Pride and Prejudice 
Hand Out for AP


One critic has said, “Letters are perhaps Jane Austen’s most consistent pointer to personal responsibility…” This is an idea we will examine throughout our reading of the book.
- Alistair Duckworth

Question to consider: 
What is the importance of letters, particularly in this era?



“The first novel to explore deeply the complex play that the genre allows was Aphra Behn's Love-Letters Between a Nobleman and His Sister (1684)…The novel tested the genre's limits of changing perspectives: individual points were presented by the individual correspondents, and the central author's voice and moral judgment disappeared (at least in the first volume; her further volumes introduced a narrator). Behn furthermore explored a realm of intrigue with letters that fall into the wrong hands, with faked letters, with letters withheld by protagonists, and even more complex interaction…The epistolary novel slowly fell out of use in the late 18th century. Although Jane Austen tried her hand at the epistolary in juvenile writings and her novella Lady Susan, she abandoned this structure for her later work. It is thought that her novel First Impressions, which was redrafted to become Pride and Prejudice, may have been epistolary: Pride and Prejudice contains an unusual number of letters quoted in full and some play a critical role in the plot.” 

*Read Mr. Collins letter to Mr. Bennet in chapter 13. Consider Mr. Bennet’s reaction to the letter. Further, examine how often characters discuss letters and letter writing and any other references to letter writing in the text (like Miss Bingley’s commentary on letters in chapter ten)

	What is interesting, or complicated, or challenging about the letters in P & P? Discuss their functions. 

	What do the letters reveal about the character/personality of writer?  
	What is the importance of letters to both the writer and the reader?
	Advantages of letters vs. conversation?  What is more effective? Honest?

Austen suggestions on the power of the written word?
	Look at content and style of delivery.
	Consider the function of the letters as a stylistic technique. 

* Look at Darcy’s letter to Elizabeth in chapter 35 with your group and consider the aforementioned questions.
 
Letters in book 
Volume 1
	Mr. Collins letter to Mr. Bennett (chapter 13)
	Miss Bingley’s letter to Jane (chapter 21)

Volume 2
	Jane’s latter to Elizabeth (chapter 26) 
	Darcy’s letter to Elizabeth (chapter 35) 

Volume 3
	Lydia’s note to Mrs. Forester (chapter 47)

Mr. Collins to the Bennet family (chapter 48)
Mr. Gardiner to Mr. Bennet (chapter 49, chapter 50)
	Mrs. Gardiner’s letter to Elizabeth (chapter 52) 

Mr. Bennet to Mr. Collins (chapter 60) 
Elizabeth’s letter to the Gardiners (schapter 60) 
Lydia’s letter to Lizzy (chapter 61)

Homework: Pick any letter from the book and discuss its function, addressing many of the same questions we have talked about today with Mr. Collins’ letter to Mr. Bennet and Mr. Darcy’s letter to Elizabeth. Perhaps explore some other questions as well, such as the significance of the genders of the writer and the recipient. Then, formulate a claim about the functions of letters as a whole. (You may want to wait until you complete the novel and then pick a letter; as you can see from the list above, there are several in volume 3, and they are scandalous!) 
*Also, there is a blog about the letters for us to continue our discussion since we never have enough time in class. 
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