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Student/Parent Acknowledgment

Proficiency on a musical instrument takes time and effort. Being in the Pembroke Pines Charter High
School Band as an instrumentalist is not merely an "activity"; it is a lifestyle, a commitment, and an
academic endeavor. You are about to embark on an exciting, important experience that you will cherish for
the remainder of your life. You will make new friends, devise new goals, and enjoy success through
arduous work.

Contained in this packet are rules, guidelines, and expectations that you will agree to follow. Below you
will be asked to sign a contract that will state your acceptance of the contents of this packet. Should you not
fully understand any statement, guideline, rule, or the necessity of any rule, you need to communicate your
concerns and questions to the band director prior to signing any agreement contained herein. Should a
conflict arise between the band and another school activity, sport, community activity, or a job, you will be
expected to remain committed to the band. Your grade depends upon it.

In 2000, the State of Florida began to recognize fine arts courses as core curriculum when considering a
student’s G.P.A. for admission to college. Students who miss rehearsals or performances as a part of home
punishment may place their grade in jeopardy. If you would like suggestions or guidance for alternatives to
using band classes to discipline your child, or If you have any other questions about this policy, you may
contact the band director at (954) 538-3700.

Students: Please take this handbook home and give it to your parents so they may examine it. Once they

have, please have them sign below. Return this form to Mrs. Rivero by Friday, August 28, 2009,

Name

Parent Name

I hereby acknowledge that I received the Band Student/Parent Handbook and understand all of the policies
communicated in the document.

Student Signature

Parent Signature

Date / /
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A Letter from Mrs. Rivero
Dear Students and Parents,

It is my distinct pleasure to welcome all students and parents to our Pembroke Pines Charter High School
Band Family. It is my goal to make the experience you and your child share in the Pembroke Pines Charter
High School Band Program exciting, challenging and rewarding. I will be here to serve the needs of your
family in every way possible.

Believing that...
“High expectations foster higher outcomes”

The Pembroke Pines Charter High School Band Program exists to provide students a comprehensive,
balanced education in instrumental music. Through the study of music, students develop intellectually,
physically, emotionally, and socially. Intellectual growth is enhanced through the student’s ever-increasing
knowledge of musical concepts: its unique notation system, terminology, styles, historical era, and
historical figures. Physically, students must adapt to the many challenges of learning an instrument and
transforming symbols into sound. Students also develop a sense of leadership through learning to work
side-by-side with others in a group setting. Perhaps the most unique and essential element making music
education so special, however, is that it provides students the opportunity to develop aesthetically.
Aesthetic education helps a student develop his/her own natural responsiveness to the power of music.
Through studying, creating and experiencing quality music, the student becomes more attuned to his/her
individual expressiveness. Simply put, music educates the whole child-mind, body, and heart.

I will ask your child to reach to discover his or her highest potential in a disciplined and structured manner
both individually and as a group. I am confident that through this type process, we can all experience the
thrill of musical performance and the satisfaction of having done our very best.

I believe that every student, regardless of ability or age, can grow musically. My purpose is to enrich and
challenge students by helping them discover the special meaning that exists only in creating, re-creating
and experiencing music. I encourage students to be involved in the program as their time and interests
allow. In this way, I hope to inspire and motivate your child to achieve their fullest potential in music!

Mrs. Jessica Rivero
Introduction:

This handbook has been prepared for the Pembroke Pines Charter High School Band Program so that you
and your parents will know the requirements, rules, and regulations, and schedule for the 2009-2010 school
year. Please read this information carefully and keep it for future reference.

I sincerely hope that your experience in the band at Pembroke Pines Charter High School will be
rewarding and exciting. The success of our groups depends entirely on the individual working for the
betterment of the group. It is extremely important that every member cooperate in making an individual
and group effort. Our organization functions on the premise that the individual is responsible to the group.

I wish you every success as a member of the bands here at Pembroke Pines Charter High School!!! Let’s
have a great year!

Thought for the year:

“All creative souls do not express themselves in the written word; some sculpt, some build,
and some challenge the depths of human understanding through the sounds of music. No education
is complete without awareness of music; music is an essential expression of the character of a
society.”

William Bennett
Former U.S. Secretary of Education
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