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724
th

 Meeting – Thursday, May 12, 2016 

 

Social/Mineral Sales……………………6:30 PM 

Meeting………………………………….7:30 PM 

Program……………………... 8:00PM - 9:00PM 

 
PROGRAM 

 
“Tilly Foster Mine, NY” 

 
Speaker  

Howard Heitner 
 

Mineral Madness 

 
PURPOSE 

 
The North Jersey Mineralogical Society is a 

non-profit, educational organization founded in 1945 
whose goal is to bring together people with an interest in 
Earth Sciences in general and mineral studies in 
particular.  Guests and prospective members are always 
welcome.  Young people under 17 years of age are 
welcome to attend if accompanied by a parent or adult 
friend. 

 
FOR INFORMATION 

 

Jeff Wilson   973-293-7911 or buckwood4@yahoo.com 
Steve Wien nojms.newsletter@gmail.com 
If inclement weather might cause meeting 

cancellation, call the museum, one of the officers, or 
check the club website. If the meeting is not canceled, 
please use good judgment regarding the driving 
conditions in your area and if driving, be careful!

 
SEND DUES TO:         OFFICERS FOR 2016 
Arlene Castleman       President Jeff Wilson 
126 St. Rte. 46 – 40A      1st VP Ron Schulz 
Lodi, NJ 07664       2nd VP Dave Shapiro 
973-591-1942       Secretary Laura Brecka 
        Treasurer Arlene Castleman 
Individual members: $15.00   Assoc. Treas. Mike Machette 
Married couples: $20.00      Newsletter Steve Wien 
Family: $30.00       Trustees Bob Allen 
          Bryan Davis 
     Jess Jacobson 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

 
Hello to all! 
 
This spring has been great for our club so far! We have 
had a few great field trips so far, with more to come! We 
have had a great show at Midland Park High School, and 
did even better than we thought we would, considering 
all of the turmoil and last-minute planning that was 
involved in putting the show together. We have had a 
great setup at the Edison Show, with a large display 
table, promoting our club, and 2 wonderful display cases 
set up by Dave Shapiro, that did our club proud! 
 
With all of this, we aren't done yet! As this newsletter is 
being published, we are heading out to Central 
Pennsylvania to visit National Limestone Quarry. Our 
spring swap-n-sell at Sterling Hill is right around the 
corner, and we have even more field trips coming up 
before summer. 
 
Our club continues to be active and we continue to look 
for new places to go for collecting trips and fun 
activities! This is what we are all about. 
 
Our club is in great shape! I could not be more proud of 
what we've done so far. Let's keep it going!! 
 
 
Jeff Wilson - President 
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Midland Park Show 2016!! 

A success, and our new home!! 

By Jeff Wilson 
 

As show chairman, it is always nerve-racking to get a 
show put together under normal circumstances. 
Checking, double checking, making arrangements, food, 
dealer contracts, insurance, advertising, and dealing with 
the school keep me busy for 5-6 months before each 
show. You all know the situation this year. Needless to 
say, I only had a little over a month to put this show 
together, once we secured Midland Park High School as 
our venue. There was so much uncertainty. A new 
location, a bit off the beaten path, quite a ways away 
from our old venue. What will happen? Will people 
show up? Will the dealers have a good show? How will 
the school work out for us? 
 
I am thrilled and proud to announce that our show in 
Midland Park was a hit!! The attendance was better than 
expected with over 900 in attendance! Our 17 dealers 
reported good sales, and everyone liked the school very 
much! And the school LOVED us!! We have already 
been asked to come back next year. We did not need to 
buy food, as the HS softball team provided meals to 
dealers and the public all weekend. That saved our club 
almost $1000 from just that one expense!  The dealers 
loved the ease of loading and unloading as there is no 
ramp or stairs, just a single smooth run in and out. We 
had the whole lobby of the school for our welcome table. 
And we have room to add dealers next year. The 
potential for this show is huge!! 
 
Some questions that came up after our last show are 
being addressed. One was the date of the show. 
Unfortunately, we are only able to have our show when 
the school is on spring break, or a vacation week. Those 
dates for next year are being looked at, but it seems that 
we will be locked into those weeks. Another question is 
about adding dealers. To our calculations, we can add 3 
more dealers to the gym, and 4-5 more in the student 
lounge area. That will be addressed during next year's 
planning. 
 
So a great bi WHEW is in order. We did it, and I can not 
thank our wonderful volunteers enough! From our 
welcome table crew, to our vendor assistants, to our 
table set-up and break-down crews, all the help you all 
lended me made this show THE most enjoyable show I 
have ever done with NoJMS!! THANK YOU!!!! 
 
I also want to give a special THANK YOU to the 
wonderful folks at Midland Park High School, especially 
Diane Ilovar, without whom we could have never done 

what we did. We are forever grateful for you opening up 
your facility to us and allowing us to have just a 
wonderful show!!!

 
 

Montague Field Trip Report 

By Jeff Wilson 
 

NoJMS members took part in another great field trip up 
to the NorthWest corner of NJ for our annual Montague 
collecting trip. 19 members took part on a beautiful 
Saturday, and a great day was to be had by all. After 
meeting up at the Tri-States Mall, we hiked in to the 
quartz crystal location. Immediately, members dashed up 
the hill and began finding very nice specimens of quartz 
crystals. After 2 hours of collecting, and a quick lunch 
break at the local McDonalds, we headed over to my 
house to collect in my rock gardens. Then the group 
headed up the hill for our eagerly anticipated return to 
Trilobite Ridge for the final part of our collecting day. 
Many trilobite fossils were found by members, as well as 
some very nice corals, which can occasionally be found 
along the ridge. A portion of an Ammonite fossil was 
also recovered. A wonderful time was had by all, and 
everyone went home with lots of rocks!! A special 
Thank You goes out to Mr. Leon Smith, who graciously 
allowed our large group access to the ridge! 

 
 

Edison Show Report 
by Jeff Wilson 

 

In the past years, I have reported on the Edison Show 
with a bit of bias, to be honest, as previous Edison shows 
have seemed to me, to be less of a gem & mineral show, 
and more of a bead and jewelry show. We were not 
having much traffic at our tables due to poor placement, 
and light crowds. I was so let down by the show last 
year, that I did not really persue setting up a club table 
this year at all. 
 
Then, I received an e-mail, just a few weeks before our 
Midland Park Show, from Lowell Carhart, the show 
organizer, to confirm that we would be setting up our 
tables at the show this year. He had said they had 3 
tables reserved for us, and were hoping we would attend. 
So, with a bit of reluctance, I accepted the invite, and we 
set up at the show. Bob Allen and his wife manned the 
table on Friday, Myself and Ron covered the table on 
Saturday, and Mike Machette joined me at the table on 
Sunday. We set up a nice mineral display on the table, 
gave away candy and free mineral specimens to kids, 
promoted our club and our activities, and handed out 
flyers for our Swap.  
 



The Treasure Chest    Page 3                 Thursday, May 12, 2016 

 
To my surprise, the show this year was AMAZING!!! 
There were way more mineral dealers this year, and far 
less bead dealers. The dinosaur and fossil displays this 
year were the best they have ever done. The crowds were 
HUGE this year. Saturday was SO busy, it was total 
chaos for several hours. It was incredibly busy at our 
table because of our kids giveaways, and GREAT 
placement by the show staff! We gave away over 800 
mineral specimens to kids over the weekend!!! We 
picked up a few new members, and had a wonderful time 
talking to so many people. It was a blast!! 
 
But, by far, the highlight of the show this year were the 
incredible mineral displays set up near the entrance to 
the show. Numerous local collectors, many of them 
close friends to many of us, set up the BEST displays of 
local minerals that I have ever seen. The cases were very 
professional, clean, inspiring, and by far the best that 
have ever been set up at this show. But, the best cases of 
them all, were the 2 NoJMS/F.O.M. display cases set up 
by Dave Shapiro, who did an absolutely magnificent job 
representing our club, and our many activities, with a 
very nice representation of field trip collected specimens 
from our members. He also included trip photos and 
descriptions highlighting our adventures. Dave did a 
great job, and I received numerous positive comments 
from members, visitors, and other collectors. Thank You 
Dave!!! 
 
We will definitely be back next year!! 

 
 

KIDS CORNER! 
by Jeff Wilson 

 

I came across a wonderful website the other day that is 
geared for kids, just starting their own mineral 
collections. It gives great information about minerals, 
how to collect them, label them, clean them, and display 
them. It has helpful hints about our hobby and activities 
for kids. 
 

The website even has a template for making your own 
mineral labels! (great for kids and adults!) 
 

With your parents OK, visit this really cool website and 
learn all about mineral and rock collecting! 
 

The website address is: <www.kidsloverocks.com> and 
is kid-friendly! 

 
 

NOTE FROM OUR EDITOR 
 

I hope you all enjoy this month’s newsletter!  I am still 
reaching out to everyone to request that you please send 

something in to me relating to rocks, fossils, minerals, 
gems and collecting in the field.  If you see an article, 
stumble upon news somewhere (it doesn’t have to be 
about New Jersey), or have photos of that “prize” 
possession, please send it in and I will be sure it gets in 
the newsletter.  Thank you all for your time. 

 
 

Field Trip Report for Tompkins Cove & Fort 

Montgomery, NY 
By Jeff Wilson 

 
On April 30, 15 members attended a wonderful, new and 
exciting field trip to 2 great New York State collecting 
locations. Our day started at the Tilcon Quarry, located 
along the Hudson River, in Tompkins Cove, NY. The 
quarry is located in a limestone formation that is very 
unusual and interesting to geologists. The limestone is 
heavily brecciated, and then fused together by calcite. 
There is also a spattering of Chalcopyrite throughout the 
stone, as well as scattered vugs containing dogtooth 
calcite crystals. Much thanks goes to Erik from Tilcon, 
who gave us the tour of the facility as well as providing 
us with material to collect. Then, in the afternoon, we 
headed upriver to Fort Montgomery, to collect 
magnetite, magnetic mica, serpentine, and other 
minerals, from the old Mine Dock along the banks of the 
Hudson. Besides the incredible scenery, members were 
treated to several passing CSX freight trains, which 
passed just feet from our collecting area, and some 
beautiful, colorful ships that were cruising the river. 
Members found great specimens of 3-d magnetite w/ 
calcite, magnetic mica, serpentine, quartz, feldspar, 
hornblende, and other great minerals, that were spilled at 
the site over a century ago, from the loading processes, 
at the former ore dock. The historic mines on the 
mountain above the site, produced high quality 
magnetite from the late 1700's to the early 1900's. The 
mine dock was the point where the ore was loaded onto 
barges and sent down river to Jersey City for processing. 
The specimens collected were from those mining 
operations, so long ago. It was a great historical trip, as 
well as a wonderful day out along the mighty Hudson. 

 
 
National Limestone Quarries Field Trip Report - PA 

by Jeff Wilson 

 
32 members attended our Annual trek to Central 
Pennsylvania, to visit National Limestone Quarries. The 
week long rain stopped just in time, and the sun came 
out to give us a wonderful collecting trip! The quarry in 
Middleburg was very muddy, but the great specimens 
we are used to, continued to thrill collectors. Great 
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specimens of travertine were collected, as well as superb 
orange calcite, flowstone, clear calcite, and fluorite were 
found by members. We also uncovered a large occurance 
of Strontianite, a rare find in the Middleburg quarry. At 
about 1:00, the group split in half, with some going to 
the second quarry in Mt.Pleasant Mills, while the 
remainder stayed behind to continue exploring the 
calcite outcrop. In Mt. Pleasant Mills, the group hit the 
wavellite pit and collected numerous wonderful 
specimens. The Middleburg crew found some superior 
specimens of orange calcite. Ron found "The Piece of 
the Trip", an incredible orange calcite vug with perfect 
crystals throughout. 
 
We then headed out to Mifflinburg and visited Jim Van 
Fleet's home for another mouth-watering barbecue! 
Members enjoyed great food, Ard's Pies, some garage 
collecting, and, of course, a tour of Jim's wonderful 
collection of Franklin Fluorescents. 
 
It was a great day for everyone! We Thank Jim and 
Linny Van Fleet for their hospitality, and Eric Stahl, for 
again allowing our club full access to both quarries. 

 
 
National Limestone Quarries Field Trip Report - PA 

by Dave “Groundhog” Shapiro 

 
Total attendees: 34 !!!! 
 
"Groundhog" Dave Shapiro, Jeff Wilson, Ron "Karate 
Champ" Schulz, Jess Jacobsen, Bob Horn, Steve 
"Pickles" Wien + Jenn+Emma+Grace Wien, Lisa 
Brown, Brian Voorman, Nina Kiliszek, Steve 
"Troublemaker" Dougherty, Dan "the Phantom" Irwin, 
Mark "Mr Directions" Williams, John "Mr Tie-Dye" 
Brandauer, KC "FluoriteGuy" Dalby, Mike "the Pie 
Man" Dunton, "Molerat" Tim Hollister + son Mark 
Hollister, Paul Radziewicz, Jim Currie, Dave "DUDE" 
Miller, Georgie + "Lainie" Alaine Mack, Derek Yoost 
and Diane Tasco, Will Pazik w/ his 2 sons, and trip 
newbies Gary Quam, Linda Lovstad, and Anders Todd 
(and of course our host Jim VanFleet) 
 
Finds of day: Steve "Pickles" Wien and Steve 
“Troublemaker” Dougherty STRONTIANITE find w/ 
calcite at Middleburg, Jeff Wilson MONSTER 
FLOWSTONE SLAB at Middleburg, Mark "Mr 
Directions" Williams w/ VERY NICE CLEAVE-EDGE  
FLUORITE XL (portions) 
 
General overall finds: [Middleburg] calcite, massive, 
druzy and small xls, fluorite, massive and semi-cubed in  
limestone, fibrous strontianite w/ calcite, iridescent 

hematite-coated DRUZY quartz and calcite, flowstone 
and travertine; [Mt Pleasant Mills] calcite, massive, 
druzy and few dogteeth, some wavellite in sandstone, 
brachiopods and mollusk fossils in sandstone and shale, 
and minor fluorite 
 
On the Menu at JVF BBQ: Diane Tascos black bean-
veggie salad, Mary Pazik's spiral pasta 
noodle/tomato/greenbean salad, Van Fleet family 
supplies of corn, hotdogs, kielbasa, burgers with all the 
fixins, baked beans, potato salad, chips, deviled eggs, 
etc...THEN Ards pies  
 
!!!!!  Thanks to Mike "the Pie Man" Dunton for bringing 
some food supplies to JVF residence on Fri, and to Jeff 
Wilson for delivering 5 Ards pies for BBQ attendees, 2 
of which were donated for the BBQ by John "Mr Tie-
Dye" Brandauer and of course the Van Fleet clan for all  
around hospitality. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

FIELD TRIP SCHEDULE FOR 2016 

 
July 16 & 17, 2016 - Herkimer, NY Ace of Diamonds, 
Screening West Canada Creek, Herkimer Gem & 
Mineral Show (Req. overnight stay) 
 
IN THE WORKS: 
 
TBA-Calvert Cliffs, Md. (Req. overnight stay) 
 
TBA - Ramenessen Creek/Big Brook, Holmdel, NJ 
 
Details will be available on our club website, at 
upcoming club meetings or you can contact Dave 
Shapiro at dshapiro33@gmail.com 
 
Check our website often for trip updates! 
 

 

May 14 & 15, 2016 

Sterling Hill Mining Museum 

Ogdensburg, NJ 
 

Annual Spring North Jersey Swap & Sale 

 

30 Plant St., Ogdenburg, NJ 

Sat.: 9am-5pm, Sun.: 9am-5pm 

See website for more details! 
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MINUTES OF THE 723

rd
 NoJMS MEETING 

 
The meeting was called to order by Jeff Wilson, the 
President, on Thursday, March 10, 20016.  Mel Pollinger 
was instrumental in securing the services of an 
accountant.  All the club's records, forms and filings are 
in order. 
 
Dave Shapiro took the floor and reviewed some of the 
scheduled field trips.  He has diligently worked on 
organizing outings that are exciting, informative and fun. 
 
Everyone was encouraged to sign up on the displayed 
volunteer sheets for the annual North Jersey Gem, 
Mineral and Fossil Show, on April 2-3, 2016.  This will 
give an overview of anticipated participant assistance 
and will solicit a firm commitment. 
 
The Mineral Madness drawing was stocked with an 
arrangement of unusual specimens. 
 
Stuart Miles Lefkowtiz learned that senior citizens can 
audit classes in New Jersey State colleges and only have 
to pay minimal surcharges.  He took a class pursuing his 
interest in history and ended up publishing a book, 
"Mining Iron in Northwest New Jersey The People."  
The focus of the presentation was Morris County, more 
specifically the Hope Mine, from 1920-1978. 
 
Stuart was able to obtain photographs, records and 
interviews with elderly individuals that lived through the 
early historical times.  He was willing to autograph his 
book if anyone wished to purchase a copy.  Apparently 
he initiated a lot of interest for every copy sold.  It was 
an informative, stimulating evening filled with local 
history. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Brecka, Secretary 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

May 14 & 15, 2016 – Ogdensburg, NJ – NoJMS Swap 

& Sale at Sterling Hill Mining Museum 

May 14 & 15, 2016 - May's Landing, NJ - Cape Atlantic 
Rockhounds Annual Spring Show 

May 14 & 15, 2016 – Leesport, Pa. Gem & Mineral 
Show 

May 21, 2016 – Fairless Hills, Pa. – Bucks County Gem 
& Mineral Show 

June 4, 2016 - Spring Mineralfest - Macungie, 
Pennsylvania - 66th semi-annual Mineralfest 

June 4 & 5, 2016 - Monroe, New York - Annual 
Mineral, Jewelry, Gem & Fossil Show at Museum 
Village 

July 7-10, 2016 - Cedarburg, Wisconsin - 1st Annual 
National AGATE Exposition & Symposium. 77+ 
Dealers. July 7 - Agate Symposium, July 8-10 - National 
Agate Exposition. Cedarburg High School, Evergreen 
Blvd. Cedarburg, Wis. 

July 9 & 10, 2016 - Syracuse, NY - GemWorld 2016 - 
50th Annual Gem, Mineral, Fossil & Jewelry Show 

July 16 & 17, 2016 - Herkimer, NY - Herkimer 
Diamond Festival & Gem Show, Herkimer High School 

July 30 & 31, 2016 - Cutchogue, Long Island, NY - 26th 
Annual Mineral, Gem, Fossil & Jewelry Show 

August 27 & 28, 2016 – Freehold, NJ – “Fellowship of 
the Rock”; contact KC Dalby at fluoriteguy@gmail.com 

September 17 & 18, 2016 - May's Landing, NJ - Cape 
Atlantic Rockhounds Annual Fall Show 

October 1, 2016 – Fall Mineralfest - Macungie, 
Pennsylvania - 66th semi-annual Mineralfest

 

NOTE FROM OUR TREASURER 

 
Please fill out the enclosed membership application from 
the back of the newsletter and mail it with a check or 
bring to the next club meeting.  We need you to please 
pay your dues via check as we have a lot of fun activities 
planned for this year. Please note the change in dues.  
Thank you. 
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Supplemental (E-Newsletter Only) 

 
March Meeting Photos – March 10, 2016 

Photos by Dan Sackerman 
 

 
Ron Schultz & Jeff Wilson 

 

 
The President calling the meeting to order 
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Jeff Wilson & Dave “Groundhog” Shapiro 

 
 

 
A presentation on “Iron Mining in Morris County” was given by Stewart Lefkowtiz 
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Montague Field Trip – March 26, 2016 

Photos by Jeff Wilson & Dave “Groundhog” Shapiro 
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Jeff gives his historical/geology overview to the group on the hike 
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Nina, Jane, Nicole and Laura working the slope 

 
Lainie Mack and her big ammonite find 
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Midland Park Show  – April 2 & 3, 2016 

Photos by Mel Pollinger 
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Edison Show  – April 8-10, 2016 

Photos by Jeff Wilson & Dave “Groundhog” Shapiro 
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Tomkins Cove Field Trip  – April 30, 2016 

Photos by Jeff Wilson & Dave “Groundhog” Shapiro 
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National Limestone Quarries Field Trip  – May 7, 2016 

Photos by Jeff Wilson & Dave “Groundhog” Shapiro 
 

 
 
 

 
Nina Kiliszek is all smiles at the travertine/flowstone area at Middleburg 
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Jess Jacobsen gives a BIG thumbs up as he, Ron "Karate Champ" Schulz, Nina Kiliszek, Brian Voorman, and Anders Todd 

approve in the travertine/flowstone area at Middleburg 

 
 

 
As usual Jeff "Bloodhound" Wilson sniffs out a winner with this MONSTER flowstone slab at Middleburg 
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Long-time NoJMS member Bob Horn returns to his collecting roots and shows off some fluorite and calcite vein pieces in 

limestone 
 
 

 
Our gang of Jim Currie, Bob Horn, Georgie and "Lainie" Alaine Mack, Derek Yoost, "Molerat" Tim and son Mark Hollister, Will 

Pazik w/ 2 sons thoroughly enjoy the WAVELLITE and fossil sandstone exposure at Mount Pleasant Mills Quarry 
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Grillmaster and host extraordinaire Jim Van Fleet mfeeds the masses as Will Pazik and sons order up some burgers and 

kielbasa 
 
 
 

 
Satisfied customers Steve "PICKLES" Wien, Bob Horn, Paul Radziewicz, Brian Voorman, and Will Pazik know a great BBQ 

when they see one 
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Trip newbies Linda Lovstad and Gary Quam enjoy taking in their first Jim VanFleet BBQ as Lisa Brown chats the afternoon 

away with Diane Tasco 
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The North Jersey Mineralogical SocietyThe North Jersey Mineralogical SocietyThe North Jersey Mineralogical SocietyThe North Jersey Mineralogical Society    

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONMEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONMEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONMEMBERSHIP APPLICATION    

 

Name of Applicant ________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Contact ________________________________________ 

E-Mail __________________________________________________ 

Additional Family Members _________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

Today's Date _____/_____/_____ 

 

Renewal _____    New Membership_____  

Individual Membership $15_____              Couple $20_____ 

Family Membership $30 (2 Adults, up to 3 kids)_____ 

If you would like to join The North Jersey Mineralogical Society, Please fill out this form, enclose form and check 

for dues, and mail to: 

Arlene Castleman, Treasurer   126 US Route 46 East - 40A   Lodi, NJ 07644-3630 

NoJMS is a 501(c)3 Non Profit Educational Organization. Your dues pay for membership in the Eastern Federation, 

and pays for your insurance which allows us to attend field trips, shows, and events. Membership entitles you to 

our club newsletter, club patch, membership card, and participation in club field trips, shows, events, and parties. 

 


