Bullhead Rail Fencing

A useful application of all those wasted bits of cut-off rail!

The fencing was measured at Heath High Level station in June 2009. The uprights are bullhead rail, with the head pointing towards the public path. The uprights are 39 to 39.5 inches high (13.2 mm in 4mm scale) with the centres of the two fence bars at 16.5 and 34.5 inches (5.5 amd 11.7 mm) from the ground. The tops of the posts are roughly rounded off. The fance bars are pipes with outside diameter of one and 5/8th inches (0.54 mm), with a pipe join about every third opening. The uprights are approx 94 to 102 inches apart (32-34mm)

A simple jig was made out of 1.6mm brass, held together by 8BA bolts tapped 

into the bottom piece. A length of rail can be inserted so that its length in 

the jig is 13.2mm, allowing a mark to be scribed to show the ground level. Two 0.6mm holes at the correct heights allow the bar holes to be drilled. On 

removing the rail, a quick dressing with a file rounds the top. The uprights 

are simply glued into holes in the baseboard, and 0.5mm wire threaded through the holes in the uprights (I used phosphor bronze, which is nice and straight an springy). For end caps on the bars, or to simulate the pipe joins, a tiny drop of PVA glue on the end of a cocktail stick is fairly easily worked onto 

the bar.

A drop of superglue holds the bars in the uprights. Spray with primer and then 

black paint (I used automobile spraypaint cans). For variety, a piece of 1mm 

angle can be used as an end unpright.
