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Happy birthday, Jesus!
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Jesus Jesus Jesus!
Christmas is a wonderful time of the year when we celebrate 
the birth of our Lord Jesus. God had sent His own Son into our 
world to ultimately save us from our sins. The world in which 
we live is broken by sin and people are in need of hope. God 
has provided us a Saviour in Jesus and through him we may 
come to experience forgiveness, peace and hope. Praise God 
for sending us Jesus!  
She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins.                  Matt 1:21

                                  2012 - A year in review
What a year it has been! Looking back over the past 12 months, we are so 
tremendously thankful to our mighty God for sustaining us through what can 
only be described as an insane year!
12 months ago this time, we were entering into our 2nd year of living on 
campus at Morling Theological College with Pete studying full time. We had 
just come out of the ‘new baby fog’ and were settling comfortably into life 
as a family of 5. Then began ‘deputation’ or ‘partnership development’ - a 
crazy  6 months of visiting churches and meeting supporters, all the while 
preparing to pack up our Sydney life for our move to Africa for the next 
10-12 years of our lives. July saw our arrival in Malawi, setting up our new 
home, settling the children into their new school, adjusting to a new culture 
and learning a new language. We hope 2013 will be a somewhat more 
restful year!

First Christmas 
in Malawi
Our tree is up, advent calendars are 
out, and solar powered Christmas 
lights strung up. We are looking 
forward to celebrating our first Christ-
mas here, but at the same time we 
are feeling the absence of family most 
acutely during this time. Thank God for 
new friends with whom we can 
celebrate the birth of Christ together. 
On Christmas day, we will have time 
together as a family as well as time 
with other families. On 27th, we will 
gather together with our SIM Malawi 
family for another Christmas do. 
Please pray for our families back in 
Sydney who will probably feel our 
absence even more. 

What’s on?
January
2-5 Family holiday at  
 Lake Malawi
7 Term 2 begins (T&L)
9 Jo’s birthday
10 Chichewa lessons  
 resume
18 6 months in Malawi!
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This month has been one of Christmas celebrations at 
school. It also saw Teaghan and Lucas complete their 
first term at school here in Malawi.
Lucas made his stage debut at his Nursery assembly 
as a snowman. It was a delight to see him perform 
with his little friends singing “I’m a Little Snowman, 
short and fat, here is my woolly scarf and my bobble 
hat...” He is also enjoying learning Letterland letters at 
nursery and loves telling us about ‘Annie Apple’, ‘Lucy 
Lamplady’, ‘Oscar Orange’, etc.
Teaghan also had her share of being in the limelight at 
the school Christmas Concert. She was one of four 
Year 1 students chosen to perform a special part - to 
present gifts to Baby Jesus at the nativity scene. We 
continue to be amazed at how her confidence has 
soared since coming to Malawi. Definitely an answer to 
prayer!
Caya seems to have hit the 1.5-year-old language 
explosion. She is picking up new words daily, with her 
favourite line being “I wanna bickie” and ‘Air’s (where’s) 
Bear Bear?” Never one to be left out, Caya loves 
following her brother and sister around and joining in 
on (or destroying!) their games. She is one cheeky little 
money who keeps us on our toes!

For more on the Onglets: www.onglets.webs.com

Hospitalised
Three weeks ago, Pete came down with a severe and 
worsening migraine and was hospitalised for 5 days. An IV 
drip, malarial medication, pain killers, antibiotics, lumbar 
puncture, and an MRI later, what was thought to be malaria 
or meningitis turned out to be acute sinusitis. We also 
suspect that stress may have contributed  to the migraines. 
We are thankful for God’s loving hand on us through that 
time and for the love and support shown to us through our 
SIM Malawi family, as well as friends, family and supporters 
around the world in upholding us in prayer. We thank God 
that this experience has reminded us to slow down, be still 
and know that he is God - great lesson to learn before we 
dive into ministry. Please pray for complete healing for Pete.

A glimpse of 2013 
The first 6 months will see us soldiering on with full-time 
language learning, which will include a week-long village stay 
for one or both of us as part of cultural learning. After that, 
we will continue language learning on a part time basis as 
we begin formal ministry responsibilities which will no doubt 
be a steep learning curve!
Teaghan and Lucas will continue at St Andrews International 
Primary School, with a new school year beginning in Sep-
tember. Caya will begin pre-nursery part time at the start of 
the new school year.
Grammy (Jo’s mum) is planning a visit in mid-June to July 
which we are all very excited about. We are hoping that Jo’s 
brother John will get to come too. More excitement will come 
at Christmas when Grandma & Grandpa visit.


