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WELCOME!

Welcome to the first issue ever of The Raven’s Eye, the online magazine dedicated to the feathery one and his realm!

Yes, In Raven’s Eye, we will have many features for you to enjoy from the fantastic CBBC programme!

Every issue we will have a warrior feature of a random warrior, in which we will analyse their performance on different challenges.  I won’t analyse any warriors from early series yet, as we haven’t seen them for years ( Maybe later ( 

Actually, here’s a bit of news for you.  If you haven’t been watching the Series 1 repeats on weekdays on the CBBC channel at 4:00pm, then you should do! Series 1 hasn’t been on TV for years now! While I’m on the news topic, I’ll let you know that Series 8 of Raven will start filming on May 17th and that the third spin-off series will commence filming in September.  Anyway – back to the magazine:

There will also be plenty of other features, including the Warrior Vote – yes, we at The Raven’s Eye will have our own series spanning 4 issues each tournament.  In the first three weeks, you vote for your favourite warrior and the two with the most votes will go through to the final week.  Then, we bring back the top 6 and then the warrior with the most votes after that will be the ultimate warrior of The Raven’s Eye!

I also owe a lot to Jake Collins and his ‘The Eye Shield’ fanzine, which is based around the kids’ game show Knightmare! A lot of his ideas for parts of his fanzine have inspired me in creating The Raven’s Eye, so thanks a lot to Jake.  The Eye Shield can be viewed at www.knightmare.com/tes.

So get reading, and enjoy!
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Ross Thompson

WARRIOR FEATURE terso

Fact File

Series: 5

Week: 2

Days: 1-3

Position: 5th
Gender: Female

Emblem: Moon

Real Name (according to Wikipedia): Teresa Smithson

Challenges won: Treasure Ring, Pole Climb, Serpent’s Eye, Demon Square, Leap of Faith

Challenges lost: Millstone Towers, Long Staff, Battering Ram, Balance Beam, Way of the Warrior

About Terso

Terso was a warrior from Series 5 that came 5th in her week, Week 2.  Terso doesn’t stand out as a particularly good warrior, so I don’t think we were too surprised when she was eliminated.  However, it seems that she has been unlucky in her team games – Millstone Towers and Battering Ram.  The only other two challenges she lost were Long Staff and Balance Beam, which both include similar skills.  Analysing the challenges makes us ask ourselves – maybe Terso was a pretty good warrior that was just unlucky with her teams and not too good at fighting people with staffs? We shall never know.  Below is a synopsis of how Terso did.

	Number
	Challenge
	- Lives
	+ Rings
	Notes
	Lives
	Rings

	1.1
	Warrior’s Gate
	0
	0
	Came 4th
	9
	0

	1.2
	Millstone Towers
	1
	0
	In a team with Obra and Worad
	8
	0

	1.3
	Torture Chamber
	-
	-
	Didn’t do
	8
	0

	1.4
	Treasure Ring
	0
	1
	Against Danoc
	8
	1

	1.5
	Long Staff
	1
	0
	Against Obra
	7
	1

	2.1
	Battering Ram
	1
	0
	In a team with Danoc and Molyn (girls v boys)
	6
	1

	2.2
	Pole Climb
	0
	1
	Against Danoc
	6
	2

	2.3
	Riddle Bridge
	-
	-
	Didn’t do
	6
	2

	2.4
	Balance Beam
	1
	0
	Against Danoc
	5
	2

	2.5
	Way of the Warrior
	-
	-
	At this point Danoc left the competition
	5
	2

	3.1
	Serpent’s Eye
	0
	0
	Miss, miss, board
	5
	2

	3.2
	Demon Square
	0
	1
	
	5
	3

	3.3
	Leap of Faith
	0
	0
	Didn’t jump properly, held on to harness as she fell
	5
	3

	3.4
	Wizard’s Tower – Thrall Demons
	-
	-
	Didn’t do
	5
	3

	3.5
	Way of the Warrior
	-
	-
	Fell off balance beam
	5
	3


 CHALLENGE feature – Snake pit

Welcome to the first ever Challenge Feature of The Raven’s Eye! This month, we will look at Snake Pit, from Series 4.

Description

Warriors were in teams of 3, racing to get to the end of the Snake Pit, and yes, there were real snakes in the pit so the warriors had to conquer their fears as well.  The teams have 3 planks and must cross the snake pit first to win the challenge.  Rings are also available to collect along the way.

If a warrior fell off their plank into the pit, then they lose the challenge and therefore, a life.  The team that lost the race to the other side also lost a life.

Teamwork was essential in this challenge, and the key was not to panic and stay calm.  They had to work well, passing the planks to the front and stepping on to them with haste.

Great moments

Do you remember Volna from Series 4 who tackled the Snake Pit with his team members? Both of his team members fell off, although he won the race, which left him with 6 rings.

What do I think?

I think that Snake Pit was a very good challenge and it was a shame that it only lasted one series.  The snakes made it more frightening for the warriors and viewers and I think that it was a good test of teamwork.  However (also with Spider’s Wood from Series 6), wouldn’t it be better to push your own team members off so you get more rings? It sounds cruel but you could do it.  All in all, I think it’s a shame that Snake Pit didn’t last longer.

POETRY CORNER – KENAT

She joined our quest early in Week One,

She boldly stepped forward and begun,

Onto the winch she did cling,

So that she could win gold rings,

Three gold rings were her reward,

To start her mighty golden hoard,

To Spider’s Wood then they would go,

 But alas, they were too slow,

Then, in Water Demon, she pulled Galna in,

And won another golden ring,

Then, she took up the challenge of Long Staff,

Only to get a freezing cold bath,

She battled through the week with grit,

Never giving in and not deciding to quit,

Though she lost Demon Square and Ring Rack,

Bravery she did not lack,

As showed in Leap of Faith when she beat her fear,

Gaining one ring and having a cheer,

At the battlements she put out a flame,

Gaining a ring in the difficult game,

She battled bravely through the week,

Trying to keep a wining streak,

But then at last – The Last Stand,

Which Nevar would watch over and command,

 She left her cage in last place,

But raced to the portal with extraordinary pace,

She reached her goal, and the portal she made,

Along with Kerud, as Ramso delayed, 

She once more stepped through the Warrior’s Gate,

With the sun to look up to, shining so great,

Through the final week, she battled so hard,

Always staying on her guard,

Though very good her opponents were,

The staff of power beckoned her.

Picture competition

At this point in the magazine, you get to show off your skills in art! The competition involves drawing or editing (on Photoshop or Paint for example) a picture to do with Raven! The competition will run to Issue 3.  Therefore the deadline for sending your pictures will be: 25th May 2008  Please email your pictures to thompsons.mk@virgin.net.  Get working on your Raven drawings!

Prize: To have your work presented on the front cover of Issue 3 of The Raven’s Eye and the homepage for The Raven’s Eye website! Your name will be included next to the picture.

PUZZLe – Warrior links

What links each of the first warriors to the second warriors? The same rule applies for each pair.  Answers at back of issue.

Beron – Lisan,    Suhan – Fohan,    Tezan – Lamil,    Worjo – Sharka,    Varna – Grema,    Kinsa – Volna,    Danil – Ardhu,    Brena – Nosoo

Alaunus – chapter 1 – the quiet days

The scorching sun was hanging high in the sky over the island of Alaunus.  Raven and Princess Erina were bathing in the Bog O’ Balor.  Raven and Erina would enjoy playing together over the island of Alaunus – there was a whole lot of adventure awaiting them all over the island.  Sometimes Raven would attempt to climb the cliff of Mount Zoat.  Erina always had trouble with her fears and Raven enjoyed persuading her into joining him on the cliff face.

Later that afternoon they would visit Cyrus the astronomer, who was Erina’s godfather.  He would always tell them ancient stories of the battles that raged across Alaunus.  Raven always felt glad that the land was no longer like that anymore.

Peace swept through the island.  Everyone seemed content as they watched their children bathe and laugh in the summer sun.

“Erina, do you want to go in that cave over there?” Raven asked her, “I can see a blue light glowing there.”

“Okay,” Erina replied, “but you go first.”

“Okay,” said Raven grinning, “You agreed to it!”

“What do you mean?” Erina asked.

“Mount Zoat stands in the way of it,” Raven grinned, “and you did promise.”

“Oh fine!” said Erina, “I don’t have any problem with the mountain anyway!”

“Well climb it then!” Raven challenged her.  Erina looked frightened as she approached the cliff.  Erina warily began to ascend as Raven followed.  Finally they reached the top.

“Go on,” Erina grinned, “You did promise to go first!”

“Oh yes,” Raven said.  This time it was him feeling nervous.

They entered the cave cautiously in case the blue light was any kind of enemy.  They had always been told to be aware of such appearances.

“What is it?” Raven asked Erina.

“WHAT IS IT?” the blue spirit voiced, “WHAT IS IT? Don’t you mean… who am I? My name is Haryad, what are you doing visiting me?”

See what happens to Raven and Erina in Chapter Two next time in ‘Alaunus’…


You can email me your own stories if you would like them to appear in the magazine.  Just email me at thompsons.mk@virgin.net.

The big debate

Raven: the island or raven: the secret temple?

Our first big debate is actually a pretty big debate, as we are arguing over two whole series.  First we had Raven: The Island, which was all about warriors facing challenges on Raven’s homeland.  Nevar was making an army of demons and supplying them with staffs fashioned from the Great Oak.  It is the warrior’s quest to bring back a single acorn from the Great Oak, which would supposedly save Raven’s homeland, Alaunus.

The second spin-off series, Raven: The Secret Temple, was based in India.  The story behind it is this: Raven’s homeland is dying as Nevar has placed spells on it, as his ambition is to rule Raven’s homeland.  Raven’s warriors are on a quest to retrieve the magical waters from the Secret Temple in India that can break the spell on his homeland.

So, let’s start off with the facts:

	
	Raven: The Island
	Raven: The Secret Temple

	Aired in
	2006
	2007

	Channel
	CBBC channel then BBC1
	CBBC channel then BBC1

	Episodes
	20
	20

	Starring
	James MacKenzie, Lindsay McKenzie, Michael MacKenzie
	James MacKenzie, Tara Sharma

	Filmed in…
	Scotland, at least part at Loch Lomond
	Ramoji Film City in India

	Characters
	Raven, Erina, Haryad, Cyrus, Nevar, Nevar’s demons
	Raven, Satyarani, Nevar, Nevar’s demons, spirit guards

	Quest
	To retrieve an acorn from the Great Oak in Nevar’s fortress
	To retrieve magical waters from the Secret Temple

	Setting
	Alaunus – Raven’s homeland.
	Around and in the walls of the Secret Temple in India

	Warriors
	12 – 3 teams of 4
	16 – 4 teams of 4

	Teams
	Lions (green), wolves (blue), eagles (maroon)
	Panthers (purple), eagles (red), wolves (orange), tigers (yellow)

	Quest successful?
	Yes
	Yes

	Surviving Warriors
	3 – Delra, Corso & Tanel
	1 - Sonro


So, there are the facts.  Now here come the opinions:

	The Island is better

What some people might say
	The Secret Temple is better

What some people might say

	The Island is set in Scotland, therefore feels more like Raven.  Secret Temple doesn’t feel like Raven as much
	Challenges are more exciting, rather than just abseiling and climbing cliffs, walking across beams etc.

	The Secret Temple storyline is basically a repeat of the one from the Island
	There is an added element of bringing warriors back

	The final week is a lot more exciting, in Secret Temple they pick warriors off at random
	You see leadership challenges in Secret Temple which is makes it more exciting

	The warriors are more independent, so it seems as if they really are travelling around by themselves, which makes it more exciting, not under the company of Raven or anyone else all the time.
	In Secret Temple, you see more interaction between warriors when Satyarani talks to them at the end of the day

	There seems a point to the Island challenges, a lot of Secret Temple is “testing the warriors”.
	There are lots of genuine Indian locations, so you really get the feel of the country.  For example, a real Indian market is featured.

	It’s more exciting if a warrior is just eliminated if they go wrong – if you can bring them back it’s not as exciting
	Raven features more in this series, we hardly see him at all in The Island!

	The original series is always better
	They would have improved on the bad points from The Island

	Timepieces have a point, to give them time in the eclipse, jewels are just for Satyarani to see which team is the best
	Generally more colourful and pleasing on the eye, such as better outfits.

	Warriors bringing each other back can just make things turn nasty
	There is a perfect mix between Raven and India.


So, there are your reasons! Not all of them are my opinions, there are just examples of points that people could make.  I actually prefer the first three weeks of Secret Temple as they were more engaging than them of Island.  However, I preferred the final week of Island more, as eliminations seemed a lot more on warrior skill than just luck.  It also had more exciting challenges in the final week than Temple, which is the complete reverse for the first challenges in the first three weeks.  However, on the whole I prefer The Secret Temple.

What do you think? The Island or Secret Temple?

Email me at thompsons.mk@virgin.net to cast your vote, telling me:

· Which one you prefer, the winner will be announced next issue

· Why you prefer it, some people’s views will be shared next issue

Thank you for reading! Please get voting and send your ideas in!

Raven series 8 audition – my story

Written by Nicola Thompson

This is an account written by my sister describing her audition for Raven Series 8 or the 3rd spin-off series in London on the 9th March 2008! Enjoy…

When I first got to the BBC studios I was a bit nervous about the audition but awed by the sight of it – it was gigantic! I walked through the doors and there were lots of children and their parents standing around.  We joined the queue and I got a sticker with my name on it and joined some other children so we could go into the audition room.  Everyone was really quiet, which I was quite surprised about because I thought that everyone would be trying to stand out and impress the Raven team.

We got taken into quite a big room where some children were already sitting down.  We all had to say ‘hi’ to each other and then we all sat down round the edge of the room on the floor while we were waiting for everyone else to arrive.  We had to talk to the people next to us about different topics such as weird food we like, pets and nice and nasty teachers! I was talking to the girl next to me and I was surprised that she lived in the same town as me!

When everyone had arrived in the room the Raven team introduced themselves and we were sorted into seven groups randomly.

There were nine people in my group (Group Five).  First we had to make up a Raven challenge and act it out but we only had ten minutes to prepare it.  There was a little girl that really wanted to be Nevar! We decided on a game in which two teams of three played each other.  The warriors had to (one at a time) climb up a slope, slide down, and jump on a trampoline and monkey bar to the end.  Once all three warriors were at the end they were given a riddle by the demon.  The riddle we made up was: “What has teeth but never bites?” There were too doorways with an answer over each (toothbrush and comb).  We decided on comb and the demon was banished and we gained gold rings and won the challenge (all acted of course!)! It was really good fun and I’m surprised that we managed to come up with a game idea in just ten minutes.

Then we all had to stand around the edge of the room again and they came round with a camera and gave us a random word to describe to the camera.  I was really nervous that I was going to get asked a question like ‘what is your favourite magazine’ or ‘what is your favourite pop star’ like other people, as I would have been stuck for an answer! I was surprised at how many people were mumbling and not speaking clearly! My word was ‘homework’.  I said that it smelt bad and was rather pongy! It was the first thing to come into my head! At least I spoke clearly… I hope…

Then we had a break and we got orange juice and crisps! I was talking to a few girls from my group about the application form then I went over to talk to some other children who were talking to one of the Raven team.  She was saying how the costumes were so thin in Secret Temple and how The Ledge and Pillars of Courage were actually very high up but didn’t come across well on screen! 

After a while of talking, we got back into our original groups and were given a sheet of riddles and puzzles.  At the same time, they were calling people for interviews.  I was really nervous because I knew that if I didn’t get interviewed, I probably wouldn’t get through, so whilst doing the riddles I was trying to put forwards lots of ideas and stand out to the team.  When they called my name out for an interview, I was really pleased because they must have thought I was good! I was the only one in my group to get an interview!

In the interview they first asked me to say my name and age to the camera and then asked me when I would turn fourteen.  Next they asked what my favourite Raven challenge is – I said ‘Tower Build’ because it tests courage, teamwork, speed and good tactics.  Also because it’s an exciting game! They also asked me why they should pick me to be a warrior.  I didn’t want to boast but if said I was rubbish at everything they wouldn’t pick me! I felt a bit weird by saying the things I was good at because that’s not the sort of thing you generally say! Then they asked me what three qualities are most important for a warrior.  I said teamwork (because three good warriors who are not working well together can be beaten by three not so good warriors who are working as a team), courage (because if you are scared on any challenge you will still be able to complete it) and determination (because even if a warrior is not so good at a certain challenge that they could be so determined to win that they do in the end!).  I tried to be really happy and smiley but also speak clearly so I had more chance of being chosen.

As I was going back into the audition room the lady asked me how we were getting on with the riddles.  I said that we had done most of them but we were just going back over the harder ones.  When I got back to my team they asked me what the interview was like.  I realised that they had solved one of the puzzles while I was being interviewed.

At the end, they revealed the answers to the riddles and told us that if we didn’t get interviewed it didn’t matter because they had us all on camera but they were lying! Teehee!

Oh yes, they also said that they don’t know how many warriors they need or where the third spin-off series will be filmed! I think that they were lying about this too!(
At the end, the friend I had met at the start of the audition asked me how my interview went because she had one too.  I really hoped that we could both get through to the adventure weekend in Scotland! 

I didn’t get through, but, although I was upset, I had a great day, and I’m pleased I was at least good enough to get an interview, because most people didn’t(. 

If you have any Raven experiences that you would like to share with us in The Raven’s Eye, please email your stories to thompsons.mk@virgin.net for inclusion in the magazine.

Way of the warrior facts

As we know, only four people have ever completed the Way of the Warrior.  There are Ishal and Varna (Series 2), Worjo (Series 3) and Kinsa (Series 4).  Since Kinsa’s victory there have been hardly any close attempts.  In Series 5, Leja and Obra reached the furthest point, the rope barrel path.  This means that only 17% of attempts managed to get past the shields in this series.  In Series 6, no one got past the shields at all! Tezan, Tonesh and Kerud were all closest, all of whom were pushed off by the second shield.  This meant that that only 9% of warriors in Series 5 and 6 managed to pass the shields, making the Way of the Warrior a bit predictable.  Usually as soon as they reached the shields, we knew that they would go.  This was sorted out, however, in Series 7.  The swinging axes, which were easier, and the shields were swapped round.  This meant that many more warriors reached the barrel rope path.  If warriors were good enough to get past the axes and the rope path, we think that they might have more chance with the shields, making it more exciting.  In my opinion, I think that this change was for the better.  Let’s now analyse how this had an effect on how the warriors from Series 7 did.

Elimination point of warriors from Series 7 –

	
	Number Eliminated
	Warriors Eliminated
	% Still in after this point

	Swinging cylinders
	0
	-
	100%

	Elevating path
	0
	-
	100%

	Swinging gate
	4
	Vansha, Dylar, Ridar, Kesem
	69%

	Boulder carousel
	0
	-
	69%

	Balance beam
	1
	Nisab
	62%

	Swinging axes
	2
	Wilsa, Sonos
	46%

	Barrel rope path
	4
	Lisan, Ardhu, Lenat, Beron
	15%

	Shields
	1
	Mygar
	8%

	Gnashing jaws
	1
	Danil
	0%


This just shows how much more varied the elimination points became after the swapping of the axes and the shields in Series 7 and how much more interesting Way of the Warrior has now become.

Warrior vote: series 1 week 1

Welcome to Warrior Vote! The Raven’s Eye Series 1, Week 1… The way that this works is that you vote for your favourite of the six warriors at:

www.freewebs.com/ravenseyemag/warriorvote.htm.  Upon release of Issue 2, I will announce the top two warriors with the most votes, who will go through to the final week.  Then, in Week 2 two more warriors will join them, etc…

Adluk – Series 1 Week 2 – 6th
Fohan – Series 5 Week 3 – 6th
Kefra – Series 1 Week 2 – Ill, replaced by Rakkar, who came 5th
Kelpa – Series 7 Week 1 – 3rd
Sharka – Series 3 Week 1, Series 3 Final – 6th
Skiha – Series 2 Week 3 – 3rd

GET VOTING!
Next Week: Series 1 Week 2

Goram, Halat, Norso, Simal, Sonro, Suhan

Puzzle answer

What links each of the first warriors to the second warriors?

Beron – Lisan,    Suhan – Fohan,    Tezan – Lamil,    Worjo – Sharka,    Varna – Grema,    Kinsa – Volna,    Danil – Ardhu,    Brena – Nosoo

Okay, this is quite a hard one to explain.  We need to look at what emblems the warriors were in the week and in the final week.  We’ll start with Beron and Lisan.  In his week Beron was the tree and in the final was the moon.  Lisan (who was in Beron’s week) was the moon in the week.  Get it? We’ll try it with another example:

Suhan got to the final week and was the sun.  To find who she’s linked to, we see who was the sun in her original week, so it must be Fohan.  Get it now?

The answer in a nutshell: The second warrior was the warrior from the first warrior’s week that had the same emblem in the original week as the first warrior had in the final week.

NexT ISSUE

Return to www.freewebs.com/raveneyemag on the 1st of May for Issue 2 of The Raven’s Eye.  Tezan will feature in Warrior Feature, we will be reviewing The Gorge, making a ditty about Nisab and much more! Enjoy Chapter 2 of Alaunus to see what Haryad is doing in the cave.  In Warrior Vote, we will be voting for two more warriors to join the winners from this issue.  Also, if any of you send in anything for me to include then I will include it!

AND ALSO…

INTERVIEW WITH HANSO! PLEASE SEND IN YOUR QUESTIONS FOR ME TO ASK HER AT THE BELOW ADDRESS!

Your work in the magazine

If you would like your work to feature in The Raven’s Eye, email it to thompsons.mk@virgin.net.  You can send any of the following:

· Stories – long stories please split into chapters to spread across issues

· Poems – you could feature in Poetry Corner writing about your favourite warrior!

· Autobiographies – such as my sister’s in this issue.  You could write about a Raven experience that you have had.  Have you visited the set? Are you a warrior? Please tell us about it.

· Suggestions – you could just give me ideas for future articles and features in the magazine!

There is much more you can do! Be creative and please send in all you can for The Raven’s Eye! All contributions will be included!

Issue 2… coming 1st may 2008…
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