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ENGLISH 1031-1032  Section 02


                   

   Spring 2007
T Th  9:30 - 10:50 AM & 11:00 - 12:20  CAS 305   

Instructor: 
Sally Chandler, Ph.D.

Office:

324  CAS

Office Phone:   908 737 0380

Email:  

ENG3017@gmail.com
Office hours: 
M & W 12:30 - 2:00 pm; 


T & Th12:30 - 2:00 pm


M  5:45 - 6:45 pm



Th 9:00-9:30 am & by appt


1.  Explorations: "What is creative nonfiction?"
Week 1

Th Sept 3
Introductions
Set up your blog  http://www.blogger.com/start  / gmail account 

Read: Didion, "On Keeping a Notebook," Alexie, "Superman & Me," 128, "Out There" by Jo Ann Beard, Keeping a Journal, p. 7
Blog 1: your definition of CNF, bring your writing journal to class
Th Sept 10  
Journal writing: earliest memories

Creating a portfolio

Discussion: keeping a journal + what is creative nonfiction
Read: Lott: "Toward a definition of creative nonfiction," 270; Kincaid, "Biography of a Dress," 209
Blog 2 : What does Kinkaid's essay add to ideas of creative nonfiction that are not so strong in the other readings?  How did Lott's discussion add to your ideas? 

Week 2

M Sept 14  
Journal writing: body as history - scars, marks from the past
Discussion features of creative nonfiction
Introduction to "historical examples"

Read: Montaigne, That Men Should Not Judge  Montaigne , Orwell, Shooting an Elephant
Blog 3: how are these essays different from/the same as the more contemporary examples?

What elements mark the voice in the more recent works as "contemporary "?    
Th Sept 17 
Writing Journal: favorite tastes, sounds, physical sensations + associations 

Discussion: historical examples of essays - what is different about creative nonfiction? 

Read: Schwartz, "My father always said"
Blog 4: What is the overall focus of this essay?  What is the focus of each section?  How does Schwartz use the gaps between sections?  

: 
Week 3

M Sept 21  
Writing journal: experiences that changed you
Using scenes to build a story
Read: Alive by Laurie Lynn Drummond, Danticat, "Westbury Place"
Blog 5: What is the main focus of each of these essays (what is the 'point')?  What kind of structure does the structure of each essay build the dramatic impact for that point? 
Th Sept 24 
Writing journal: family stories
Discussion Drummond & Danticat

Presentation on personal essay assignment
Read: Oliver, "Decent;" Thiel, "Crossing the border," 245
Blog 6: Rank the essays we have read so far in terms of how well they meet the requirements for your personal essay: Then: 1) justify your rankings; 2) name the experience + the reflection/observation in each essay
2.  Personal essays: Working between story and reflection

Week 4  CONFERENCES
M Sept 28   
Writing Journal: writing into your emotions
Writing to the assignment, finding a focus: using your journal
Read: O'Brien, "How to tell a true war story"
Blog 7: What is the "truth" in this story
Th Oct 1  
Writing Journal: write the "truth" in terms of fiction for an experience that was important for you
Discussion O'Brien: making the reader work, truth in interpretation, but not in the facts
Read: Gutkind, "Creative Nonfiction Police"
Blog 6: Post your draft for Essay 1
Week 5  Schedule a conference for comments on Essay 1 + brainstorming for Essay 2
M Oct 5 Due: Essay 1 (draft)
Writing Journal: mining your journal - looking for recurring themes
more discussion of truth: O'Brien + Gutkind
Read: Smoking gun expose of A Million Little Pieces
http://www.thesmokinggun.com/jamesfrey/0104061jamesfrey1.html
Winfrey backlash

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/01/27/books/27oprah.html?ex=1296018000&en=ddd9b3b2c1f92c9a&ei=5088&partner=rssnyt&emc=rss
Write: Blog 7: What went well in your first essay?  What do you need to work on (take a look at the suggestions for revision, (p. 95-96 in your text).  What are you going to try to do differently in your next essay?  Do some freewriting, associative freewriting (use your journal) clustering/outlining, listing - whatever works best for you to find your focus for essay 2.  

Th Oct 8  Essay 1 returned at your conference
Writing Journal: have you ever been harmed by a lie? 
discussion Frey + a million little pieces
Blog 8: post the experience and the reflection for your 2nd essay + whatever writing you have and would like feedback on
Week 6

M Oct 12  NO CLASS     COLUMBUS DAY 

Th Oct 15 
Write feedback to classmates' posts on essay 2
Workshop partial drafts
Blog 9: Post draft for Essay 2 

Week 7

M Oct 19 Due: draft Essay 2 

Writing Journal: What is at stake in each of your essays?  What was your purpose?  Did you follow through?  Is it important that you do?
Workshop essay of your choice
Read:  Revising, 88 - 96
Blog 10: write a narrative describing how you decided which essay to revise
Th Oct  22
Workshop: Revision
Presentation on Essay 3,4
Read: Stanton, "Laundry"; review Kincaid, "Biography of a Dress," 
Blog 11: look in your closet, a drawer, your purse or wallet, your pockets or backback (if you are really into this you can look in boxes where you've put away things from your past)- write the stories of one or two of the things you find there 
3. Essays about place, objects and processes 

Week 8  
M Oct 26
Writing Journal: List objects that are important to you; put dates beside them (for when they came into your life), name any people they are associated with; list any experiences they are associated with - then read through and see if there are any patterns in what connects you to things
Discussion "Laundry" + "Biography of a Dress"

Read:  Cofer, "Silent Dancing," 154;  Lott, "Brothers"
Blog 12: Write about a photograph; this does not need to be a complete piece, just write, maybe ask some questions about what was going on, or what happened before or since to the people in the photo - or to the place or things ; bring several photos to class
Th Oct 29  Due: Revised Essay 1 or 2
Writing Journal: writing about a photographs

Discussion Cofer + Lott 

Read: Nye, "Three Pokes of a Thistle;" Gioia, "Lonely Impulse of Delight"
Blog 13: clothing
Week 9 
M Nov 2   
Journal writing: describe a person by the objects in their room/purse/car etc

Brainstorming for Essay 3
Blog 14: post pre-draft Essay 3 + specific request for feedback
Th Nov 5  

Portfolio check
Comment on classmates' pre-drafts for Essay 3
Journal writing:  what do you need to do to finish your draft for Essay 3?
In-class workshop on draft Essay 3 
Read:  McPhee “The Search for Marvin Gardens”
Blog 15: list some places that have been important in your life - if possible - go to one of them and write in your writing journal about what you see => use this writing to create a blog entry

Week 10  Schedule Conferences on Essay 3
M Nov 9  Due: Draft Essay 3
Journal writing: describe the setting of a dramatic event; don't directly mention the event Discussion McPhee + brainstorming for Essay 4
Read: Thiel, 53-54, Walton, from Mississippi: An American Journey, Berry, "An Entrance to the Woods," p. 139
Blog 16: post a pre-writing for essay 4 + specific requests for comments
Th Nov 12  
Writing Journal: finding a focus

Discussion Walton + Berry

workshop/ conferences on Essay 4
Blog 17: Pre-draft essay 4 draft   + requests for suggestions  
Week 11 
M Nov 16  Due: pre-draft Essay 4
Workshop
Blog 18: Post Essay 4
Th Nov 19  Due: Essay 4  
Journal writing: what makes a good essay
Presentation on finding publication venues
Read: Atwood, "Nine Beginnings," 257, Thiel, "Creating Scenes: A Revision Narrative," 88-94.

Blog 19: markets are available for your work

4.  Becoming a writer: writing about writing, creating a portfolio, submitting work for publication 

Week 12

M Nov 23   Returned Essay 4; SCHEDULE CONFERENCES ON ESSAY 3/4
Journal writing: writing about writing

Presentation on Reflective essay: Writing about writing process
Discussion Atwood + Thiel
In-class work on final draft for Essay 3 / 4

Read:  Stanton, “Zion,” and “On Writing ‘Zion’,” 
Blog 20: How did your relationship to your material affect your composing process?  Describe / compare the composing processes you used as you revised one of your essays.  
W Nov 26  NO CLASS  HAPPY THANKSGIVING
Week 13

M Nov 30  
Journal writing + sharing: strategies for finding publication venues
Discussion Stanton  

Blog 21: Post handout for presentation of publication venue
Th Dec 3   Due: Handout for Publication venue
Presentations on Publication venues
Blog 22: Post revised Essay 3/4
Week 14

M Dec 7  Revised Essay 3/4  
Writing journal: looking for possibilities for future publications
Portfolio check
Select piece for reading - time and place TBA
Workshop essay of your choice
Blog 23: Post Draft Reflective writing
Th Dec 10  Returned:  Essay 3/4
In-class comments on reflective essays
Work on piece for reading 

Workshop essay of your choice

Week 15  
M Dec 14   
Practice for reading
Th Dec 17  Due:  Portfolio
Turn in portfolio

