
Who Really Discovered America? 
http://www.cyberistan.org/islamic/mamerica.html/; 
http://hispanicmuslims.com/articles/other/priortocolumbus.html 
Plenty of historical evidence can demonstrate that Muslims from 
Spain, call the Moors, were the first people to travel across the 
Atlantic Ocean to the Americas.  The Moors were Muslims who 
descendants of the Umayyid Khalifahs after the Abbasid Khalifahs 
took over the areas of Iraq and Syria.  They are also known as the 
Khalifahs of Cordoba.  A Muslim historian and geographer Abul-
Hassan Ali Ibn Al-Hussain Al-Masudi (871 - 957 CE) wrote in his 
book ‘Muruj Adh-dhahab wa Maadin al-Jawhar’ (The Meadows of 
Gold and Quarries of Jewels) that during the rule of the Muslim 
Caliph of Spain Abdullah Ibn Muhammad (888 - 912 CE), a Muslim 
navigator Khashkhash Ibn Saeed Ibn Aswad of Cordoba, Spain 
sailed from Delba (Palos) in 889 CE, crossed the Atlantic, reached an 
unknown territory (Ard Majhoola), and returned with fabulous 
treasures. In Al-Masudi's map of the world there is a large area in the 
ocean of darkness and fog (the Atlantic ocean), which he referred to 
as the unknown territory (the Americas).   
A Muslim historian Abu Bakr Ibn Umar Al-Gutiyya narrated that during 
the reign of the Muslim Caliph of Spain, Hisham II (976 -1009 CE), 
another Muslim navigator Ibn Farrukh of Granada sailed from Kadesh 
(February 999 CE) into the Atlantic, landed in Gando (Great Canary 
Islands).  While there, they visited King Guanariga, and continued 
westward, where they saw and named two islands, Capraria and 
Pluitana. They arrived back in Spain in May 999 CE.   
Many historical sources support the fact that Muslims actually helped 
him find the Americas on his famous trip in 1942. Many historians will 
report that Columbus actually didn’t know much about sailing, and 
that he learned what he knew from the Moorish traders.  Columbus 
had two captains of Muslim origin during his first voyage, one named 
Martin Alonso Pinzon, the captain of the Pinta, and his brother 
Vicente Yanex Pinzon the captain of the Nina. They were wealthy 
expert ship outfitters who helped organize Columbus's expedition and 
repaired the flagship Santa Maria. The Pinzon family was related to 
Abuzayan Muhammad III, the Moroccan Sultan of the Marinid 
Dynasty (1196 - 1465).  Because of the Spanish Inquisition that was 
going on at the time, the Muslims of Spain were forced to become 



Catholic or leave Spain, so the origins of these prominent sailors 
were not recognized as Muslims publically. 

 
This map is an example of proof that Columbus used information 
from the Arabs to sail to the Americas.   
In 1492, when Christopher Columbus arrived in the New World, he 
was strongly influenced by the geography of the 13th-century Arab 
scholar, Al-Idrissi, who served as an adviser to King Roger of Sicily. 
Columbus had with him a copy of Al-Idrissi's works mentioning the 
discovery of a new continent by eight Muslim explorers.  Also, 
Columbus took with him an Arabic speaking interpreter named Luis 
de Torres.  He knew that Arabs had traveled to India, and he fully 
expected to meet Arabs there, which he did. 
Columbus reported many times in his memoirs that he saw Muslims 
in the Americas.  This meant that Muslims not only traveled to the 
Americas as traders, but they also colonized the Americas before 
Columbus ever arrived.   Columbus admitted in his papers that while 
his ship was sailing near Gibara on the northeast of Cuba, he saw a 
Mosque on the top of a beautiful mountain. Ruins of Mosques and 
minarets with inscriptions of Qur'anic verses have been discovered in 



Cuba, Mexico, Texas, and Nevada.   
Columbus especially reported interacting with Muslims in the Canary 
Islands.  At that time the Canary Islands were called Gomera.  
Gomera is an Arabic word meaning ‘small firebrand’.  Columbus 
stayed on the islands to restock his ships before returning to Spain.  
Even to this day, it is unclear how long Columbus remained on the 
island. It is said, that his love for the beautiful ruler of the island 
Beatriz de Bobadilla, delayed his departure.  Beatriz de Bobadilla was 
the daughter of the first general of the island.  The family name 
Bobadilla is derived from the Arab Islamic name Abouabdilla. The 
Bobadilla family was related to Abbadid dynasty of Seville (1031 -
1091 CE). Nevertheless, the Bobadilla clan was not easy to ignore. 
Francisco Bobadilla the royal commissioner of Gomera learned of 
Columbus’ attraction to his daughter, and put Columbus in chains and 
transferred him from Santo Domingo back to Spain (November 1500 
CE). After all, Columbus’ boss, Queen Ferdinand, was his worst 
enemy, and no friend of hers would have the likes of his daughter.  
Other events documented in Columbus’ memoirs indicated that he 
also interacted with Muslims in the Bahamas.  On October 12, 1492 
CE, Columbus landed on a little island in the Bahamas that was 
called Guanahani by the natives. Renamed San Salvador by 
Columbus, Guanahani is derived from Mandinka and modified Arabic 
words. Guana (Ikhwana) means ‘brothers’ and Hani is an Arabic 
name. Therefore the original name of the island was ‘Hani Brothers.’  
Upon discovering this land, he quickly renamed it, San Salvador, 
which means, “their sovereign king and queen of Spain.” 
Columbus wrote as he traveled all over the Americas, that he 
encountered West African Muslims in various places across the 
Americas.  He reported that the West African Muslims were found in 
Caribbean, Central, South and North American territories, including 
Canada were trading and intermarrying with Native Americans.   
Strong evidence suggests that many Native American tribes were 
highly influenced by Muslims.  Some tribes of the Cherokee, Iroquis, 
and Black Feet have a history of Muslim chiefs.  The Arabs heavily 
influenced the clothing of the Cherokee.  The men wore turbans and 
the women wore scarves. Many of the Native American names of 
lands included Arabic words. The names of our states indicate that 



 

 

Muslims left an important impact on America.  Caliph Haronia  
(California), Allah-Bumya (Alabama), Tallah-Hasse (Tallahassee), 
Medina Ohio, Moorestown New Jersey, Islamorada Florida, and Al-
Hambra California are all examples of places in the United States that 
were influenced by Muslims who were here before Columbus.  
 

1. Did Columbus really discover America?  Why or why not? 
2. What evidence was there that Muslims arrived in the Americas 

before Columbus? 
3. What evidence was there that Muslims helped Columbus find 

the Americas? 



 


