings that shaped you as a writer; to examine your assumptions, values, and beliefs about writing; to write a focused essay where you explore one aspect of the cultural, educational, economic, social, personal that influence how and whether we become effective writers.
Description of the assignment
Using the prompts your wrote into during class along with your familiarity with the history of the internet and digital writing technologies, write a narrative where you place your story of becoming literate within the context of the cultural (general attitudes - what was happing) , economic, educational, social (friends and family) and personal settings that influenced you.  

As we discussed, learning to read and write is not something that happens at one particular point in time.  It is on-going: a series of experiences that connect to and build on one another, and some experiences will be more influential than others.  The work of this assignment is to identify the factors/eperiences that were most important in shaping you as a literate participant in 21st century culture, and to reflect on how, why, and what it means that you became the kind of writer you are.

Your narrative must have a focus.  Because you can't write about all of your writing experiences, you need to choose stories that have a thematic or conceptual connection. After you cast a wide net through writing to the prompts, look for patterns and themes in the circumstances, experiences, people, etc who/that shaped you.  Think about which kinds of experiences were most important and why.  What motivated you?  Where did you do the most learning and writing and why?  Did anyone in particular or any group have a strong influence on your attitude toward writing in general + digital writing in particular?  We do some brainstorming on focusing your essays in class.  
Criteria 
A clear focus on your development as a literate participant in 21st century culture.  

Detailed stories of incidents that influenced you as a writer and that relate to your focus

Reflective discussion of connections between your stories and your focus

A series of observations or generalizations about why you think you developed in the way you did

Length: suitable for in-depth development of your material

Form: word processed documents, but since these are electronic documents - you may insert hyperlinks, images, sound etc as you choose

Calendar: 

1/26  Reflect on your literacy and technology experiences (don't write - but do some talking + remembering); map out the sequence of events in recent technological history- correlate it to your life
1/29  in-class writing to gather the important literacy experiences, people, circumstances, etc from your life
2/9    due draft literacy & technology narrative posted on blog - in-class commenting

2/16  due final literacy & technology narrative on blog
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