Lesson Plan (4: Mon/Tue) 
Blodgett Middle School/ 8th grade ELA 


Rationale
	Students will complete a genre study of short stories by a contemporary young adult author, who writes about experiences and situations that are common for urban teenagers, and begin to recognize characteristics of the short story genre and participate in an on going study of short stories through working collaboratively and independently to read and analyze various stories, while considering perspective, vocabulary words, literary elements, and most importantly, how these stories present issues that reflect or relate to their lives.

Objectives 			 
	Students will show an awareness of audience, point of view and characterization. 
	Students will use reading strategies, such as annotation, to identify details that support characterization. 
	Students will be able to compare and contrast two short stories and explain similarities and differences between the two. 
	Students will demonstrate the ability to self-reflect, as they assess their own work. 

Standards 
	Students will read, write, listen and speak for literary response and expression by
	Reading works with a common theme and comparing the treatment of that theme by different authors (2.R.7) 
	Recognizing a range of literary elements and techniques, such as simile (2.R.3).

Recognizing relevance of literature to personal events and situations (2.R.9). 
Asking and responding to questions and follow up questions and engaging in a variety of collaborative conversations (2.S.5). 
	Students will read, write, listen and speak for critical analysis and evaluation by
	Engaging in oral reading activities (3.R.5). 
Analyzing and evaluating fiction including, the development of a central theme, the development of characters and their actions, the elements of the plot and the significance of the title (3.R.6). 
Selecting, rejecting and reconciling ideas and information using prior knowledge and experiences (3.R.8). 
	Students will read, write, listen and speak for social interaction through
	Sharing reading experiences with a peer or adult (4.R.1). 
Using courtesy—avoiding sarcasm, ridiculing, dominating the conversation and interrupting (4.S.5). 




	Students will read, write, listen and speak for information and understanding by 

	Writing original literary texts and using literary elements such as plot, setting, dialogue and conflict to engage readers (2.W.1). 

Using resources such as personal experience, knowledge from other content areas and independent reading to create literary, interpretive, and responsive writing  ( ). 
Recognizing appropriate voice and tone (1.L.4). 
Participating in a conversation with fellow students who are friends and acquaintances (4.L.1).
Materials
	Hand-outs provided by instructor 
	Chalkboard/overhead projector 

Introductory Activity
	Students will complete a DIN on perceiving relationships and recognizing outcomes and will continue to identify cause and effect relationships in various unrelated passages. 

Instructional Procedures
	Students will proofread their completed packets for “So I Ain’t No Good Girl” and complete the self evaluation checklist. 

Students will finish and hand in their short creative writing piece that they have been working on. 
	Students will read the second short story, either independently, with a partner, or in a small group, entitled “Not a Boy” and begin work on that packet as well, while engaging in conversations with their peers about issues that are raised in this story. 
Closing Activity 
	Students will fill in the graphic organizer which compares and contrasts the two short stories by Sharon Flake by assessing their themes, characters, point of views and plots. 

Assessment
	After today’s class, students will be handing in their creative writing piece and their “So I Ain’t No Good Girl” packets for evaluation. 

	Students will be assessed through 
	their level of participation in class

respect exhibited to their peers 
the effort that they put into class work.  

	Differentiation for students with special needs 
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 Or, looking at what is different and what is the same about the two short stories.

So I Ain’t No Good Girl
Not a Boy
	Who is telling the story?








	Happy ending or sad ending? What happened? 











	How does the author represent the relationship between the boy and the girl? 











	Who are the friends or the enemies in the story? How do they act? 











	Who are the parents in the story? How do they act? What are some words that details that we learn about them? 










	How do the boys act? How do you think they should act?













	How do the girls act? How do you think they should act? 












	Theme: message or meaning of the story 













	Characters who show courage









	Characters who show perseverance 










	Characters who show integrity 








	Another similarity I noticed is that both stories have….








	Another difference I noticed is… 












