Lesson Plan 
Freshmen Honors 							
To Kill a Mockingbird 

Rationale:
To enhance students’ understandings of timely social issues and prevailing social ideologies that relate to their lives and also to the text. 
To encourage students to consider what they value and increase their awareness of their inherent opinions, values and perceptions of the world. 
To explore how the novel’s themes relate to the characters in the novel and how their values determine how they act, think, speak and live. 
To continue our ongoing inquiry of how texts construct, reinforce and challenge persisting ideologies. 

Objective:  To have students recognize several emergent themes and values in the text and to have them consider how these issues influence our daily lives and the lives of the characters in To Kill a Mockingbird.
Standards
Students will read, write, listen and speak for literary response and expression through
	recognizing the relevance of literature to personal events and situations (9.2.R.9).
	recognizing  historical and contemporary social and cultural conditions in presentation of literary texts (9.2.L.4). 
connecting  literary texts to prior knowledge, personal experience, and contemporary situations (9.2.L.5).
	Students will read for critical analysis and evaluation through
	 forming opinions and making judgments about literary works (9.3.R.7). 
	expressing opinions and making judgments about ideas, information, experiences and issues in literary works and as they articulate personal opinions to clarify stated positions. 
	Students will read, write, listen and speak for social interaction through 
	participating in social conversations with group members (9.4.L.1). 
	Students will read, write, listen and speak for information and understanding through
	 preparing and giving presentations on a range of topics (9.2.S.1).  
Introductory Activity 
Our discussion today will focus on emerging themes and social issues, all of which have relevance to one’s values, which we discussed last week in class. Further, these issues reveal a great deal about the characters in the novel, and today’s DIN activity is “Rank in order from most important to least, what you value most: success, health, love, money, friends, family, material possessions, freedom, religion, education”, in order to explore what the students’ values reveal about them. 
Instructional Procedures
After completing the DIN, students will begin work with their home-groups.  Each group will focus on one central theme and will complete a variety of questions on that theme, about how it relates to them, their community and the book.  Students will identify where the theme is at work in the book, how it will be important to the characters we know so far, and finally, will critique the theme from a broader social view. Each group will present its work to the class. (see attached hand-out for questions) 
Assessment
Participation in group work and contributions to group presentation 
	DIN response
Materials
Easel paper, markers
To Kill a Mockingbird texts
Hand-out questions, provided by instructor
Extension Activities
Students will 
	read chapters 6-7 of the book 
	complete a reader response
	participate in the blog discussion on Blackboard 


* Differentiation for students with special needs


TKAM Hand-out for Group Work
General Questions, Questions about community, Questions about the book 
Group 1: Poverty
1.	What is poverty?
2.	Is poverty in the US different than in 3rd world countries?
3.	Should wealth be distributed more evenly
4.	Who is responsible for solving the problems?
5.	What does poverty look like in FM? What does it look like in the greater Syracuse area?
6.	What can you infer about (3) characters' economic statuses?
Group 2: Education
1.	What does it mean to be educated?
2.	Is education a right or a privilege? Why?
3.	Are there different kinds of knowledge? If so, what are they are?
4.	Are there different ways of obtaining knowledge? If so, how? (q about community?) How does
FM address diversity in its education program?
5.	How does FM diversify its education programs? Why are all children in the book not mandated
to attend school all year long?
6.	What inequities in education have you seen in the book so far ?
Group 3: Gender and Sex
1.	What is gender? How is it different from sex?
2.	What are the expectations for each gender?
3.	Is there gender equality? In FM? The world?
4.	How are boys and girls treated differently or the same at FM? Sports, student council, etc.
5.	What types of policies do institutions (schools, health insurance companies, law enforcement
agencies, the government, corporations) have that advance sexism?
6.	What do you think about many of the people in the story who make comments about Scout
being a girl? or acting like a girl? Socially accepted behaviors?
Group 4: Courage
1.	What is courage?
2.	There are different kinds of courage. What are they?
3.	What builds courage? What destroys it?
4.	What motivates people to act courageously? How are they rewarded?
5.	Examples of courageous people in your community or school? Who? Explain.
6.	Who has exhibited courage in TKAM? List examples and specific evidence.

Group 5: Tolerance
1.	What is tolerance?
2.	In a diverse society, is it possible for different groups of people to be tolerant of the beliefs and
behaviors of all other groups? What happens when one group's behaviors clash with another
groups' beliefs?
3.	In history, when has intolerance led to tragedy?
4.	How do our cultures, our communities shape our attitudes about tolerance? How has living and
growing up in FM shaped your attitude about tolerance?
5.	Who are intolerant characters and why? Tolerant?






