To Kill a Mockingbird 
The Allegory of Chapter 10
What is an allegory?
An allegory is a literary representation in which the surface level of a literary work actually has a deeper meaning. Sometimes when we read, we only read the surface of the material; we only think about the obvious meaning of what we just read. Sometimes, however, that piece of literature has a deeper meaning, and all the actions, events, people and things on the surface level of the story actually represent ideas.
*What is so significant is that the relationship between the events, actions, people or things on the surface level must be the same as the relationship between the ideas of the deeper level.
Chapter 10
Chapter 10 of To Kill a Mockingbird is an allegory. What you read on the surface, the events that take place, actually represents something deeper. These deeper ideas that are represented by actions, events, and things on the surface level are giant clues to the themes of the book!


How are you going to figure this out?
An allegory is not always visible to the average reader. But you are going to become CAREFUL readers. Well take a closer look at chapter 10 and decipher its allegory together. The attached worksheet will help you record the most important representations in Chapter 10 and keep them organized.
There is a list of ideas/quotes from chapter 10 in the Surface Level category. Some of these ideas have been discussed in the Deeper Level category. It is up to you to fill in the rest of this category on the basis of class discussions.

Chapter 10 AllegorySurface Level
a.	pg. 90 Mockingbirds and air rifles
b.	pg. 91 What Atticus is "good at"
(father, lawyer)
c.	pg. 92 Tim Johnson - pet of Maycomb County
d.	pg 93 February
 Deeper Level
a.	innocence, good, peace
lads are given air rifles. Nevertheless, they are guns
b.	society's laws and wisdom of the law
.
e. pg 94 Heck Tate - Sheriff of Maycomb County	
f. pg. 94 Mad dogs - They usually go in "a straight line but you never can tell."
 
 
g. pg. 94 "The trees were still, the mockingbirds were silent."
 
h. pg. 95 "He's far from dead Jem, he hasn't got     	started yet."                                                                  
i. pg. 95 "Mr. Finch this is a one-shot job."
j. pg. 96 "You were a little to the right, Mr. Finch. . .. Always was .... If I had my "druthers I'd take a shotgun."
k. pg. 97 "[Tim J's] just as dangerous dead as alive."
1. pg. 97 "... they'd send his head to Montgomery ."	                     m. pg. 99 "Atticus is a gentleman, just like me.”  I

