Pride and Prejudice
Lesson Plan for 10.16.08

Objective
	To introduce students to critical theories, which are popular discourses in literary communities and are increasingly becoming standard curricula for college literature courses, which this class seeks to emulate.  
	To make various theories accessible to students, via providing them with a description of the tenets of each theory, and questions that each theory asks of texts and of our world. 
	To further students’ insights and understandings of the various theories and simultaneously, of the various ways one can read Austen’s work. 
	Students will continue to understand how diverse and varied interpretations and perceptions of texts can be. 

Rationale
	Students will begin to understand the various literary theories that scholars employ when they read literature, including Feminist, Marxist, Cultural Criticism, New Historical, Deconstructive and New Critical Theory. 
	Students will examine how all theories endorse, communicate and perpetuate various ideological beliefs about humankind and literature. 
	Students will practice critically evaluating and responding to text, via applying specific theories to Pride and Prejudice. 

Standards
	Students will read, write, listen and speak for literary response and expression through
	Interpreting multiple levels of meaning in texts (9.2.R.8). 
	Expressing opinions and supporting them through references to the text (9.2.S.1). 
	Students will read, write, listen and speak for critical analysis and evaluation through
	Forming opinions and making judgments about literary works, by analyzing and evaluating texts from a critical perspective (9.3.R.7). 
	Presenting arguments from different perspectives (9.3.S.4). 
	Students will read, write, listen and speak for social interaction through
	Discussing reactions to texts with their peers (9.4.R.1). 
	Students will read, write, listen and speak for information and understanding through 
	Applying new information in different contexts and situations (9.1.W.6). 


Introductory Activity
	Students will receive a brief introduction to theory from the instructor via Powerpoint.

Instructional Procedures
	Students will begin work with their group members on the theory that has been assigned to them. Each group will work on a different theory, which is outlined with questions on the hand-out I provided to students. While every group received a hand-out, each of the groups is working on one distinct theory. 

Students will consider, discuss and answer questions that the various theories ask about literature and apply these questions to their reading of Pride and Prejudice. 
Closing Activity
	Students will share something they discovered, or found thought-provoking with their peers during a whole class de-briefing of their small group work. 

Materials
	Hand-outs provided by the instructor
	Pride and Prejudice books

Assessment
	Students will be assessed by their level of engagement in class and their participation in the group work. 

Students will be assessed by the evidence of thoughtfulness and insightful with regards to their responses to the text. 
Extension Activities 
	Every group member will individually post and respond to one of the questions regarding theory and Pride and Prejudice, which was provided for them on the hand-out. Every student will complete this task and thus, the blog will display several different theoretical interpretations to and understandings of Pride and Prejudice. 


