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Promotion Requirement
Beginning with the 2002-2003 school year, social
promotions are eliminated by state law. Students scoring
Level 1 on the Reading FCAT at the end of third grade
must be retained. The state law defines six “good cause”
exemptions that may be used for promotion. Please
contact your local school for more details. Students who
are experiencing reading difficulties will receive intensive
reading instruction.
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A Family Guide for Student Success
Level Three

Dear Parent or Guardian:

The Pinellas County Schools Student Expectations outline what your student
should learn at this grade level.  You can encourage your student’s learning by
becoming familiar with the Pinellas County Schools Student Expectations and by
reinforcing classroom activities at home.

The Pinellas County Schools’ aim of “Highest Student Achievement” defines
student expectations as the essential content knowledge, reasoning, performance,
or skill that all students should know and be able to do at the end of each grade
level.  Pinellas County teachers and administrators developed these expectations
based on Florida’s Sunshine State Standards, national standards, and current
research.  Achievement of these expectations will help your student score well on
the new Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT).

       We would like to thank the teachers, administrators, and parent focus groups
who have created, reviewed, and revised this family guide.  We welcome your
suggestions and have included a postage-free evaluation form at the end of this
guide.

If you have specific questions regarding curriculum or school programs,
please call your student’s teacher.  Additional information on these expectations
is available on our Pinellas County Home Page under www.pinellas.k12.fl.us.

J. Howard Hinesley, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Help for Using This Guide

1.  The nine core subject areas for which expectations have been developed
appear in a colored rectangle at the top of each page.

2.  The words underlined are strands, which begin in kindergarten and grow
more complex as your student progresses through school.

3.  Beneath the strands are the •standards, which are the content knowledge,
reasoning proficiency, performance, or skill that students should know and be
able to do at the end of each grade.

4.  At the end of each subject area is a description of activities you can do with
your student at home to reinforce what your student is learning at school.
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Language Arts

In Reading, your third grade student:
• understands narrative and informational text at third-grade level.
• retells a story, including characters, setting, problem, sequence of events, and

resolution.
• retells informational text.
• summarizes a story, poem, or article.
• responds accurately to literal questions and inferential questions (requiring

thought beyond stated information).
• uses the reading process before, during, and after reading.
• recognizes author’s purpose.
• recognizes cause and effect relationships and differences between fact and

opinion.
• chooses to read a wide variety of reading material for pleasure.
• uses technology (e.g., CD-ROM, software, telecommunications) and print

resources (e.g., books, maps, charts, photos) for reports and personal use.
• uses simple strategies to determine meaning and increase vocabulary.

In Writing, your student:
• writes narrative text, including stories and poems.
• writes informational text including reports, notes, and comments.
• communicates content.
• demonstrates organization (e.g., effective beginnings, middles, and endings

with good transitions).
• demonstrates correct conventions (e.g., capitalization, punctuation, grammar,

varied sentence structure, and spelling).
• uses the writing process: prewrites, composes, revises, edits, and publishes.
• chooses to write.
• produces edited writing.
• uses technology to communicate.
• writes legibly.

In Listening, Viewing, and Speaking, your student:
• uses responsive listening, viewing, and speaking for a variety of purposes

(e.g., giving interpretations of stories and poems, making oral reports, using
presentation skills, and using critical thinking skills).

In Language, your student:
• uses vocabulary appropriate to a situation.
• understands and uses correct capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage.
• spells correctly at third grade level or above.

Evaluation of
A Family Guide for Student Success

(Pinellas County Schools Student Expectations)

My Student’s School _______________________________________

Today’s Date _________________________________ Grade Level 3

On a scale of 1 (no, not at all) to 5 (yes, definitely), please rate each of the following:

No Uncertain Yes
Not at all Definitely

1. Are the expectations in this 1 2 3 4 5
guide appropriate for the
grade level?

2. Are the expectations in this 1 2 3 4 5
guide clearly stated?

3. Are the expectations in this 1 2 3 4 5
guide possible?

4. Do you understand these 1 2 3 4 5
expectations?

5. Are the “Helpful Hints to 1 2 3 4 5
Use at Home” useful?

Comments or suggestions to improve the
Pinellas County Schools Student Expectations:

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Please return this survey to your student’s teacher.
Teachers:

Please return surveys to the SAGE office, Administration Building.
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Language Arts

In Literature, your student:
• listens and responds to a wide variety of literature.
• reads and responds to a wide variety of literature (e.g., stories, poems,

informational materials, news articles, plays, and advertisements).

Helpful Hints to Use at Home
❏  Provide a time and place for your student to read at least 20-30 minutes a day.
❏  Make sure your student has ample fiction and nonfiction materials he or she

can read.
❏  Discuss materials your student is reading.
❏  Use the library on a regular basis.
❏  Enjoy reading together as a family.
❏  Help your student write letters.
❏  Encourage your student to keep personal and trip journals.
❏  Make grocery and job lists with your student.
❏  Read and enjoy your student’s stories.
❏  Keep a folder of stories written by the family.

Enjoy reading
together

 as a family.
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Graduation Expectations

The Pinellas County Graduate is a Knowledgeable Individual who:
❏  acquires essential knowledge in the areas of language arts, mathematics,

social studies, science, related arts, world languages, health, human
movement and fitness, and technology.

❏  is diversely educated and informed of the geographies, histories, and
cultures of the community, state, nation, and world.

The Pinellas County Graduate is a Collaborative Team Worker who:
❏  shows appreciation and consideration for others when negotiating solutions

and resolving conflicts.
❏  works well with men and women from diverse backgrounds and ages.
❏  uses effective leadership skills to define and delegate tasks and achieve

goals.
❏  shares the responsibility of the team personally and as a team member.
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Mathematics

In Number Sense, Concepts, and Operations, your student:
• uses oral names, written names, and standard numerals with numbers and

commonly used fractions and decimals.
• shows an understanding of the relative size of whole numbers and commonly

used fractions.
• shows an understanding that numbers can be represented in a variety of

equivalent forms using whole numbers, and fractions.
• uses place value concepts within the decimal number system.
• shows an understanding and explains the effects of addition, subtraction,

multiplication, and division on whole numbers.
• selects the appropriate operation and solves specific problems involving

addition and subtraction of whole numbers using appropriate methods of
computing (e.g., mental mathematics, paper and pencil, calculator, and/or
technology).

• shows different estimation strategies in real-world problem situations and
determines the reasonableness of results of calculations in a given problem
situation (e.g., leading digits/front end numbers, and rounding).

• shows understanding of primes, composites, factors, and multiples.

In Measurement, your student:
• shows and uses concrete and graphic models to develop procedures for

solving real-world problems related to measurement including length,
weight, time, temperature, perimeter, area, and volume.

• selects and uses appropriate standard and nonstandard units of measurement.
• solves real-world problems involving estimates of measurements (e.g.,

length, time, weight, temperature, money, perimeter, area, and volume).
• selects and uses appropriate instruments and technology (e.g., scales/

balances, rulers, thermometers, measuring cups, protractors, and gauges) to
measure in real-world situations.

In Geometry and Spatial Sense, your student:
• given a verbal description, draws and/or models two-dimensional shapes and

uses appropriate geometric vocabulary to write a description of a figure or a
picture composed of geometric figures.

• uses the concepts of spatial relationships, symmetry, reflections, congruency,
and similarity.

• predicts, illustrates, and verifies which figures could result in a flip, slide, or
turn of a given figure.

• identifies and plots ordered pairs of numbers on a graph.
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Graduation Expectations

     The Graduation Expectations reflect the district, state, community, and
workplace requirements.  The expectations are in all subjects and focus on broad
life-related skills and characteristics that make students quality producers.  They
incorporate future trends that will influence the lives of students and will help
them make responsible, ethical, financial, and civic decisions.  The graduation
expectations are listed in bold below followed by selected descriptors created by
educators, parents, business representatives, and the community.

The Pinellas County Graduate is a Problem Solver who:
❏ identifies problems and challenges of a rapidly changing world.
❏  demonstrates creative and critical thinking skills in order to solve real-life

problems.
❏  recognizes and proposes nonviolent solutions to local, national, and world

issues.
❏  makes decisions by researching, collecting, recording, and analyzing

pertinent data from a variety of sources using diverse thinking processes
and applying effective strategies.

The Pinellas County Graduate is a Responsible Individual who:
❏ is accountable for his or her actions.
❏  adapts to changes in order to live a physically, mentally, and emotionally

balanced life.
❏  recognizes the contribution of diversity to society.
❏  displays a commitment to family.
❏  contributes to the community.
❏  demonstrates respect for the environment.

The Pinellas County Graduate is a Self-directed Learner who:
❏  creates a positive vision with multiple options for his or her own future.
❏  sets aims and goals and takes responsibility for executing a success plan.
❏  is a lifelong learner who monitors and evaluates his or her own progress.

The Pinellas County Graduate is an Effective Communicator who:
❏  receives and presents information in a variety of forms and ways.
❏  interacts effectively with a variety of audiences by demonstrating effective

skills in reading, writing, speaking, and listening.
❏  interprets human experiences through media, literature, and the arts.
❏  uses technology as a communication tool.
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Mathematics

In Algebraic Thinking, your student:
• recognizes and describes numeric patterns to generate a rule that fits the pattern.
• generalizes a pattern, relation, or function to explain how a change in one

quantity results in a change in another.
• represents a given simple problem situation using diagrams, models, and

symbolic expressions.
• uses physical models and graphs to solve real-world problems involving

equations and inequalities.

In Data Analysis and Probability, your student:
• solves problems by generating, collecting, organizing, displaying, and

analyzing data, using histograms, bar graphs, line graphs, circle graphs,
pictographs, spreadsheets, and charts.

• determines range, mean, median, and mode from sets of given data.
• analyzes real-world data to recognize patterns and trends.
• devises and conducts experiments to determine the probability of events.
• uses statistical data about life situations to make predictions and justify

reasoning.

Helpful Hints to Use at Home
❏  Talk with, or include, your student, as you cook,

make a craft, build, repair, or garden.
❏  Look for patterns in wallpaper, clothes, nature.
❏  Talk your way through the grocery store, hardware store, fabric store, drug

store, comparing and contrasting size, quantity, pricing, design.
❏  Make your student a part of planning a birthday party or a family activity.
❏  Play Battleship, Monopoly, Yahtzee, or any game that requires keeping a

score, tracking time, and money.
❏  Make predictions and have your student keep a running record (data sheet)

of change in your pocket nightly for a week; find a total at the end of the
week.

❏  Look for charts, graphs and other forms of data collecting using the
newspaper and magazines.

❏  Use mathematical vocabulary when appropriate (e.g., chance, probability,
more likely, equally likely, less likely).

❏  Gather data from family regarding “favorites” (e.g., food, TV shows, games,
sports).
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Visual Arts

In Skills and Techniques, your student:
• draws from personal experience, observation, and imagination to create two-

and three-dimensional works of art using a variety of materials.
• handles tools and materials safely and takes care to minimize waste.
• recognizes and uses elements of art and principles of design (e.g., line, shape,

color, and balance) when creating works of art.
• is able to recognize and duplicate qualities of good craftsmanship.

In Creation and Communication, your student:
• employs a variety of thinking skills when creating a work of art (e.g.,

planning, organizing, and solving problems).

In Cultural and Historical Connections, your student:
• views and discusses art from other cultures (e.g., Native American symbols,

Japanese screens, African masks).
• creates art products to extend the learning experience (e.g., Art/Literature-

story pictures; Art/Social Studies-Egyptian hieroglyphics).
• uses cultural symbols in artwork and understands their meaning within that

culture (e.g., uses Native American symbols on blanket weaving).

In Aesthetic and Critical Analysis, your student:
• looks at and makes personal responses to works of art.
• creates expressive works of art (e.g., floral painting in the style of Georgia

O’Keeffe, poster/advertisement).
• explores and experiments with creating different styles of art (e.g., fine art,

folk art, commercial art).

In Applications to Life, your student:
• understands that art ideas appear in the design of everyday objects.
• recognizes and describes various art careers (e.g., artists make art, teach,

illustrate books, design fashions).
• demonstrates appropriate behavior when visiting art museums and galleries.

Helpful Hints to Use at Home
❏  Display art work around the home and workspace.
❏  Keep a variety of art materials available.
❏  Encourage safe use of materials and clean-up practices.
❏  Make art with your student.
❏  Talk about the art objects in your home.
❏  Sign, date, and save some artwork in a portfolio.
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Social Studies

In Time, Continuity, and Change [History], your student:
• understands ways selected individuals, ideas, and decisions influenced

historical events (for example, in ancient times).
• knows sources of information about ancient history.
• reads and interprets a single timeline identifying the order of events.
• knows significant scientific and technological achievements of various

societies.
• understands selected developments in transportation prior to the Renaissance.
• understands the origins and changes in methods of writing prior to the

Renaissance.
• understands ways changes in transportation and communication affected the

lives of people prior to the Renaissance.
• knows aspects of family life found in many eras.
• knows selected cultural and intellectual achievements of various early and

ancient civilizations.

In People. Places, and Environments [Geography], your student:
• uses maps and globes to locate and compare places and their environments

(for example, oceans, river systems, continents, islands, mountains in or near
areas where civilizations developed).

• knows how regions around the world are constructed according to physical
criteria and human criteria.

• locates and describes the physical and cultural features of major world
political regions.

• knows different ways people view and relate to places and regions
throughout the world.

• understands reasons certain areas of the world are more densely populated
than others.

• understands ways the physical environment supports and constrains human
activities throughout the world.

• understands ways human activity has affected the physical environment in
various places and times throughout the world.

In Government and the Citizen [Civics and Government], your student:
• understands the benefits of the development of government (for example, in

ancient civilizations).
• ways citizens participated in the democracies of ancient civilizations.
• understands ways personal responsibility (for example, taking advantage of

the opportunity to be educated) and civic responsibility (for example,
obeying the law and respecting the rights of others) are important.
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Physical Education

In Movement, your student:
• participates successfully in physical activities.
• tries to demonstrate an understanding of personal space, general space,

pathways, levels, and directions.
• tries to understand and apply the concepts of transfer and support of body

weight.
• refines locomotor and nonlocomotor skills.

In Motor Skills, your student:
• refines the manipulative skills of throwing, catching, and kicking.
• improves the manipulative skill of dribbling with one hand.
• improves the manipulative skills of striking with body parts (e.g., volleyball

serve) and implements (e.g., bats, rackets, sticks).

In Physical Activity, Personal Fitness, and Wellness, your student:
• identifies and demonstrates proper warm-up and cool down used with healthy

physical activities.
• understands activities that promote a faster heart rate.
• learns to monitor heart rate.
• works cooperatively in culturally diverse groups, solving problems with

socially acceptable practices.

Helpful Hints to Use at Home
❏  Provide opportunities to create movement sequence using locomotor and

nonlocomotor skills.
❏  Practice throwing, catching, kicking, hand dribbling, and striking skills such

as batting.
❏  Organize a family exercise time using warm-up and cool down.
❏  Play games that increase heart rate such as rope jumping, running, and dance.
❏  Encourage play with children of other cultures, ethnicity, gender, and

abilities.
❏  Attend a sporting event and discuss visible evidence of good sportsmanship.
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Social Studies
In Production, Distribution, and Consumption [Economics], your student:

• knows examples from world history that demonstrate an understanding that
all decisions involve opportunity costs and that making effective decisions
involves considering the costs and the benefits associated with alternative
choices.

• knows situations in world history when scarcity impacted decisions.
• understands the rise of economic specialization.
• understands the role that money played in the development of ancient

civilizations.
• knows ways governments have provided goods and services in selected

periods in world history.

Helpful Hints to Use at Home
❏  Visit local museums and government buildings.
❏  Involve your student in community functions such as the Festival of States,

Fun and Sun activities, and Gasparilla.
❏  Check the newspaper for community functions that are fun as well as

learning experiences.
❏  Discuss with your student what is acceptable behavior in your absence

(e.g., school rules, while visiting a friends home, when in the public eye).
This type of communication will show your student the importance of
rules and regulations.

❏  Involve your student in the practice of recycling.  Discuss the importance
of recycling to our environment and to your student’s future.

❏  Involve your student in family decision making, help him or her to weigh
pros and cons, and understand why compromises may be necessary.

❏  Discuss current events with your student.
❏  Remember communication should be an important part of your

relationship with your student.  Although your student will have many
teachers in life, you are the most influential teacher.
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Music

In Skills and Techniques, your student:
• sings in tune.
• sings a variety of songs, and sings some from memory.
• maintains own part while singing rounds and partner songs.
• sings and plays instruments expressively (e.g., sings with a pleasing tone).
• performs in a group, following the cues of a conductor.
• reads and writes simple rhythmic and melodic patterns using notation.

In Creation and Communication, your student:
• creates new endings in the same style to given rhythmic and melodic phrases.
• creates new rhythmic and melodic patterns to vary a familiar song.
• composes short songs and instrumental pieces.
• composes music that expresses words, ideas, and feelings.

In Cultural and Historical Connections, your student:
• listens to and identifies music of various cultures, composers, and historical eras.
• describes how basic elements of music appear in music around the world.
• understands the general cultural/historical settings of various types of music.
• studies composers and musicians who have influenced American music.

In Critical Thinking, your student:
• describes how simple songs are put together.
• listens to and identifies familiar instruments and performance groups.
• understands how music communicates words, ideas, and feelings.
• uses vocabulary to express attributes of music (e.g., AB = same/different).
• evaluates music and music performance.

In Applications to Life, your student:
• understands connections between music, visual and performing arts, culture

and history.
• understands similarities and differences in vocabulary between music and

other arts (e.g., “color” in visual arts and “color” in music).
• demonstrates appropriate audience behavior in various settings.
• expresses own music preferences based on life experiences.

Helpful Hints to Use at Home
❏  Listen to, attend, and participate in a variety of musical activities.
❏  Obtain videos of musicals suitable for children (e.g., Cinderella, Fantasia,

and Mary Poppins).
❏  Listen to various recordings of vocal/instrumental performances.
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Science

In The Nature of Matter, your student:
• measures the physical properties of matter.
• explains physical changes in the states of matter.

In Energy, your student:
• identifies various forms of energy.
• explains how energy may change from one form to another.

In Force and Motion, your student:
• understands that motion is describable, measurable, and predictable.

In Processes that Shape the Earth, your student:
• recognizes the process that interact to shape the earth.
• identifies various ways to preserve and protect our environment.

In Processes of Life, your student:
• identifies the systems of the human body.
• explains the functions of each system within the human body.

In Environmental Interactions, your student:
• explains how plants and animals interact.
• explains that organisms are growing, dying, and decaying,

and their remains are reused.

In The Nature of Science, your student:
• demonstrates the ability to use laboratory tools.
• understands the importance of keeping accurate data.

In Earth and Space, your student:
• identifies why seasons change, days change length

and sources of energy.
• recognizes the phases of the moon.
• explains how the Sun is a star, and how

planets differ from one another.

Helpful Hints to Use at Home
❏  Practice measurement using a ruler, scale, and thermometer.
❏  Use the internet to view weather imagery, NASA.
❏  Practice recycling, visit a recycling center, and check containers for

recycling ability or history.
❏  Investigate beach erosion and replenishment.
❏  Discuss safety issues related to hurricanes, tornadoes, lightning, and

severe wind.
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Health

In Health Literacy, your student:
• identifies and discusses the functions of the human body systems (e.g.,

muscular, skeletal, circulatory, digestive, nervous, and sense organs)
• recognizes and examines environmental health problems (e.g., smoking,

pollution).
• develops an accident prevention plan.
• recognizes the relationship between physical and emotional health.
• selects food combinations according to the Food Guide Pyramid.

In Responsible Health Behavior, your student:
• practices accident prevention.
• discusses methods of seeking appropriate help in threatening situations.
• recognizes culture, age, and gender differences in personal health practices.
• recognizes and accepts differences in people with special health needs.
• uses positive verbal and nonverbal communication (e.g., hand gestures, facial

expressions).
• applies positive communication skills when expressing needs, wants, and

feelings.
• demonstrates effective listening skills.

In Health Advocacy and Promotion, your student:
• makes positive decisions related to health.
• identifies appropriate sources of information for making health-related

decisions.
• identifies community agencies that support healthy families, individuals, and

communities.
• assists others in making positive choices (e.g., wearing safety helmets).
• demonstrates the ability to work with others toward a common goal.

Helpful Hints to Use at Home
❏  Discuss bicycle safety practices.
❏  Reinforce ways to prevent injuries

(e.g., wearing of bike helmets, seat belts).
❏  Practice emergency drills and procedures for your home.
❏  Include your student in meal planning and preparation.
❏  Model positive communication skills with family and nonfamily members.
❏  Discuss and demonstrate respect for cultural diversity.


