PPCHS Instructional Focus 2008-2009:  Vocabulary

Mrs. Jessica Rivero

Director of Bands

	Week of…
	Prefixes
	Definition
	Bank



	8/25
	Ambi
	Both
	Ambivalent-having two conflicting emotions

Ambidextrous-skilled with both hands

	9/01
	Ante
	Before
	Antecedent-the first phrase of a musical period.  (In a fugue-the subject)

	9/08
	Anti
	Against, opposite
	Antiphonal-alternating singing or playing by separate groups of performers

Antithesis-in a fugue, the answer.

	9/15
	Arch
	Chief, first
	Archaic-antiquated

Archet/archetto-for string instruments-the bow, to bow

	9/22
	Be
	Over, thoroughly
	Bedeck-to cover with ornament

	9/29
	Bi
	Two
	Binary form-a compositional form in which an initial section is followed by a contrasting section (AB form)

	10/06
	Cata
	Down
	Catastrophe-disaster

	10/13
	Circum
	Around
	Circumnavigate-sail around (the globe)

	10/20
	Contra, contro
	Against
	Contra-in the octave below

Contrabass-against the low; the double bass; contrabassclarinet and contrabassoon, contralto “Against the high”

	10/27
	De
	Down, away
	Delay-a unit that produces sound effects such as an echo (in synthesis)

	11/03
	Demi
	Partly, half
	Demi-“half”

Demiquaver-sixteenth note; demisemiquaver-thirty-second note

	11/10
	Di
	Two
	Divisi-divided; separate parts



	11/17
	Dia
	Across
	Diatonic-the notes indigenous to a key in a major or minor scale

	11/24
	Dis, Dif
	Not, apart
	Discord-sounds that are dissonant or unpleasant to the ear

Disjunct-moving by skips-intervals that are larger than a second

	12/01
	Para
	Beyond, related
	Paradiddle-on drums a repeated sticking pattern, parallel (chords, fifths, octaves, intervals, keys, motion)-same direction, movement in the same direction or interval, etc…

	12/08
	Per
	Through, completely
	Pervade-spread throughout

	12/15
	Peri
	Around, near
	Perimeter-outer boundary

	1/05
	Pseudo
	Falso
	Pseudonym-pen name

	1/19
	Retro
	Backward
	Retrograde-playing a melodic line backwards

	1/26
	Trans
	Across
	Transition-the change of key or theme within a passage or piece

Transcription-an arrangement of piece written for one music medium to another

	2/02
	With
	Away, against
	Withstand-stand up against, resist

	
	Roots or stems
	
	

	2/09
	Ver
	True
	Verismo-“realism,” a style of late-romantic Italian opera that emphasized realistic plots

	2/16
	Via
	Way
	Deviation-departure from the way

	2/23
	Jac, jact, jec
	 To throw
	Interject-to throw a remark into a discussion



	3/02
	Graph, gram
	Writing
	Telegram-instantaneous message over great distance

	3/16
	Mit, Miss
	To send
	Dismiss-send away



	3/23
	Mob, mot, mov
	Move
	Mobile-changeable 

Moto-motion

Movement-a self contained section of a composition (symphony, suite, etc…)

Moveable do-system of syllables in which the first note of each diatonic scale is “do”

	3/30
	Path
	Disease, feeling
	Pathetique-with great feeling

	4/13
	Ped, pod
	Foot
	Pedal- a mechanism controlled by the foot (piano, organ, drum set);

Fundamental (the lowest note) on a brass instrument

	4/20
	Poten
	Able, powerful
	Omnipotent-all-powerful

	4/27
	Rupt
	To break
	Interrupt-break into

	5/04
	Tang, tact, ting
	To touch
	Tangent-on the clavichord, the brass blade that presses the string and determines the pitch of the note

	5/11
	Tors, tort
	Twist
	Distort-twist out of true shape or meaning

	5/18
	Vinc, vict, vanq
	To conquer
	Victory-winning


