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EDITORIAL

Issue Four: First Birthday!

» A Word Of Thanks

Neonbeam? Print? Surely not.

Although this is the first anniversary of the current incarnation of
this little publication, it has actually been a sporadic venture for the
last five years. Previous versions were all purely web-based, and
even with the help of modern Print-On-Demand services, like
Lulu.com, the whole process of creating a print magazine seemed
complicated and demanding. Surprisingly, it's not too difficult at
all. Due to this unexpected simplicity, the print versions will now
continue every quarter, alongside the free PDF editions. Neonbeam
is a project I'm thoroughly enjoying, and, in this editorial, I wish to
thank everyone who has promoted, read and contributed to the
magazine over the last year. I salute you!

» Inside The Issue

This issue sees the conclusion of Electrocuting The Clowns, by David
Byron. If you have not yet read the first part of this serialised story
you can view it as a PDF on the homepage of the website, or
alternatively you can download Issue Three from the “Back Issues”
section. In addition to the evil clowns of Mr. Byron, once again we
have a fine compilation of fantasy, horror, mystery and satirical
fiction, and an assortment of intricately crafted poetry.

The contributions selected as Best of Issue for Issue Four are:

Fiction: “Swarming Disenchantments”, by Bruce Hesselbach.
Receives print NB and “Hybrids”, by David Thorpe.

Poetry: “Upstream In Idaho”, by Rodney Nelson.
Receives print NB and “Funky Chickens”, by Benjamin Zephaniah.
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(With regards to the “Best of Issue” selections, please note that, due
to a number of reasons, this is being discontinued in future NB
issues. For further information, please see the website.)

As this issue’s Extra Feature, we have “Becoming Hybrid”, an
interview with David Thorpe, winner of the 2006 HarperCollins
contest to find a new children’s writer, with his novel “Hybrids”
(not only for children!). David also writes environmental journalism
and comics.

» Cover Art

Firstly, I should point out that the cover for Issue Four was
originally set to be a science-fiction cartoon by Steve Cartwright.
Unfortunately, as this was a genre piece, I struggled to relate it to
any of the content in the issue. Because of this, I eventually had to
make the decision to change the cover art. However, you should
still take a look at Steve’s online cartoon gallery, which can be
found at www.angelfire.com/sc2/cartoonsbycartwright.

The replacement cover images, for both front and back covers, are
simple Photoshopped pictures of traditional Chinese opera masks
that a friend recently brought me back from Beijing. I thought they
were obscure enough to act as standalone art, although we do have
a poem about “A New China” inside the issue, which ties in nicely
for those who like justification!

» And Finally...

Once again, a big thank you to everyone for all the support with
NB! Enjoy the issue!

Best wishes,

fd/ﬂﬂ(/; Neonbeam Editor
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