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Latest from Stokerton…  

Welcome to the new Joys of Life Model Railway Club Newsletter which will be distributed 

quarterly with the latest news, information and general goings on at the Joys of Life Railway. 

We hope to keep you up to date on recent happenings, running days and working parties, as 

well as providing up and coming dates for your diaries.  

I must begin with an apology, it was promised with your membership that you would receive a 

quarterly newsletter and for the last year this has failed to happen for various reasons. I have 

now taken over all the responsibilities of producing the newsletter and hope that you are 

satisfied with the outcome. May I also point out that this is my first attempt at editing any sort 

of newsletter so hope you appreciate that I am on a learning curve and you will forgive any 

mistakes made.  

Can I also make a plea for help? It would be very much appreciated if you could supply me with 

articles, photographs and information about ongoing projects for inclusion in future editions of 

the newsletter. This will mean that you won’t have to just listen to me rambling on and 

hopefully there will be a variety of topics discussed, for instance I think Dave High is going to 

write an article about the signals at Stokerton for the next issue.  

A lot has changed on the railway since we held our first AGM last Easter, which I also believe 

was the date of the last major running day (yes it’s that long ago! Except of course for the 

February running day, a report of which is included on page 3). Our ‘Tuesday Engineering Gang’ 

members Bill and Pete have made vast improvements to the railway and more about this can 

be read in the report on page 5. A dramatic change has also been made at Stokerton recently, a 

large amount of the greenery has been removed from the engine shed roof and the wall behind 

because of the problems we were experiencing with water ingress in the shed. Hopefully this 

will reduce the problem but more costly work is likely 

to be needed in the future. 

You will also read the sad news of the death of Terry 

Robinson, he was the excellent model engineer who 

founded and constructed the railway, without him 

we wouldn’t have a railway to enjoy.  

Your editor on driver training duties at Highfield 

with Attila – W. High 

Anyone who wishes to contribute photos, an article, report or 

information to the newsletter, could you please contact the 

editor with an appropriate subject line to the e-mail address 

provided at the end of this newsletter. All contributions will be 

acknowledged. 

The Joys of Life Model Railway Club 
www.freewebs.com/joflrailway 
 

Newsletter              Spring 2011 

Paul Wood 

http://www.freewebs.com/joflrailway


  

- 2 - 

Faith Departs Stokerton with Terry Robinson at the controls – S. H. Milns 

Some Sad News… 

Terry Robinson Obituary – Dave Mills 

Will High asked me to write this obituary for the first issue of the new Joys of Life Model Railway Club newsletter. A sad message at the start of 

the revival of his visionary creation. It is ironic that it has happened now and he will never experience the immense pleasure and enthusiasm 

that these young men have developed while restoring the railway. Let's be grateful that all his efforts were not in vain.  

Terry Robinson  

It is with great sadness that I have 

to report to our members in this 

very first issue of the newsletter 

that Terry Robinson died on 29th 

April 2010 after suffering from 

the debilitating conditions of 

Dementia and Alzheimer’s while 

under care at a nursing home in 

Warwickshire.  

He leaves his widow Valerie and 

their children Helen and David. I 

was most fortunate to visit Val 

only a week before Terry died 

while she was visiting David and 

his wife Inma in Bangor. Val has 

been somewhat unwell herself and spoke of Terry’s deteriorating condition and recalled the good times 

at the Joys of Life and the many friends they made here over the years. 

The name of Terry Robinson has become synonymous with miniature railways in North Wales to many 

people. The Robinson family came to live at what became known as the Joys of Life Family Centre in the 

early 1980’s where they worked very hard to make it into a place of peace and pleasure for all to enjoy. 

During the development of the centre, they created a café and a small private museum of historic 

artefacts and of course the famous railway. This was initially a length of straight dual gauge portable 

track of 3.5” and 5” gauge in the yard next to the cafe. Terry had built over thirty mainly 3.5” gauge 

locos over many years, but decided to build 5” gauge for the new railway. It took many years of constant 

development to create the wonderful railway we all know today. Much of it was built from ‘odds and 

ends’ in a true creative (recycling) fashion. It was then known as the Penrhyn Garden Railway (PGR as is 

still visible of some old rolling stock).  The Ogwen Engineering Society was set up for friends and 

supporters, but this group left the Joys of Life to meet elsewhere and then lasted only a short time. Later 

Terry contacted his closest friends and invited them to form a new more focused group known as the 

Penrhyn Garden Railway Society (PGRS) which published the Stokerton Express magazine for the 

entertainment of members. This lasted for some years up until Terry’s health began to decline and he 

decided to disband the PGRS and soon after sold the property to Dr.’s Ieuan and Wendy Jones in 2000 

and moved to Llynclys near Oswestry. Terry and Val settled in happily at this lovely peaceful location and 

Terry built what he described as his best workshop where he restored an old 0-6-0 loco into a 

Wainwright C class.  
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Meg approaches quarry siding – P. Wood 

Uproar Castle crosses one of the bridges on the return 

loop – P. Wood 

As his health deteriorated he gave much of his equipment and locos away and finally sold his faithful old 

‘Sweet Pea’ workhorse Faith.  

Let us all be thankful for the wonderful railway he left at the JoL for others to enjoy and to think of Val, 

David and Helen at this difficult time.  

The one thing that is always foremost in the life of the Robinson family is their strong Christian faith that 

shines through in everything they do.  If you have ever wondered about the name of the place it’s simply 

this: 

“You have let me experience the Joys of Life and the exquisite pleasure of your eternal presence” Psalm 

16:11 

Will High adds: 

Although I never knew Terry, his little railway was one of those places I always got excited about visiting 

as a kid and I’m sure it shaped my interest in miniature railways, I would just like to add a Thank You for 

creating such a fantastic place. 

Running Day Report…  

February Running Day – Will High  

On February the 19th a running day was organised at the railway for the enjoyment of club supporters, 
although the event only saw one visiting loco it was well attended and much enjoyed by all. 

 
Once the rolling stock had been lifted onto the 
rails, the signals and signage erected and the 
customary track inspection carried out, the 
railway was declared fit to run and proceedings 
began. A large number of trains were operated 
throughout the day primarily hauled by Meg, 
Attila, Uproar Castle and a visiting battery electric 

bogie loco. Dave Mills was eventually persuaded to 
investigate the problems that have recently been 
experienced with his petrol loco Welsh Pony, 
following adjustment of the centrifugal clutch the 
loco made its first journey around the track for 
almost a year before the chain snapped and it 
returned to the healing shed. 
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The visiting battery electric bogie loco arrives at Moles Hill 

and surrenders the staff on one of the new signal giving 

the waiting down train permission to proceed – P. Wood 

Attila departing Stokerton light engine as the light fades 

with the new headlamp in use – P. Wood 

It is very pleasing to report that thanks to the 
hard work of Bill Winter and Pete Etchells the 
railway ran faultlessly, although sadly Pete 
could not be present to enjoy the fruits of his 

labour on account of a recent operation, we wish him well in his recovery. One unfortunate problem 
was the failure of the Bangor Road level crossing warning system which meant that trains had to stop 
and proceed due to the poor sight lines at this location, this peculiar setup has had numerous attempts 
made to fix it in the past so the ‘Tuesday Engineering Gang’ are now developing plans to replace it. 
Moles Hill looked particularly splendid with its staff operated starting signals constructed by Bill. 
Stokerton proved to be quite the operator’s dream, even though only the home signal is currently in 
action ‘working the box’ proved to be quite a challenge as there was rarely a couple of minutes in the 7 
hour running schedule where the station was without movement. 
 
I have recently installed a lamp casting with a lighting unit for use on my steam loco Attila so was keen 
to operate in to the dark to try it out, in the end this saw 4 bogie vehicles and 3 4w goods waggons 
hooked to my drawbar for a late night storm up Moles Hill bank, the loco threw sparks, the lamp lit the 
road ahead and I was quite satisfied. Following this we shunted the stock away with the steam loco, a 
practice we have not enjoyed in the past, having finally loaded the cars the remaining few of us set off 
for home at 8:00pm! 
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Left, Attila is prepared for the off in the dark by Will 

High and above, again Will is seen tinkering with the 

fire as the wagons are shunted to be put away in the 

dark – Both P. Wood 

 

 

 

 

 The Tuesday Engineering Gang Report …  

An Update on Progress – Bill Winter  

Pete Etchells and I did not get involved with the Joys of Life until 

all the hard graft of clearing was completed and work had been 

done to get trains running.   In the early days of playing trains 

there were sections of the track that were still troublesome and 

derailments were not uncommon.  After Pete had had a 

particularly bad day trying to keep his loco on the rails and 

having the ‘Michael’ extracted, mainly by me, he decided that it 

was time that ‘WE’ did our share of the work and try to improve 

things.  So started the Tuesday working parties, sometimes 

deferred to Thursdays when the weather refused to cooperate. I 

hate doing wet!  

The first job was to attend to the curve on the Moles Hill side of 

Bangor Road level crossing, no matter how much levelling, 

banking or twisting we tried almost every piece of stock insisted 

on going straight ahead when it came to the bend.  After most 

of an afternoon struggling we decided to fit a checkrail, three 

foot of checkrail afforded a complete cure.  The next job was 

Check rail in place just after the 

crossing – B. Winter 
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the first straight section of the balloon loop past Highfield.  An earlier working party had re-laid this 

section but a heavy running day shortly afterwards, and before the new ballast had compacted, caused 

it to turn into a roller coaster ride.  We were already aware that the original method of jointing the track 

sections was not really up to the job.  Many of the joints had been wedged and packed with old nails 

and some had opened up leaving half-inch expansion gaps.  The chipping ballast that we had been using 

was also proving problematic as it was about the same height as the rail and if it sat on top of a sleeper 

it caused a derailment.  After considerable discussion and debate, some might say procrastination, a 

plan was hatched.  We would reinforce the joints on the outside of the rail by clamping the sleepers 

between a piece of angle below the sleepers and flat bar on top and with bolts between the sleepers to 

clamp the joint.  This not only held the joint from dipping but also, by placing the bolts against the edge 

of the sleepers prevented excessive expansion of the joint.  Nyloc nuts have been used at one end so 

that the clamp can be left loose enough to allow expansion.  Part two of the plan was to use slate 

blinding to bind the ballast, the fines in the blinding wash into the chippings and the coarse material 

remains on the surface.  The slate is only thin and crushes easily so it does not cause derailments if it 

piles up on the sleepers.  One of us, while testing the bit of track we had done, continued round the loop 

and did a complete somersault down the embankment while ‘Natasha’ carried on back towards the 

tunnel!  We decide to continue round the loop, levelling, closing up the joints and clamping them. The 

top of the embankment from the loop towards the tunnel was 

quite seriously eroded and was built up with a slate edging to 

retain the ballast. Work continued to the tunnel bypassing it 

and Moles Hill for the time being and continuing onto 

Stokerton.   

The most recent work has been the flooding at Moles Hill.  

The cutting and Moles Hill station are on a bed of clay and 

ended up underwater as it was working as drain for all the 

land around after heavy rain.  Consideration was given to a 

number of solutions including wet suits, aqualungs and a ferry 

crossing but in the end drains were decided on as the best the 

solution.  A drain has been dug through the tunnel and a pipe 

and coarse gravel lay in a lining of ground fabric.  The drain 

empties into an open gully lined with slate alongside the 

track; discharging into the ditch we found when we cleared 

the growth under the bridge by quarry siding point.  Work at 

the crossing end of the cutting cleared a drain under the 

crossing and into the grid in the road, subsequently lined with 

a pipe for ease of clearing with drain rods in the future.  A 

ditch dug round the curve drained the lower section of 

cutting.  This initially worked well and we were ready to sort 

the track, then we had two or three days of very heavy rain.  

The drains kept the water below the top of the rail, a 

considerable improvement, but it was not moving water from 

the top end of the cutting.  A further open drain had to be dug 

towards the crossing; mysteriously about a third of the way 

down the water stopped running in the drain and 

disappeared.  It shortly reappeared in the lower drain and 

away down the grid, sorted.  

The open drainage ditches near quarry 

siding (above) and at Bangor Road L/C 

(below) – both P. Wood 
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The track at Moles Hill has been lifted a couple of inches so that there is space for the water to drain 

under the track. The point at the crossing end of the station has been repaired with parts from the 

redundant point that was in the far tunnel entrance, now removed.  The three sprung points have been 

fitted with adjustable springs in boxes.  Similar boxes have been fabricated and will be fitted at 

Stokerton in due course; as the point rodding is fine pulling 

put tends to buckle when pushing.  The springs should assist 

the rodding by pulling the blades back when the leaver is 

released.  Virtually all of the running track has now been 

rejoined and ballasted and completes our major effort on the 

track though some fine tuning will no doubt be required as 

things settle down.  The drains in the cutting still need to be 

lined with slate to prevent the ballast migrating and for ease 

of cleaning as the flow is soon seriously restricted when 

leaves build up in any of the open drains.   

Various small jobs have also been undertaken as a respite 

from the track or when materials have been in short supply. 

The loading ramp from the car park has been realigned on 

new slate pillars built by Ieuan, a point fabricated and 

installed into the station track work and a ramp fitted at the 

bottom end for loading.  

 

The new spring boxes showing the 

construction and then in place at 

Highfield – B. Winter 

The new loading ramp complete with a plate to bridge the gap between the back of vehicles so as little lifting as 

possible is required, also shown is the quarry style point which connects in to the rest of the railway – B. Winter 
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New starting signals have been manufactured and 

installed at Moles Hill, the arms of which clear when 

the train staff is dropped on to a hanger located 

lower down the post.  For the benefit of those of us 

who are less agile than the youngsters in the team 

the hanger is at a comfortable elbow height! A 

section of the old plastic fencing from Stokerton, 

which requires painting, has been erected on the 

wall at Highfield. New hooks and staples have been 

fitted to the tunnel doors to hold them open. These 

doors still need painting. I hate painting!  The three 

bridges have been painted but they need washing 

off after the winter and the paint touching up. 

Remember I hate painting!  A new slate footbridge 

for the path has been erected over the rediscovered 

trench by the quarry point, and some horticultural 

and environmental work carried out (should stand 

us in good stead if we start applying for grants!).   

The senior team’s future plans include sorting out 

the signalling for the road crossing (especially 

important now the original system has failed – Ed). 

Some work has already been done but a financial 

input is now required.  As the Club has very little in 

the way of funds we have had a conversation with 

Ieuan and he has indicated that he will pay for the 

items needed.  We also want to put a waterproof 

membrane over the tunnel as the ingress of water is 

damaging the roof structure.  There has been talk of 

installing additional sidings in the quarry to form a 

shunting puzzle but this is still in the design and 

planning stages. 

Pete is currently recovering from a minor operation 

and I am due to have one any time soon, so the 

Tuesday working parties on site are suspended until 

further notice, though we will no doubt be doing a 

bit of fettling in our respective sheds, wives 

permitting.

This area has changed somewhat over the last 6 

months, a small trench has now been dug for 

drainage and a new pedestrian bridge to the foot 

crossing installed – B. Winter 

The new signals at Moles Hill in use while Attila 

waiting from the up train from Stokerton – P. Wood 
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Running Day Report …..  

Pictorial from last year’s Easter Running Day  

 

 

 

Above: A token exchange in motion  

Right: The excellent crossing sign being utilised by the passing 
electric loco 

Below: Two similar views showing (left) Attila approaching 
Highfield station, and Natasha on the balloon loop approaching 

the first of the two bridges across the stream  

All Photos O. Bennett 
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Dates for the Diary…  

Running Days  

Several running days are held at the railway throughout the year, those which dates are all 
ready confirmed for can be found below. 

April 16th 2011 – AGM Running Day 

July 9th/10th 2011 - Main Open Day 

December 17th 2011 – Christmas Running Day  

All these dates are weather permitting, so that contact can be made should 
circumstances change and so that visitor numbers can be gauged please contact William High 
on williamchigh@gmail.com to express an interest in attending. 

Further more informal meetings are likely to be organised on alternative dates, these will be 
sent to members in the form of an e-mail. 

Working Parties  

A lot of time consuming work has been carried out by a small band of volunteers to return the 
Joys of Life Railway to life, this has been carried out to the same high standard that was set 
when the railway was built, however there is a never ending list of tasks which need carrying 
out to improve and keep the railway in good condition, the larger the volunteer base we create 
the better the railway will become. 

The bulk of this work is carried out by two dedicated local volunteers who work at the 
Railway most Tuesdays; they welcome other interested parties to join them in their search for 
the perfect 5in gauge railway. It is requested that contact be made with Bill Winter prior to 
attending one of these days as they are not there every Tuesday, just most of them, his e-mail 
address is wfw.winterhome(at)btinternet.com. 

Occasional alternative working parties are held on random weekends throughout the year, for 
details of these please contact William High at williamchigh@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

mailto:williamchigh@gmail.com
mailto:williamchigh@gmail.com
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General Information… 

JOLMRC Contacts 

Chairman  Wendy Jones  

Secretary William High   

Treasurer / Membership Secretary Stephen Alexander   

Committee Members Bill Winter   

Ellis Morey  

John Austin  

Peter Etchells  

Newsletter Editor Paul Wood   

 

Please could all emails be addressed with a suitable subject line so they are not accidentally 

detected as junk mail. 

Any requests for postal addresses or phone numbers should make contact by telephone with 

William High. 

 

Parting Shot 

This new view of Highfield loop has appeared thanks to the clearance of foliage that had previously surrounded 

the area. Here Attila is seen with a short goods train on a sunny day – W. High 


