THE ETHICS OF TAX EVASION (PHILOSOP)
Instructions: Jesus said that we should give Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and give God the things that are God’s, but he didn’t say what Caesar is entitled to receive. Tax evasion is defined as the illegal nonpayment of taxes, whereas tax avoidance is the use of legal means to minimize taxes. Please answer the following questions dealing with the ethics of tax evasion. All individual responses will remain confidential. Results will be tallied and may be published. Please return the completed questionnaire, either by post or e-mail attachment, to:

Prof. Robert W. McGee   bob414@hotmail.com 

Andreas School of Business

Barry University

Miami Shores, FL 33161 USA

If you would like to receive a copy of the results of this survey, please send an e-mail to Prof. Robert McGee bob414@hotmail.com. 
Please insert the appropriate number in the space provided for the following statements. 
1___________2___________3___________4___________5___________6___________7

Strongly                                                                                                                      Strongly

Agree                                                                                                                           Disagree

1._____Tax evasion is ethical if tax rates are too high.

2._____Tax evasion is ethical even if tax rates are not too high because the government is not entitled to take as much as it is taking from me.

3._____Tax evasion is ethical if the tax system is unfair.
4._____Tax evasion is ethical if a large portion of the money collected is wasted.

5._____Tax evasion is ethical even if most of the money collected is spent wisely.

6._____Tax evasion is ethical if a large portion of the money collected is spent on projects that I morally disapprove of.

7._____Tax evasion is ethical even if a large portion of the money collected is spent on worthy projects.

8._____Tax evasion is ethical if a large portion of the money collected is spent on projects that do not benefit me.

9._____Tax evasion is ethical even if a large portion of the money collected is spent on projects that do benefit me.

10._____Tax evasion is ethical if everyone is doing it.

11._____Tax evasion is ethical if a significant portion of the money collected winds up in the pockets of corrupt politicians or their families and friends.
12._____Tax evasion is ethical if the probability of getting caught is low.             

13._____Tax evasion is ethical if some of the proceeds go to support a war that I consider to be unjust.

14._____Tax evasion is ethical if I can’t afford to pay.

15._____Tax evasion is ethical even if it means that if I pay less, others will have to pay more.

16._____Tax evasion would be ethical if I were a Jew living in Nazi Germany in 1940.

17._____ Tax evasion is ethical if the government discriminates against me because of my religion, race or ethnic background.

18._____ Tax evasion is ethical if the government imprisons people for their political opinions.

I am a(n): ___graduate student      ___undergraduate student

___faculty member       ___other____________________________________________

My main area of study is _____business/economics         _____theology/religious studies

____philosophy       ____other (specify)_____________________________________

I am ____male        _____female

My primary ethnic background is (check all that apply):

___Non-Hispanic white    ___Hispanic     ____African     ____Asian      ____Other

My religious affiliation is: 

____Christian (specify denomination)________________________________________

____Jewish (specify Orthodox, Conservative, Reform, etc.)_______________________

____Muslim        ____Atheist ____Other (specify)_________________________________

(Optional Comments) What are your views on the ethics of tax evasion? What determines whether tax evasion is ethical or unethical? You may use the back of this questionnaire if you need more space.
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