This has to be one of the simplest conversions available. It is made easier by the use of contact pads on the chassis, clearly seen in the pictures. This does away with the nuisance of the keeper plate constantly getting in the way, as is usually the case. Fitting the little jumper wires to the plug under the cab as shown in the picture allows removal of the tender from the assembly and testing process.
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The coupling rods were removed from the wheels using a nut spinner of appropriate size – much quicker than pliers. The Bachmann wheels are actually rather nice and for anyone capable of re profiling them, it may be a good idea to  keep the things as this would save the hassle of fitting balance weights – a dismal job trying to fit little triangle wedges – I ended up ‘glazing’  them with a liquid PVA type substance.

The gear wheels need to be removed from the original axles by gently tapping through with a ‘toffee hammer’ and remounted on the new axles in a corresponding off-centre position.
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Following crankpin assembly in the usual manner, I now attempted to use my new George Watts wheel press for the first time and was horrified to find the result was even worse than my usual efforts. I had fairly sensibly tried the flangeless wheels first so no real harm was done. I then had a ‘Eureka’ moment as I realised I was trying to press the convex fronts of the ‘H’ spoked wheels. Surely it would be better to press the flat backs of the wheels?  In a rare moment of lucid thought I decided to press the wheels against a nice flat back to back gauge. (Exactoscale – see picture.)  Instant success resulted from this procedure. Don’t forget spacing washers as required, but make use of the self-centring effect of the pickups when possible.
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Coupling rods can now be fitted with the supplied bushing washers and reassembled on the crankpins of the new wheels and the entire wheel assembly inserted in one effortless movement.

Gentle outward adjustment of the pickups and refitting of the keeper plate should complete the basic conversion. Assuming the model worked well before dismantling; there is no reason why it should not work at least as well now!

There is, of course, much more that can be done. An obvious example being the fitting of cosmetic frame overlays to reduce the large gap between wheel backs and frame. This could form the basis of a future article. (When I get around to actually doing it! – don’t hold your breath.)
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