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  Spring has sprung! Hopefully, everyone is enjoying this glorious, and early, weather. Along with the 

awakening of nature, our terrific Club will make some mighty big growth spurts itself this year. Be sure 

to read the “Club News” column for a very special announcement! 

 

  The vast majority of rabbit Groups reflect that breeding across North America is in full swing. Even our 

own little rabbitry is fairly bouncing with Kits! Everyone is gearing up for the show season, too, planning 

their year accordingly. In the “Rabbit Health” column you’ll find an herb or two to keep your bunnies in 

top show and breeding condition.  

 

  Speaking of shows, many in the NWRHRBC Yahoo! community had exciting show results recently, 

taking BOB and BIS, with more ‘competition’ than ever. Not to mention glowing comments from the 

A.R.B.A. judges. Congratulations to you all for raising such quality rare and heritage rabbits!  

 

  Wishing you blue skies and full nest boxes!  

 

Krystal Beers – President  

 

REGIONAL SHOWS 

For a complete list, visit our website: 

Yakima, WA- April 10 

Central Point, OR- April 10 

La Grande, OR- April 17 

Bremerton, WA- April 24 

Monroe, WA- May 1 

Rupert, ID- May 1, 2 

Davenport, WA- May 15 

Canby, OR- May 15 

Idaho Falls, ID- May 15, 16 

Portland, OR- May 29 

Grants Pass, OR- June 5, 6 

Ellensburg, WA (WSRBA) - June 26, 27 

Shoshone, ID- July 9 

Sandpoint, ID- July 9, 10 

Monroe, WA- July 17 

Fiber Shows: 

Black Sheep Gathering, Eugene, OR- June 18-20 

Shepherd’s Extravaganza, Puyallup, WA- April 

15-18 
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DUES SUPPORT CLUB PROGRAMS: 

• Educating breeders and the public about the rare heritage rabbit breeds; 

• Traveling Club Booth to rabbit shows/events in the region; 

• Hosting the Club Expo; 

• Encouraging breed conservation and promotion; 

• Revive and preserve traditional skills associated with these breeds; 

• Publishing a quarterly newsletter and various printed material. 

 

 

 

  “Rare & Heritage Rabbit News” is a quarterly newsletter published for the benefit of the Northwest 

Rare & Heritage Rabbit Breeders’ Club members and friends. NWRHRBC membership is spread across 

the northwest; so much of our communication is through the newsletter. We hope you enjoy this issue! 

All submissions and correspondence should be addressed to the editor: 

 

Krystal Beers 

14503 25th Ave. E 

Tacoma, WA 98445 

twohunnyz@hotmail.com 

 

  All material is copyrighted by the Northwest Rare & Heritage Rabbit Breeders’ Club or the original 

creator. Contact the Editor for permission to republish. 

 

  Articles written in Microsoft Word then emailed work well. Handwritten submissions are welcome and 

encouraged. Photos from digital cameras set on high resolution or actual photographs generally work 

best for printing. Photographs and artwork will be returned if accompanied by a SASE. All submissions 

are subject to refusal and editing. All submissions that are unable to be edited may be refused. All 

opinions are those of their authors and may not reflect the opinions of the NWRHRBC.  

 

  Rare & Heritage Rabbit News is published in January, April, July & October. The next submission 

deadline will be June 15th, and will continue every three months forward. ∞ 
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CLUB NEWS!  

  The Board of Directors election results are in. We would like to extend a very warm welcome to new 

Director Sue Gower who graciously accepted an appointment; and re-elected Directors, Margaret 

Cummings and Robert “Bob” Wilkinson. Thank you all for your volunteer spirit and Club support! 

 

  There have been a couple changes in the Committees. The “Publication Committee” was formed to 

handle production and publication of all printed Club material - Rare & Heritage Rabbit News (RHRN), 

brochures, nametags, etc - with Krystal Beers as the Chair/Editor. The “Membership Committee”, 

Chaired by Greta Lavadour, handles all membership related duties. 

 

  Speaking of the “Rare & Heritage Rabbit News”, what do you think of our fresh, updated look for 2010? 

We sure are proud of it! This will be the last printed issue mailed out en mass. From here on out, each 

member will receive their full-color copy via email in PDF format. This will help save money as well as a 

few trees! RHRN will also be accessible in the ‘Files’ section of the Members Only Yahoo! Group. Of 

course, for those who are still leery of computers (and I can’t blame you too much!), if requested, you 

may receive a black and white copy via postal service. We will also be producing a smaller PDF Sample 

version each year for you to print and distribute at rabbit shows/events; the Sample issue will be 

available on the main Yahoo! Group as well. *Note: if your name on the mailing label is highlighted, your 

membership either has expired or is about to. Renew today! 

 

  The Club has a new Yahoo! Group for Members Only. We felt it logical to have such a place to ask 

questions and share concerns about Club matters, hold elections, archive past issues of RHRN, the very 

latest Club news, etc.  Not to mention chat about rabbits! We hope you’ll join in.  

 

  Saving the best for last, after four years of planning and organizing, the NWRHRBC Executive Board is 

proud to announce the first Club show! On September 18, 2010 the “Rare & Heritage Rabbit Expo” will 

take place at the Northeast Washington Fairgrounds in Colville, WA. Stevens County was chosen as a 

central location for the membership as a whole. It will be a double open, with a youth show and 

Thrianta specialty to be held in conjunction. Of course, the spotlight will be on rare heritage breeds! We 

are also very excited about the hands-on learning and educational opportunities that will be offered to 

exhibitors and visitors - spinning, and a mobile slaughter unit, cooking with rabbit, plus more events yet 

to be announced. It is our goal for the NWRHRBC “Rare & Heritage Rabbit Expo” to become an annual 

destination show and gathering!  

 

In The Next Issue: The new Club Logo is unveiled! Don’t miss it, renew your membership or join today! ∞

 
 
  

  

 

The NWRHRBC Website: 

http://nwrhrbc.webs.com/ 
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MEMBER BENEFITS: 

• “Rare & Heritage Rabbit News” quarterly newsletter; 

• Listing in our website Breeder Network; 

• Leadership roles;  

• Involvement organizing Club Expo and Events; 

• Others with similar goals & interests; 

• Satisfaction in helping preserve rare rabbit breeds

  One of the perks of membership in the Northwest Rare & Heritage Rabbit Breeders’ Club is the 

opportunity to be listed in the Breeder Links on the Club website. To be included, send your name, 

farm/rabbitry name, location, breeds raised, email and/or website address to the webmaster, 

Krystal Beers, at twohunnyz@hotmail.com.  

 

FUN RABBIT FACTS 

• Man first domesticated rabbits in Africa. 

• The raising of rabbits is called “Cuniculture”. 

• Rabbits are not rodents but belong to their own order of mammals called “Lagomorphs”. 

• The wool of Angora rabbits is lighter and warmer than any other animal fiber. 

• The first recorded rabbitry was in early Roman times; rabbits were kept in walled gardens, and 

then consumed as needed because there was no refrigeration; this saved waste over the large 

animals. 

• A domestic rabbit is the only meat animal that can produce 10 times its weight in meat per year. 

• Domestic rabbits have no known disease communicable to humans. 

• Rabbit manure is one of the best in the world, being high in nitrogen and non-burning. 

• Each adult rabbit generates up to 50 pounds of manure per year. 

• Kits feeding off their mother’s milk can double their weight in only 6 days; compared to a pig at 

14 days, calves at 47 and humans at 160 days. 

• President Lincoln’s sons kept pet rabbits with them in the White House! 
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COOKING CORNER 

 

Curried Rabbit 
 This recipe comes from Helaine Mottershead in Washington. 

 

Ingredients: 

1 lb. of rabbit meat 

1 small onion 

2-3 cloves of garlic 

2-3 tomatoes 

Cooked brown rice 

Curry seasoning 

1 Tbsp. of olive oil 

  

Directions: 

-Cut up rabbit meat. 

-Cut up 1/2 the onion, tomatoes and garlic. 

-Add olive oil to pan, sauté onion and garlic. 

-Cook rabbit meat till done.  Add tomatoes and curry seasoning add 1/2 to 3/4 cup water and simmer. 

-Serve rabbit curry with the brown rice. Serves 5. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

This space is available to all current Club members for paid advertisements.  

Price Schedule:  

$10.00- Per quarter, paid (20% off)  

$17.00- Half year, paid (30% off)  

$24.00- Full year, paid (40% off) 

Sample Ad: 

For Sale 

 

Rabbitry/Farm Name 

Breeder Name- Location 

Stock for Sale- $ (opt.) 

 

 

Wanted 

Looking for rabbits, equipment, etc? Members may post here free! 
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Northwest Rare & Heritage Rabbit Breeders’ Club  

Membership Application 
 

Name(s) [include ARBA #’s and DOB for Youth]: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Address: 

 

City: 

 

State/Province: 

 

Zip/Postal Code: 

 

Telephone Number: 

 

Email: 

 

 

Would you like to be included in our Breeder Network?   Yes   No 

 

If ‘Yes’, please include- 

Rabbitry/Farm Name: 

 

 

Breeds: 

 

 

Your website address: 

 

Your newsletter will be sent electronically, in PDF, unless you indicate here otherwise: 

 

Annual Membership Dues 

 

Individual- $15 (3-yr. $45) 

Husband/Wife- $20 (3-yr. $55) 

Family- $25 (3-yr. $70) 

Youth only- $10 (3-yr. $25) 

Renewal 

 

Application and dues (payable to NWRHRBC) should be sent to: 

 

NWRHRBC 

P.O. Box 1355  

Vancouver, WA 98666 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

  Our mission is to protect the endangered rabbit breeds by increasing awareness through promoting 

within the rabbit community and to the public, to increase populations, and improve breed quality. 

NWRHRBC is also committed to maintaining the heritage use of meat and fiber rabbit breeds. Our goal is 

to revive and preserve the arts, skills, crafts, and knowledge historically associated with these rare 

animals.

2010 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

President: Krystal Beers 

Vice President: Melinda Joy Weer 

Secretary-Treasurer: Greta Lavadour 

Directors at large: 

Margaret Cummings 

Sue Gower 

Helaine Mottershead 

Jolynn Wagner 

Robert Wilkinson

COMMITTEES 

Breed Acceptance 

Krystal Beers, Melinda Joy Weer, Greta Lavadour 

 

Membership Committee 

Greta Lavadour 

 

Publication Committee 

Krystal Beers, Helaine Mottershead, Melinda Joy Weer, Greta Lavadour 

 

Youth Outreach & 4-H 

Margaret Cummings, Melinda Joy Weer 

 

Club Liaison 

Greta Lavadour, Helaine Mottershead, Melinda Joy Weer 

 

Event Demonstrations 

Helaine Mottershead 

 

Show Superintendent 

Melinda Joy Weer 

 
Show Secretary 

Great Lavadour
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