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Living Water
My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the 
spring of living water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken 
cisterns that cannot hold water. Jeremiah 2:13
Our visit to this waterfall in Zomba reminded us of the living water 
that Christ offers us. But too often we can become self-sufficient 
and rely on our own strength like God’s people did in Jeremiah’s 
time. They had forsaken God, their living water and dug their 
own leaky cisterns! Pray that we will be God-dependent all the 
time, and not rely on our own wisdom and strength.

What’s on?
June
30/5-2/6 Zomba holiday9     Visit Ndirande AEC14   Lucas’ class assembly15   Jo’s mum arrives!!!!!!!18   Moving week

28   Kids Bible Club30   Pete preaching at        our church (Bangwe)

Jo’s Village Stay
Part of our cultural and language 
requirement is that we spent a 
week in a rural village setting, 
living with a Malawian family, in 
order to be immersed in 
Chichewa. 
With three young kids, we 
decided that we would take 
turns going while the other 
stayed home to care for the 
kids.
On 13th May, I (Jo), along with a 
SIM short termer, headed off on 
a 5 hour drive to Nanjoka to 
spend a week with Abusa 
(pastor) Madzifewe and his 
family. I had an amazing time 
speaking only Chichewa with 
the family and joining in all the 
family activities. Our day typically 
began with washing dinner 
dishes from the previous night 
and fetching water from the 
bore hole. We enjoyed being 
Amayi Abusa (Mrs Pastor)’s 
shadows as we accompanied 
her to the baby clinic, to a 
nearby village to teach about 
family life and share the Word of 
God,  visiting friends, and meal 
preparations. Please pray for the 
Madzifewe family a they serve the 
AEC church in Nanjoka.

Mid-term family holiday at Zomba 

Photos: Top-with the Madzifewe family. Middle L-helping cook nsima, R-roasted mice on a stick. Bottom L-the 
backyard with bath & toilet on the left, R-Fetching water.
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INTERVIEW with  Pastor Chisoni Bridge     
AEC National Youth Coordinator.

Tell us about your family. I am the last born in a family of 5 children. My parents are farmers. I 
am married to Memory, and we have three children – Deborah (13yrs), Joshua (8yrs), and 
Naomie (3yrs). 
Tell us a bit about your spiritual journey. How did you become a Christian? My parents sent me 
to Sunday school and youth group. Although I was involved in these I was still doing bad 
things. I got baptised but this didn’t seem to transform anything in my life. After finishing my 
secondary school I went to Blantyre to search for a job. There, I attended a church and the 
pastor helped me to understand from John’s Gospel that I needed Jesus to be my personal 
Saviour. 
What is your vision for the youth in Malawi? I want to see young people be God-fearers by 
abiding in God’s word; help the church in fulfilling the Great Commission; do mercy 
outreach; conduct Open Air meetings; have vocational skills and find employment. I want 
the youth to be aware of the dangers of HIV/AIDS, and for their potential to be fully realised, 
utilised and directed correctly.

Praise & Prayer
Praise God that Jo had a great time at Nanjoka.

Praise God for providing us with a new rental house .

Praise God for Caya’s 2nd birthday party.

Praise God for a much needed family holiday away.

Please pray for Jo’s mum who arrives on 15 June.

Please pray for a smooth transition to our new house.

Please pray that the local kids will find our new place for the Kids 

Bible Club in June.
Please pray for the Madzifewe family as they serve in Nanjoka.

Please pray for Pastor Chisoni Bridge as he seeks direction for 

the AEC* youth.
Please pray that we may daily seek to drink from the water of Life.

The Ongs are moving!
For the past 10 months, we have enjoyed the blessing of living next 
door to the SIM office. However, due to it’s strange layout, our current 
house has not been a very good place for us to recharge our emo-
tional reserves often depleted from doing life in a new culture. After 
much prayer, we felt led to find another house (in the same Nami-
wawa area) and asked God to provide us with another rental house 
that would suit our emotional needs, room for our kids to grow in, and 
ministry-friendly: space to run Kids Bible Club in an accessible 
location, and space where we hope to one day run life-skills work-
shops for youth (computer basics, woodwork, sewing, etc). After 
seeing more than 20 houses, we finally found the perfect house which 
fits all the above criteria (and cheaper!), and one we felt God gave us 
much peace about. Please pray as the landlords complete some much 
needed renovations 
(Replacing roof, 
painting, etc) and as 
we pack to move, that 
everything will go 
smoothly. Pray also 
that the local kids will 
be able to find our new 
place for the Kids Bible 
Club in June.

Happy 2nd birthday, Caya!

Teaghan with her 
Chichewa teacher Lydia

Lucas and friends at the 
last month’s Kids Bible Club

How can people be praying for you? For God’s guidance in my new role, and for resources in the youth ministry. 
Pray also for good health for me and my family; and that housing will be found for us to move to Blantyre.
See the full interview on our blog at www.ongsinmalawi.com


