To Kill a Mockingbird 
Lesson Plan 
FMHS 9th grade honors 


Rationale
	This lesson will encourage students to explore their own inherent biases and dispositions towards a variety of issues, many of which will be discussed during our study of the novel To Kill a Mockingbird, which include but are not limited to racism, gender roles, and social status. Students will begin to understand the connection between these issues and how they are informed by prejudice and discrimination, which will enhance students’ reading of the text,  of the world and of how we all participate in dominating societal ideologies. 

Objectives
	Students will recognize that many texts explore issues of timeless cultural relevance. 
	Students will prepare for the ongoing inquiry that our class will partake in during our reading of To Kill a Mockingbird and other supplemental texts through completing the anticipation guide 
(4 corners). 
	Students will be able to define prejudice and discrimination in their own words and then compare their definitions to the actual dictionary definition. 
	Students will be respectful listeners, as their peers share their ideas and opinions, which will be evident through their body language, eye contact, and ability to respond and/or ask follow up questions. 

Standards: 
	Students will read, write, listen and speak for critical analysis and evaluation through
	Forming opinions and making judgments about are the accuracy of information and texts (9.3.R.1). 
	Selecting, rejecting, and reconciling ideas and information in light of prior knowledge and experiences (9.4.R.1)
	Students will read, write, listen and speak for social interaction through
	Sharing reading experiences with a peer and/or adult (9.2.R.1). 

Speaking informally with familiar and unfamiliar people, individually and in group settings (9.4.S.1). 
Using courtesy; for example, avoiding sarcasm, ridiculing, dominating the conversation and interrupting (9.4.S.5)
	Students will read, write, listen and speak for literary response and expression through
	Building background by activating prior knowledge through questioning what they already know about the form in which the story will be presented (9.2.R.1). 
	Recognizing the relevance of literature to personal events and experiences (9.2.R.9)
	Asking and responding to questions and follow up questions to clarify interpretation (9.2.S.5). 
	Students will read, write, listen and speak for information and understanding through
	Expressing a point of view and giving supporting facts or details (9.1.S.3). 
Introductory Activity
	Students will complete the short exercise entitled “4 corners” (see attached)

Instructional Procedures
	After students complete the introductory activity, they will discuss their responses with classmates, particularly the statements in which they could not reach a definitive answer. This activity will be saved for a later project in which students will write a letter to their future selves about their attitudes towards a particular theme or issue that will be explored in the novel. 
	Students will then proceed to work with their group members on definitions of prejudice and discrimination, how they are different, examples in U.S. history and their local community and how rumors inform or contribute to prejudice and discrimination. Students will compare their definitions to the dictionary definitions. Each group will share their findings with the class. 
	Students will complete an exit slip in which they describe a time when they experienced, witnessed or perpetrated discrimination or prejudiced behavior and what effect prejudice has on people. I will share a personal example with the class and encourage students to share as well. 

Closing Activity
	I will model how to actively read and annotate for students, using the first paragraphs of To Kill a Mockingbird. I will model how to identify and think about unknown words, how to ask questions of the text, specifically the evolving relationships within the story, and how to identify main ideas and foreshadowing. Students will begin their reading of To Kill a Mockingbird as homework for tonight. Part of the assignment will be to write a reader response on their reading, in which active reading will be extremely beneficial. 

Materials
	4 corners hand-out, provided by the instructor
	Smartboard 
	list of questions to address regarding prejudice and discrimination (provided by the instructor) 
	Dictionaries

Assessment
	Students will be assessed through 
	their participation in the classroom activities
	the level of respect the exhibit towards the opinions of others. 

Extension Activities
	Students will 
	continue reading the next three chapters of To Kill a Mockingbird. 
	blog on the Blackboard discussion. 
	complete a reader response. 

To Kill a Mockingbird
Four Corners Exercise
 
Key
SA: Strongly Agree
A: Agree
SD: Strongly Disagree
D: Disagree

1. Using drugs/alcohol has become so common in our society that many people cannot make it through the day without them.
SA        A         SD        D
 
2. In a hurry and approached by a seemingly homeless individual who asked me to give him/her 
money, I would.
SA       A         SD       D
3.  On a busy street, if a well-dressed stranger who asks for money approached me, I would give
the person money.
SA       A         SD       D
4.1 have wished that I were of a different race. 			SA	A	SD 	D
5.  All men are created equal.  SA 	A	SD 	D
6.  If I could choose, at the time of my child's birth, what his/her life would be like, I would.
SA       A                 SD        D
7.1 think my generation will have a positive and successful future.
SA       A                 SD        D
8.1 think the world will be a better place 100 years from now.
SA        A                SD        D
9.1 believe that there are stereotypes of certain cultures that are always true. SA       A               SD       D
10. Immigrants should not be granted asylum in the United States.
SA       A                 SD       D
11. People who are very religious lose sight of reality because they trust God too much.
SA        A                SD        D
12. Interracial marriages do not work.
SA       A                 SD        D
 
13. I agree with everything my parents say. 
		SA	A	SD	D

14. I agree with what is taught in school.
		SA	A	SD	D

16. Girls should act like girls.
		SA	A	SD	D

17. Nobody is all bad or all good. 
		SA	A	SD	D

18. It is ok to be different.	
		SA	A	SD	D

19. Some words are so offensive they should never be stated or written. 
		SA	A	SD	D

20. Under our justice system, all citizens are treated fairly in court.
		SA	A	SD	D

21. Speaking standard grammar proves that a person is smart. 
		SA	A	SD	D

22. Heroes are born, not made. 
		SA	A	SD	D

23. No one is above the law. 
		SA	A	SD	D

24. Education makes people equal. 
		SA	A	SD	D

25. When the law does not succeed in punishing criminals, citizens should do so. 
		SA	A	SD	D



