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ENGLISH 3080  Section 01


                    


Spring 2009    

M Th  2:00- 3:20  CAS 307   


This calendar is a work in progress.  Check the course Blog for revisions.
1.  Relationships between Literacies + Digital Texts 
Week 1 
Th Jan 22
Introductions 

Create a dedicated gmail account, Check out syllabus & calendar at the course blog 

Use google.docs to create a timeline of the history of the internet
Read: "Is the Internet a US invention?"  Mowrey and Simcoe
Write: Contribute to construction of history of the internet; contribute to definitions/discussions in study notes 
Week 2  
M Jan 26  

Filling in gaps in understanding and information for the history of the internet

Create your blog 
Presentation Project 1: Creating a literacy and technology biography
Write: Finish setting up your blog and write your first entry.  Blog 1: what was it like using google.docs?  What features of the google.docs made it easier to collaborate with your classmates?  Describe any difficulties or problems presented by using this software to collaborate.  What kind of features might you add to google.docs to make it easier to use for class projects?
Th Jan 29  
Comment on classmates' blogs

Overview of readings for the course
In-class work on your literacy and technology biography - connecting to the development of the internet
Blog 2: Discuss the course readings. Which issues raised by the readings are of particular interest for you and why?  Describe any concepts/theories that you have practical experience with.  
Read: "Sampling "the New" in New Literacies," Lankshear and Knobel 
Week 3 
M Feb 2  Due: Blog 2
Respond to classmates' blogs

Choose your presentation topics
Discussion Lankshear & Knobel + review of response writing (academic blogging)
Blog 3: write a response to Lanksher & Knobel
Read:  "I ♥ novels"
Th Feb 5   Due: Blog 3
Reply to classmates blogs 
Discussion "I ♥ novels"
Introduce the concept of remediation
Blog 4: Post draft literacy and technology narrative
Read: "Remediation" - Jay Bolter and Richard Grusin
Week 4    
M Feb 9   Due: Blog 4
Discussion: remediation - past, present and . . .future?
Introduction Hayles

In-class writing to explore topics for course projects

Read: Hayles: hypertexts, technotexts, cybertexts
Blog 5: Exploratory writing for your wikipedia project/hypertext essay

Th Feb 12   
Comment on classmates' blogs

Discussion Hayles
Read:  Rheingold, "Flashmobs"
Blog 6: Final literacy + technology narrative 

2.  Cyberspace phenomena and communities
Week 5 
M Feb 16  No Class  Due: Blog 6
Th Feb 19  
Discussion: Flashmobs
Read: Wikipedia article
Blog 7: What in the world of print might correspond to the communications that underpin flashmobs?  How have digital communications changed/remediated these communications and what are the effects of that remediation?  What kinds of changes might you predict for the future?
Week 6  
M Feb 23    
Critical exploration of wikipedia + web communities

Check out some social networking sites
Presentation on wikipedia assignment
Read:  references for your wikipedia post
Blog 8: Exploratory writing for your wikipedia post
Th Feb 26  
Comment on classmates' blogs

Discussion: online practices for tracking, gathering, collaborating on and communicating information
Introduce "produsage"
Read: "The Key Characteristics of Produsage;" Axel Bruns
Blog 9: Describe how the "theory" in Brun's essay relates to features of the social networking sites
Week 7  
M Mar 2   
Discussion: produsage 
Presentation: web site project
Read: Open source software; Check out open source software in general and open office and audacity in particular 

Blog 10: Exploratory writing for web assignment: finding a focus, what might you like to do?
Th Mar 5   
Comment on classmates' blogs
In-class work on developing ideas for web assignment

Read: Johnson-Eilola, Chapters 1, 2 & 3; find a site similar to the kind of site you want to design
Blog 11:  Describe your audience, purpose, focus and work out some of the consequences these features of your project will have for your design; provide links to sites similar to what you have in mind  
3.  Designing texts for Cyberspace

Week 8  
M Mar 9  
Show and tell - discuss your ideas for your site
in-class work on wikipedia assignment : make wikipedia post and observe what happens
Read: Johnson-Eilola 4 & 5
Blog 12: Report on-going interactions with wikipedia 
Th Mar 12  Online Class - Chandler at Conference
Gather information about your users; 
Read: Johnson-Eilola, navigation + structure; 6&7: come to class prepared 
Blog 13: Describe your users (use grids in chapter); list elements you want to include on your site 
March 16 – 20  Spring Break

Week 9 
M Mar 23   
In-class work on layout for your site
Create a schematic for your web site 
Blog 14: Post your schematic for your web site to your blog; 

Th Mar 26  
In-class work on web site

http://office.microsoft.com/training/training.aspx?AssetID=RC061276411033
Read:  Check out some examples of Electronic Literature; come to class prepared to talk about differences between reading electronic literature and print literature
Blog 15: Give an update on your observations/experience with wikipedia
3.  From the Page to the Screen: Mindsets and Ethics

Week 10  
M Mar 30  
Discussion electronic literature
Blog 16:  Draft text for your web site
Th Apr 2  
Comment on classmates web sites

Workshop your web sites
Read: Collins, "Friend Game"
Blog 17: Final discussion of wikipedia project
Week 11 
M Apr 6 
Discussion Collins; comparison position statements 
Read: Hayles, Hyper and Deep Attention
Blog 18: Revised text for web essay

Th April 9    
Discussion Hayles
Blog 19: Characterize your patterns for attending: do you see any connections between your patterns for attending and your literacy and technology biography? 
Week 12  
M April 13   
Presentation + in-class work on reflective analysis of readings for course
Blog 20: Post draft for reflective analysis of readings
Th April 16    

Presentations on web essays
Week 14
M April 20  
Presentations on web essays

Th April 23   
Presentation on portfolio 
In-class work on portfolio + web essay
Draft web essay due at end of class
Week 15
M April 27    Web essay returned w comments   

Conferences revisions on web essays
Th April 30   
In-class work on web-essays + portfolios 

Week 16  
M May 4  Due: Portfolio, reflective analysis,  web essay
Evaluation of the course
