Lesson Plan (1)
Blodgett 8th grade ELA
Short Stories 

Rationale
	Students will begin a genre study of short stories, by a contemporary young adult author, who writes about experiences and situations that are common for urban teenagers, and begin to recognize characteristics of the short story genre and participate in an on going study of short stories through working collaboratively and independently to read and analyze various stories, while considering perspective, vocabulary words, literary elements, and most importantly, how these stories present issues that reflect or relate to their lives.


Objective
	Students will locate details and underline them in the short story. 

Students will be able to identify main ideas in various passages.
Students will be able to locate and use two vocabulary words from the short story. 

Standards
	Students will read, write, listen and speak for literary response and expression through
	Reading, viewing and responding independently to literary works that represent a range of social, historical and cultural perspectives (2.R.2). 

Reading, viewing and interpreting texts and performances in every medium from a wide variety of authors, subjects and genres (2.R.1). 
	Recognizing a range of literary elements and techniques, such as simile (2.R.3).
	Recognizing relevance of literature to personal events and situations (2.R.9). 
	Students will read, write, listen and speak for critical analysis and evaluation through
	Engaging in oral reading activities (3.R.5). 
	Analyzing and evaluating fiction including, the development of a central theme, the development of characters and their actions, the elements of the plot and the significance of the title (3.R.6). 
	Students will read, write, listen and speak for social interaction through
	Sharing reading experiences with a peer or adult (4.R.1). 

Materials
	Hand-outs provided by the instructor 
	“So I Ain’t No Good Girl” by Sharon Flake
	Overhead projector
	Internet and YouTube


Introductory Activities

	Students will complete a DIN and a short survey about themselves in order for me to get an idea of some of their hobbies, which I can hopefully incorporate into the classroom. They will also be given time to read my personal answers the survey, in order for them to get to know me better.  

Instructional Procedures

	Students will be introduced to two vocabulary words for the short story unit, including theme and simile. For simile, students will listen to a contemporary hip hop song remake, entitled “She’s Like the Wind.” Students will complete a short vocabulary hand-out where they have to define the word, use the word in their own sentence, and think of other words that mean the same thing. 
	Students will review characteristics of short stories, and use a hand-out provided by the instructor.

	Students will work on the anticipation guide for our first short story and focus on making predictions based on the title and what we know about short stories. 

Closing Activity 

	Students will break into groups of 2-3 and read the story together, taking turns.  A teacher will work with each group and model active reading by stopping to ask questions, to clarify and to assess student comprehension. 


Assessment

	Students will be assessed through 
	their level of participation in class
	respect exhibited to their peers and 



