Lesson Plan 2								
Music and Lyrics Unit

Rationale
	The language of music is understood and appreciated by all cultures. All cultures use music to communicate and rhythms of music cross cultural boundaries.  For these reasons, a music and lyrics unit will appeal to a very diverse student population, one who has repeatedly shown interest in music. Students will participate in a short genre study of music and lyrics and use music as a tool for inquiry to study language, vocabulary, literary elements and to write persuasively. 

Objectives
	Students will be able to compare and contrast an article from the 2003 Grammy awards to the recent top 100 Billboard chart. They will identify similarities and differences in terms of genres and artists. 

Students will be able to revise and incorporate dialogue into their short writing pieces. 
	Students will begin a writing assignment in which they will have to write persuasively. 
	Students will demonstrate the ability to respectfully listen to their peers during whole class discussions, which will be evident through appropriate body language, eye contact, and follow up questions or responses to their peers. 
Standards

	Students will read, write, listen and speak for information and understanding through 
	Analyzing information from different sources by making connections and showing relationships to other texts (1.R.9). 

Expressing point of view and providing supporting facts and details (1.S.3). 
	Interpreting information from media presentations (1.L.1).
	Students will read, write, listen and speak for literary response and expression through
	Reading, viewing, and interpreting texts in every medium from a wide variety of authors, subjects and genres and by building background by activating prior knowledge about what they already know on a topic (2.R.1) 
	Reading, viewing and responding independently to literary works that represent a range of social, historical and cultural perspective (2.R.3). 
	Recognizing relevance of literature to personal events and situations (2.R.9). 

Expressing opinions and supporting them through references to the text (2.S.1). 
	Writing interpretive and responsive essays to express judgments and support them through references to the text (2.W.2). 
	Students will read, write, listen and speak for critical analysis and evaluation through
	Selecting, rejecting and reconciling ideas and information in light of prior knowledge and experiences (3.R.8). 
	Stating an opinion or presenting a judgment by developing a thesis and providing supporting details, evidence and arguments (3.W.1)
	Using strategies designed to influence or persuade (3.W.3). 
	Students will read, write, listen and speak for social interaction through
	Sharing reading experiences with peers or adults and discussing reactions to texts (4.R.1). 

Participating as a listener in social conversations (4.L.1). 
	Considering the age, gender, social position and cultural traditions of the writer (4.R.2).


Materials
	Hand-outs provided by the instructor, including VIBE magazine article selecting Eminem as the best rapper alive, and the bracket that was used to select him. 

Overhead projector/chalkboard 
	Mobile Lab
Article from the 2003 Grammy Awards & Billboard top 100 songs for this week  
Introductory Activity
	DIN: Recognizing Points of view, Facts, and Opinions. 

Instructional Procedures
	After students complete their DIN they will share with the whole class the homework assignment from last class. They were responsible for asking a parent or older acquaintance what they remember about Tupac. 
	As a class, we will look at an article from the Grammys in 2003 and the most recent weekly top 100 from Billboard. Students will compare and contrast these two articles, looking for similarities and differences in the artists and genres that are present in each.  
	Students will work to revise their short writing piece, using their mini-lesson hand-out on dialogue as a guide.
	Students will look at VIBE magazine article and bracket, which is preliminary work for students before we begin drafting our “Power of Persuasion” essays. The VIBE article and bracket will encourage them to think about who they would select through the process of elimination, as the best musician ever. The artist that they select will be the artist that they write their persuasive essay on, convincing readers that their chosen artist is the best artist alive.  


Closing Activity
	Students will turn in the work they have completed for the day. 

Assessments
	Students will be assessed according to 
	their level of participation in class activities 

respect exhibited towards their peers and the instructors
 the work that they turn in for the day, including their DIN 

Extension Activities 
	Students will have the option to complete a compare and contrast diagram about the two short stories we read last week for extra credit. 


*Differentiation for students with special needs. 


The Power of Persuasion
Persuasion: to try and get someone to act, think or feel a certain way
As a class we looked at an article from VIBE magazine, which took a poll to find the best rap artist alive. The results: Eminem. Maybe you agree, but maybe you don’t. 

Your job is to: 

	Select one artist who you think is the best musician EVER.


	My favorite and the undeniably, most interesting and talented musician who I listen to at least once a day because I think they are so awesome and I have all their songs memorized IS 


___________________________________________. 

	Write a 5 paragraph essay in which you give three reasons WHY you think this individual is the best musician in the world. 


Introduction
Reason #1
Reason #2
Reason #3
Conclusion
 

	What are some things that you can use for reasons why you love your artist so much? Begin thinking about what is it about your chosen musician that makes them the best. Is it their music and the beat, the creativity of their lyrics, their whole style, etc?  Or maybe you did some research on the internet about their life and found out that, like Tupac, they overcome many obstacles, and you think that this makes their success even more meaningful. You can’t just say that 50 cent is your favorite; you need some support about why he is the best! 


As you write your essay, you want to persuade other people who might have a different opinion into understanding or agreeing with you about why your artist is the best. This means you have to be convincing! 

I will be posting your essays, with your permission, on a website so that you can have a real audience. Your classmates will be able to see what and who you wrote about, and you will be able to do the same. This means you should make sure that your papers are polished an

