Short Story Unit
Blodgett School
 8th grade ELA

Rationale

The vivid and flashy book cover of Sharon Flake’s collection and new paperback edition of short stories entitled Who am I Without Him? has two individuals on it. A boy and a girl. Both teenagers. Both African American. Both looking perplexed as they navigate the undoubtedly muddled landscape of adolescence. Urban middle school students will immediately be interested in this young adult text simply because the cover is visually appealing,  and automatic interest and engagement is exactly the response that I want from my students when planning and executing a unit (Lesesne). 
Thus, students will participate in a genre study of short stories, by a contemporary young adult author, who writes about experiences and situations that are common for urban teenagers.  Students will begin to recognize characteristics of the short story genre and participate in an on going study of short stories through working collaboratively and independently to read and analyze various stories, while considering perspective, vocabulary words, literary elements, and most importantly, how these stories present issues that reflect or relate to their lives, which as research shows “offers confirmation and validation of the lives of urban youth” (Hassell & Rodge). Further, because these students will connect to these stories and feel validated by them, these texts have the potential to teach students how to “counteract stereotypes of urban adolescents through…characters that challenge social expectations borne of stereotype”  (Hassesll & Rodge). All teens struggle with issues of identity, dating, and relationships with their peers and parents.  Sharon G. Flake’s collection of short stories allows students to explore this genre and the aforementioned issues, but through contemporary young adult literature that relates to their lives, and therefore, as research shows, will interest and engage them, while perhaps even educating them about difficult issues they are undoubtedly grappling with in early adolescence. 
Students will engage in a variety of activities, many of which have been proven to be successful methods of instruction through research done on young adults and their reading skills and habits (Hughes-Hassell &Rodge). Students will participate in class discussion, creative writing, read-alouds, and small group activities.  Students’ personal experiences and opinions will also be a valuable asset to this unit. Students will interact with this book, and are more likely to enjoy texts that they can relate to, and this could be the catalyst in getting them to read even more (Lesesne).
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Objectives
Students will be able to identify main ideas in various passages and will demonstrate an understanding of themes.
	Students will explain and discuss characterization. 
	Students will be able to identify point of view. 
	Students will be able to locate and use several vocabulary words from the short story. 
	Students will be able to locate details within the short stories and to distinguish details from the main idea, or the theme, of the short story. 
	Students will monitor their own reading by stopping themselves periodically while they are reading with their peers and discuss their reactions to the short stories. 
	Students will participate in a class discussion and articulate their opinions about the text and related issues. 
	Students will express their reactions and opinions to the story with their peers through written and verbal expressions.  
	Students will show an awareness of audience and the conventions of standard written English as they revise and complete a short authentic writing piece. 


Essential Questions

In what situations is personal character revealed? 
	What do our personal values, moral choices and ethical beliefs reveal about us?
	What does it mean to show courage and/or perseverance or to have integrity?  Which characters show these traits and how?
	In what ways are we similar and different from the characters about whom we read? 
What teenage experiences are reflected in these stories and what does it mean to be a teenager?  What can I learn from how the characters deal with the various situations they encounter?  What are some advantages and disadvantages about being a teenager?
	What does it mean to be in an abusive relationship? 
	What are the different roles and expectations for teenage boys and girls, especially with regards to relationships? (*emphasis on gender and gender roles) 
What are some coming of age experiences that are universal to all teenagers?
	Dating
Maturing
Changing relationships 
Memorable life lessons
Identity formation 
	How do the choices we make now affect us in the future?
	What does an individual deserve?


Teaching and learning strategies

*cooperative learning					*demonstration			
*technology						 *discussion groups			
*note taking/lecture					*question and answer	
*interactive music/disc					


Anticipatory Set:	The students will review characteristics of short stories and complete an anticipation guide for the first story that we will be reading. 


Activities
small group work	
whole class and small group discussions
reading in small groups, independently 
writing activities, including revision work on authentic writing pieces
	Introduction to relevant vocabulary words 
	Using music to enhance learning 
	Exit Slips
Do It Now activities 
	Mini-lesson on dialogue
	Using graphic organizers to compare and contrast 



Materials/Resources
Sharon Flake’s collection of short stories entitled Who Am I Without Him?
Mobile Lab
Technology Applications and resources (music applications & Sharon Flake websites) 
Hand-outs provided by the instructor 

Assignments
Complete a variety of writing exercises in class, including reading comprehension packets for each short story and short writing assignments. 
Participate in group activities for literature exercises.
Read the short stories 


Forms of Assessment:
Packets for each short story 			
participation in class discussions 
In class activities, various exercises 
Self- evaluation checklist and rubric for short story packet and writing piece. 

