Worksheet for developing a research plan:
1. Familiarize yourself with your topic:


do some general reading about what others have written on your topic


create some brief summaries of what others have written (keep track of your sources)


make a list of the ideas/questions others are bringing to your topic

2. Identify a research question:

Develop a list of questions you might want to explore with respect to your topic
Strategies to deepen and focus your question:

Deepen questions that interest you by asking further questions about: 
causes and effects;  
classification or definitions of the concepts your are studying; 
relative value or importance of ideas associated with your questions;

the history and evolution (etiology) of materials your questions engage; 
consequences for users or some other group associated; 
relationships among the actors, actions, context and consequences 
Organize the questions you have asked by focus

3. Decide what you need to know to answer your research question:

Do some reading about ideas/research associated with your question + note the questions other researchers have asked + how they answered them

Using what you have found from your reading, map out the kind of information you will need to answer your question 

4.  Formulate a research plan that includes:

Statement of purpose (what you hope to show/discover)
Detailed statement of your research question

List of the information you need to gather

A preliminary list of sources

Plan for gathering your information

