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ENG 5070:  Writing Center Theory and Practice
            Fall, 2009
M W 4:30 - 5:45 pm in the Kean University Writing Center 

Instructor: Sally Chandler, Ph.D.

Office:
CAS 324  

Office Phone:   908 737 0380

Email: ENG4070@gmail.com
Office hours: 
M & W 12:30 - 2:00 pm; 


T & Th12:30 - 2:00 pm


M  5:45 - 6:45 pm



Th 9:00-9:30 am & by appt

Calendar 

This calendar is a work in progress.  As we move through the semester we will make changes - to keep track of what exactly is due - you will need to read updates posted on the course blog, ENG 4070: Peer Tutoring.
Week 1 
W Sept 7
Overview syllabus / calendar; Introductions – What do Writing Centers do? 
Assignment:  

Read:  McAndrew and Reigstad, 8-21.  

Write: Bring a notebook (or a laptop) to use as a journal, and to keep notes on your tutoring sessions
send training certificate to ENG4070@gmail.com  No later than Sept 14.

Week 2  

M Sept 12
Journal writing 
Discussion: research on writing center work. How does writing work?  How does coaching work? 

Set up Blog – link to classmates' blogs, make your first entry
Set up your email account 
Assignment: 

Blog 1: How would you describe what writing centers do?  Make a list of principles that you see as underlying the kind of work that goes on in writing centers. 
Read: McAndrew and Reigstad, 21-30.
W Sept 14
Discussion of writing process(es) + tutoring processes
Introduce Lunsford - review critical reading 
Blog 2: list Lunsford’s main points 
Read: Barnett and Blumer, "Collaboration, Control, and the Idea of a Writing Center" by Andrea Lunsford 

Week 3
M Sept 21  
Discussion: Lunsford and writing center philosophies

Review assignment sheet for writing a response essay 
Assignment 

Blog 3: Your writing center philosophy 
Read:  Coaching when the writer does not have a draft - McAndrew and Reigstad, 31-42

W Sept 23 
Read and respond to classmate's blog entries.  
Discussions: Coaching students w/o a draft; 
Tutoring sessions to develop a response to Lunsford's essay=> use your writing journal (or laptop) to take notes + write a reflection on how your session went 
Assignment

Blog 4:  What did you learn from your tutoring session?  What did you learn about being the student?  About being the tutor?  Which parts of the conversation worked best - for you as a student? for you as a tutor?  Connect this discussion to points made by McAndrew & Reigstad
Read:  Models and strategies: responding to writers' work McAndrew and Reigstad 42 - 69

Write: Write a response to Lunsford
Week 4

M Sept 28  Due: Response to Lunsford

Conduct a tutoring session on the Response to Lunsford focused on HOC=> take notes in your writing journal 
Assignment: 
Blog 5:  write a description of what you did in your sessions + reflect on what you learned from McAndrew and Reigstad 

Read: North, "The Idea of a Writing Center;" "Revisiting The Idea of a Writing Center," 63-92. 
Write: Revise Lunsford
W Sept 30  Due: Revised response to Lunsford
Discussion North: problems with bad assignments, bad comments + supporting faculty
Write in your writing journal about North's essays

Assignment: 

Blog 6:  Take another shot at a writing center philosophy
Read:  Review McAndrew and Reigstad's discussion of LOC
Week 5  

M Oct 5 Returned: Response to Lunsford
Discussion: taking notes on writing sessions

Conduct sessions to develop a response to North  => take notes!
Reflection on taking notes on sessions

Assignment: 

Blog 7: What was your experience of taking notes on a writing session?  What did you focus on?  What uses can you imagine for these notes?  What do you think it is most important to write down about what happens in a writing session?  
Read:  McAndrew and Reigstad, 89-102, "Tutoring different people," & "Minimalist Tutoring" by Jeff Brooks, 219-224
Write:  Write a response to North
W Oct 7   Due: Response to North  

Discussion minimalist tutoring + tutoring different people 
Group work: brainstorm what kinds of information you think should be on an evaluation sheet or checklist to help you keep track of how sessions are going  
Conduct sessions on North essays
Assignment

Read: "A Critique of Pure Tutoring" by Linda Shamoon and Deborah Burns, 225 in Barnett and Blumer
Blog 8: Create a draft writing session assessment form and post it to your blog
Week 6   

M Oct 12  No Class Columbus Day  Due: evaluation sheets + essays on North
Blog 9:  How is this class going?  What are you learning about coaching writing?  
W Oct 14  Returned: North essays
Discussion Shamoon & Burns 
More discussion of writing session assessment forms
Assignment
Blog 10: How can you decide what approach to take with a student?  What approach matches your personality?  What approach matches your writing center philosophy?  

Read:  Permsission forms + debriefing forms (on web site); logsheets& writing tutor observation forms (133-135 in McAndrew & Reigstad)
Week 7   
M Oct 19 
Presentation on portfolios + research project  

Practices for conducting & documenting sessions
Assignment:

Blog 11: Review descriptions of your in-class sessions from your writing journal and on your blog and brainstorm a list of ideas that you might like to write your final essay on
W Oct 21 

Coach students in the Writing Center: write about your sessions in your writing journal

Assignment: 

Blog 12:  More brainstorming for your research project.  Choose 3 ideas from your list and do some freewriting/brainstorming to explore how you might develop each idea (this means 3 brainstorm lists)  
Read:   Murphy, "Freud in the Writing Center," 296 in Barnett and Blumer; Review body language, 28-30 in McAndrew and Reigstad
Week 8   Sign up for conferences on your final project 

M Oct 26
Talk about your sessions from Wednesday
Discussion Murphy + body language
Assignment: 

Blog  13: What did you learn about body language - how can you use this information in your coaching sessions?
Read: Newkirk, "The first five minutes: Setting the agenda in a writing conference
W Oct  28  

Coach students in the Writing Center: write about your sessions in your writing journal

Assignment:

Blog 14:  Make a list of what you have been reading for your research projects.  Include links (when appropriate) and a short summary of what the material tells you
 

Week 9   

M Nov 2
Share references + talk about developing a research plan
Blog 15:  Post your research question + do some brainstormy writing about what you will observe at sessions + read about to develop your project

W  Nov 4
Coach students in the Writing Center: write about your sessions in your writing journal
Assignment:

Blog 16:  Describe what you are learning in your tutoring sessions.  Include as much detail as possible.  If possible (and it may not be), focus on features of what you are learning with respect to your research project.

Read: "Learning Disabilities in the Writing Center" by Julie Neff, 376 in Barnett and Blumer
Review Chapter Eight in McAndrew and Reigstad

Week 10   

M Nov 9
Discuss/reflect on coaching sessions 

Discussion "Learning Disabilities" + In-class work on portfolio + work on critiques
Blog 17: Develop a philosophy on diversity in the Writing Center + post your final statement for your writing center philosophy

W Nov 11  
Coach students in the Writing Center: write about your sessions in your writing journal
Assignment:

Blog 18:  Annotated bibliography for your research project
Write: Work on your research plan
Week 11 

W Nov 16
Presentations on research projects
Assignment:

Blog 19: Check out writing center philosophies of the different writing centers linked to the course site.  How are they different?  How will these differences affect the kind of help students receive?  Write a philosophy statement for the Kean University Writing Center. 

W Nov 18
Coach students in the Writing Center: write about your sessions in your writing journal
Assignment:

Blog 20: Post complete research plan

Week 12  

M  Nov 23
Presentations on research projects
Blog 21:  Post draft for first three sections of your research essay (or any sections you want feedback on)
W Nov 25  No Class  -  Happy Thanksgiving
Blog 22:  Post any writing you would like classmates/me to provide feedback on
Week 13  

M Nov 30
In-class writing/coaching to work on your essays
Assignment:

Blog 23: Post the presentation of your findings + your conclusions

W Dec 2
In-class writing: reflecting on what you have learned for this course
Blog 24:  reflections on the course
Week 14  

M Dec 7
Student presentations on final essays 
Blog 25:  final essay


W Dec 9

Student presentations on final essays 

Blog 26:   final writing center philosophy
Week 15 

M Dec 14
In-class work on portfolios – be sure to turn in all signed permission forms if you have not done so 
Blog 27:  suggestions for the course
M Dec 16

Due portfolio
