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Should I use VIEW or BROWSE?
VIEW was added in ISPF Version 4, it is a cross between EDIT and BROWSE. VIEW lets you make changes to a dataset or member, but will not let you save any changes. You should use VIEW if you want to make temporary changes to a dataset, for example, if you want to temporarily change JCL to submit it.
 If you wish to look at a very large dataset or member , then you should use BROWSE. Why? well VIEW brings the whole of the dataset or member you are browsing into memory - browse will load parts of the dataset as and when needed. Loading the whole dataset or member can have an impact on the system's performance and it may cause your ISPF session to slow down..
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 How do I get rid of the underscore characters in entry fields in ISPF/PDF?
 Users switching to ISPF version 4 from an earlier version for the first time may find that entry fields are filled with underscore characters. This is quite easy to switch off. Move the cursor to the Action Bar at the top of the screen , next to, or on, the word 'Options' and press enter. Choose option 2, 'CUA Attributes'. Type over an occurrences of the word 'USCORE' in the rightmost Highlight column with the word 'NONE'. Press PF3 (END) to save the changes.
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 How do I get the command line prompt to appear at the top of panels?
Prior to Version 4 of ISPF, the command line prompt would always be at the top of ISPF panels, with Version 4 of ISPF the command line prompt appears at the bottom, by default (this is to conform to CUA standards). To change the default, go into option 0.0 Here you will see the line 'Command line at bottom' with a '/' in front of it. Overtype the '/' with a space. PF3 back to where you were and the command line prompt will begin to appear at the top.
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 Expanded Searching.
 ISPF Version 4 lets you search using multiple strings using 'and' 'or' and 'not'. For example: F abc or def
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 Changing colours in a member list (ISPF Version 4 or later)
 You can change the display colours for viewing a pds member list. If you have a list of pds members when using EDIT, BROWSE or VIEW type MLC to change the colour scheme. I f you have a list of pds members using DSLIST (usually option 3.4) then type LC to change the colour scheme.
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 Viewing datsets allocated to your TSO session (ISPF Version 4 or later)
 With Version 4 of ISPF you can view and change the datasets allocated to the session by typing the TSO command ISRDDN (Type 'TSO ISRDDN' from ISPF). This will display a panel listing the datasets allocated and lets you easily browse or edit them. Previously you could find this information using the TSO LISTA STATUS command, but you could not make changes easily .
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 Someone's using my dataset, who is it?
A quick way of finding who's using a dataset is to try to edit the dataset. When the message 'Data Sets matching xxx is in use' appears press PF1 (HELP). Another message appears similar to 'Dataset xxx is in use by another user, try later.....'. press PF1 again and a list of users and jobs using the dataset will appear. Some sites have a TSO command, such as WHOHAS which will display who is using a dataset.
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 I saw someone editing a program. The program had different bits highlighted in different colours. How can I do this?
 A new command was added in ISPF V4 which lets you Highlight key elements of a program. For example it will highlight COBOL keywords in one colour, and text in another. It can also be set to highlight matching IF/ELSE/ENDIF sets. It makes it easier to spot errors in your code. The highlight feature works for Assembler, C, COBOL, JCL PLI and REXX amongst others, but you have to switch the option on first. Type HI (or HILITE, or HIGHLIGHT) at the command line and press enter. A panel will appear letting you select the appropriate language (or AUTO to let ISPF determine the language) and whether you want highlighting on unmatched parenthesis and IF and DO logic matching. The settings you choose are usually stored in your dataset’s profile, so they are preserved for the next time you edit..

