Music and Lyrics Unit
Blodgett School
8th grade ELA

Rationale
The language of music is understood and appreciated by all cultures.  All cultures use music to communicate and rhythms of music cross cultural boundaries.  For these reasons, a music and lyrics unit will appeal to a very diverse student population, one who has repeatedly shown interest in music. Students will participate in a short genre study of music and lyrics and use music as a tool for inquiry to study language, vocabulary, literary elements and to write persuasively. 
After giving my 8th grade English Language Arts students a survey to assess their hobbies and interests, I found that T-pain, Tupac, Biggie, Beyonce, Jay-Z, PDiddy, Keisha Cole and Lil Wayne are all artists to whom  my urban students listen. They are constantly singing, dancing and listening to their iPods whenever they get an opportunity, which clearly reveals how passionate they are about music. Therefore, I think that a music and lyrics unit is an ideal way to study language.  Although very non-traditional, all of the goals within an ELA classroom can be achieved through studying music, as students will participate in various activities, with clear correlations to not only New York State standards, but also NCTE and National Technology standards. 
Students will read song lyrics and identify literary elements.  Students will compare and contrast poetry and lyrics by the same artist and also look at similarities and differences between two different songs. Students will do biographical research about their favorite artist and then turn this information into a persuasive essay, highlighting the merits of an artist’s career and his talents.  Students will enhance their audio skills as they listen to songs and poetry and extract important details and themes.  Clearly, recognizing and understanding aspects of music can promote language awareness and help students develop as readers and critical thinkers for music uses rhyme, rhythm and repetition which are some of the same skills needed to read. 

Objectives
Students will 
	explore music as a form of written and artistic expression.
	compare and contrast music and song lyrics to poetry.
	consider the types of language used in contemporary music .
	identify the themes of various songs.
	explore how language can be used for power and control by communicating ideological beliefs and/or challenging them.
	locate examples of rhyme, repetition, alliteration and discuss how these techniques impact the meaning of various songs.
	interact with a variety of texts and genres to enhance their study of music and to show how texts exist in dialogue with each other.
	recognize and examine the importance of historical information as it is presented in song lyrics.
	begin to develop a critical understanding of the persisting social ideologies that perpetuate in society in terms of class, gender and race. 
	use the internet to research an artist of choice and then write persuasive essays and convince their readers that (chosen artist) is the best musician ever. 


Essential Questions
Why is music universal?
	What life experiences are reflected in music?
	 Why do artists include these topics in their in music?
What lessons can I learn from song lyrics?
	What does censorship contribute to or detract from music?
	How does music reflect societal values?
	 How is music similar to poetry? 


Teaching and Learning Strategies
Cooperative learning	
Demonstration
Discussion groups
Interactive media presentations
	Technology
	Note-taking/lecture 
	Guest speaker

Anticipatory Set: Students will be introduced to the music and lyrics unit through a 4 corners activity 			   in which they consider their attitudes, beliefs and opinions of and toward music. 

Activities
Do It Now activities
	Note-taking
Viewing and responding to lectures and  presentations
Listening to music and reading lyrics, 
	Reading and analyzing poetry 
	Class discussions/ small group discussions
	Independent work: research on the computer
	Creating the cover to the soundtrack of your life
	Listening to slam poetry 
	Comparing and contrasting various songs 

Materials/Resources
Tupac’s book A Rose Grew From Concrete 
VIBE magazine
	Mobile computer lab 
	Technology applications and resources
Hand-outs provided by instructor 

Assignments
15 songs on the soundtrack of your life
	Interview  parents or adults: what do they remember about Tupac?
	Completion of a variety of in class writing exercises 
	Participation in group activities 

Forms of Assessment
Various homework assignments
Persuasive essay
	In class work

