Pride and Prejudice 
Preliminary Discussion and Explorations
Thematic Analyses
Group 1: Etiquette 
“Elizabeth blushed and blushed again with shame and vexation…[she] was in agonies” (141-142). 
As we discussed in class last week, etiquette—the distinction between good and bad manners—is an important part of this story. Find some examples of characters who have displayed ignorant and inappropriate behaviors by overlooking social rules. In contrast, which characters behave well? Provide some specific examples of when characters observe social etiquette. What is significant/ironic/revealing about the social statuses of the various characters who behave well and those who don’t? 
Why do you think social form and appearance are so important in this culture? In what ways does the modern world view manners similarly?  Differently? 
Based on Austen’s portrayal of manners, what social commentary is she making about manners in general?  Do you think she believes that some social laws need revising? Why or why not?

Group 2: Marriage
“Happiness in marriage is entirely a matter of chance…I am not romantic you know. I never was. I only ask a comfortable home; and considering Mr. Collins’s character, connections and situation in life, I am convinced that my chance of happiness with him is fair, as most people can boast on entering the marriage state” (165-166).
- Charlotte Lucas

Marriage is one of the novel’s primary themes, and emphasis is placed on characters marrying appropriately and well.  What has happened on the marriage front?  What predictions can you make about what will happen?
What values/expectations toward courtship and marriage are revealed from different characters?  What qualities do various characters look for in a spouse? How do they differ?  What is society’s general view toward marriage? What characters represent the changing views on the social institution of marriage? 
At this point in your reading, what appears to be Austen’s commentary on marriage?  Consider what language she uses when discussing marriage at various points in volume 1. Does this support society’s general view towards marriage, critique it, satirize it?  Consider how/if the Bennet marriage is symbolic, Elizabeth’s refusal of Collins, etc. 

Group 3: Parents
“What an excellent father you have girls…I do not know how you will ever make him amends for his 
kindness, or me either for that matter” (55).
-Mrs. Bennet

Family relationships are also a central focus of this story. Consider the relationships that Mr. and Mrs. Bennet have with their various children.  What details have been revealed about these relationships? 
Traditional comedies often have a tyrannical father, whose main objective is to block the marriage wishes of his children.  Pride and Prejudice can certainly be considered a comedy, and thus, how, if at all, does Mr. Bennet fit the archetype of a tyrannical father?  In what ways has Mr. B failed his children? (Think of his passivity). In what ways has he aided them? 
What does the novel reveal about parental responsibility and parenthood? 

Group 4: The Role of Women
“A woman must have thorough knowledge of music, singing, drawing, dancing, and the modern languages… 
and besides all this, she must possess a certain something in her air and manner of walking, the tone of her 
voice, her address and expressions…” (85).
-Miss Bingley

How are the various female characters portrayed? How do these portrayals relate to the gender issues of the period in which the book was written/set? How do cultural factors in the book (like class) intersect with gender to determine women’s experiences? 
The majority of society believes that women must look and act a certain way, while maintaining an impressive resume of accomplishments. What does Austen’s attitude appear to be toward these notions—rejection of them? Acceptance of them? Or is she questioning and exploring them?  
Discuss the ways in which several of the female characters have defied traditionally acceptable social behaviors for women.  Are there examples of women who do not conform to these expectations? Find some examples from the text. Which type of woman do you think Austen idealizes? 

Group 5: Pride and Prejudice 
“I could easily forgive his pride…if he had not mortified mine” (67).
The novel’s title also reflects two important factors in relationships between characters, and we also constantly observe characters discussing and reacting to pride and prejudices. Find examples of pride and prejudices thus far in the novel and discuss the contributions they make to the plot and theme. 
Having pride is defined as (1) a lofty opinion of oneself and (2) dignity and self-respect. Thus, pride can be both a negative and positive attribute. What characters are proud? Explain the sources of and manifestations of pride and if they are negative, positive or both. 
How do pride and prejudices enhance our understanding of Elizabeth’s refusal of Mr. Collins?  
Explore the role of first impressions in volume 1. How easily and permanently are people influenced by their first impressions of others? 

Sources: Webster’s Dictionary; Encarta 


