5- METZ, Critique

Play or Film Critiques

The most important component of the Theatre elective is gaining an understanding of the process required for a theatrical production.  Because going to a play or watching a movie is such a popular form of entertainment, knowing all of the facets that come together to make the final product increases one’s appreciation of it.  For this reason, each quarter you will be required to watch a play or a movie and write an analysis of it. 


Due Date 1st Quarter:  _________________            Due Date 2nd Quarter: __________________

Guidelines: 

· 2 page minimum

· Word process your final copy (double space, spell check, 12 point size type -preferably Times New Roman, black ink)

· Title Page which features: 

· your full name

· mod

· date

· Critique of title of play or film
·  Mrs. Metz, Theatre Elective

· Attach the Evaluation Sheet to the front of your paper

· you may write in the first person

Play Analysis: 

· Complete Play Critique- Outline

· Include the ticket stub or a copy of it

Film Analysis: 

Although it is true that each person values different elements in a film, we will use the American Film Institute’s list of “The 100 Greatest Movies” that were announced on the CBS television special in 1998 as a list of movies to make selections from for an analysis.  To obtain a copy of the list you can go to the American Film Institute’s web site: http://www.afi.com/tv/movies.asp
or choose one from the list posted on the bulletin board in class.

· Complete Film Critique- Viewing Notes

· Complete Film Critique- Outline

* If you would prefer to read a play and research the playwright or genre, see me for a different outline.

 Play Critique- Outline

INSTRUCTIONS: On a separate piece of paper create an outline for your critique in the format given below.

I. Introduction

A. Use a “hook” (an opening that catches your reader’s attention)

B. Title, playwright, and type of play (genre)

C. Date of the production, place, and name of performing group or company

D. Theme of the play (main subject matter or message of the play)

E. Plot outline (exposition, rising action, climax, denouement, resolution)

II. Atmosphere

A. Explain how it was expressed in the scenery, lighting, costuming, sound effects, music (EX: gloomy, cheery, cold, surreal, simplistic, realistic, etc). Be sure to be specific with details.

III. Technical Evaluation

A. Setting

B. Lighting

C. Costuming

D. Makeup

IV. Acting Evaluation

A. Were the actors convincing in their roles?

B. Did all characters work together to create ensemble or did some detract by not doing what they should?

C. How did voice/movement impact on believability?

D. Did the actors underplay or overplay their parts?

E. Were there any outstanding performances? (Give specific examples and details) (Consider if a character was played by an actor’s understudy)

V. Directorial Evaluation

A. Did the stage stay comfortably balanced?

B. Did all aspects of the production communicate the same concept or feeling or were some distracting?

C. Did this production interpret the script to your satisfaction?

D. Was the director’s concept true to what the playwright intended?

E. Were any aspects of the production confusing?

VI. Personal Opinion

A. Discuss any aspect of the play you wish, but give reasons to justify and explain your beliefs

B. Recommendation- to whom?

Film Critique- Outline

INSTRUCTIONS: On a separate piece of paper, answer the following questions.  Do not write in complete sentences.

Descriptions/Summary of the Film:

1. Who are the major actors and contributors to the film? (director, producer, etc.)

2. Who are the main characters?

3. What is the main situation or source of conflict?

4. Summarize the plot (without the ending) in no more than 2 sentences.  REMEMBER: Your reader wants to know enough about the movie to make a decision about watching the movie, but not so much that there’s no need to view it.

Your Analysis of the Film: (Choose any combination following topics and include them in your outline)

-   Characterize the plot/story of the movie.  Is it involving, convoluted, simplistic, realistic, 

     unbelievable, highly unlikely, well-structured, unresolved?

-   How would you characterize the dialogue? Do people talk this way in real life? (Or if realism 

     was not a goal of the movie, was the dialogue amusing, poetic, or moving?)

-   Explain themes did you see in the movie

-   Explain any symbols that reoccur in the movie

-   Describe the acting.  Did you believe that the actors were the characters?

-   Describe the sets, costumes, and make-up if these elements of the film’s design are significant.

-   Explain what you notice about the film’s cinematography.  Did the director employ a lot of 

     camera movements?  Close-ups? High or low angles? Distorted lenses? Special visual 

     effects?

-   Explain what you noticed about the film’s editing.  Were there quick cuts? Lengthy shots? 

     Fade-in/fade-outs? Dissolves? Special optical effects like wipes, irises, and freeze frames?

-   Explain what you noticed about the film’s sound effects and music.  What did they add to the 

     overall effect of the film?

Your Personal Response to the Film:

1. What was the first thing that you noticed about the movie?

2. When did you first start to like or dislike the film?  What contributed to your reaction?  Did your first impression last?

3. Did the movie remind you of anything else you have seen or read?

4. Why do you think the American Film Institute included this film in its list?

5. To whom would you recommend this film?  Why?  To whom would you not recommend it?
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	Sound Effects & Music
	Dialogue

	
	
	



	Themes & Symbols
	Costumes & Make-Up
	Cinematic (Camera Movements, Editing, Style)

	
	
	


Film Critique- Notes

Title of Film: 




Director:

Producer:




Main Actors:

Screenplay Writer:



Director of Photography:

Music: (Who wrote/played/sang the music?)

Technical People: (If you plan to mention any technical aspects of the film, you should find out the name of the people responsible for those aspects (such as the editor, costume designer, and so forth)
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	Sound Effects & Music
	Dialogue

	
	
	



	Themes & Symbols
	Costumes & Make-Up
	Cinematic (Camera Movements, Editing, Style)

	
	
	


Play or Film Critique Evaluation Sheet

Your Full Name _____________________________
Date _____________
Mod _______

	Element of Critique
	Possible Points
	Your Points

	Introduction- 

· The introduction has a hook & gives credit to contributors

· The introduction catches the reader’s attention
	15
	

	Summary-

· The critique includes a brief summary

· The writer gives enough information without “ruining” the story
	20
	

	Analysis-

· Setting, Sound Effects & Music, Music, Dialogue

· Characters, Acting

· Themes, Symbols, Costumes, Make-Up, Camera Movement, Editing

· The critique includes adequate analysis
	40
	

	Evaluation-

· The critique gives a clear opinion about the quality of the play or film

· The writer includes support for his/her opinion (EXAMPLES!)
	20
	

	Quality of Writing

· The critique is well-organized & writing flows smoothly

· The critique is free of mechanical errors (spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar)
	20
	

	Presentation

· Critique is word processed, double spaced, 12 point size type -preferably Times New Roman, in black ink)

· Title page states writer’s full name, mod, date, Critique of title of play or film, Mrs. Metz, Theatre Elective
	20
	

	Play Critique- Includes Outline and ticket stub (or copy)

Film Critique- Includes Outline
	15
	

	TOTAL POINTS
	150
	

	Late Point Deduction (-15 points each day)
	
	


INSTRUCTOR’S COMMENTS:

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Characters/Acting:


























Possible Points: 150 points for each Critique





Characters/Acting:








