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Comments

1) Take some time interpreting the question requirements. Which requirement should be
addressed first? Always address R1 ASAP and not at the end of the paragraph or only
in the conclusion. Worse, some who intended to address R1 at the end of their answer,
eventually didn't because they ran out of time.

2) Do not merely give several quotations, or summarise what the writers said all at one go,
in the first paragraph, without engagement of question requirements. Address R1 asap!

3) For subsequent paragraphs, quote a relevant phrase and then develop the idea using
YOUR OWN general knowledge and examples to answer the question/ make an

argument. Do not just quote large chunks and then give your response in one simplistic
sentence.

4) Bring in quotations/ ideas from the passages and not just compose your own views.
Those who wrote well, especially, are guilty of rambling in a generalised fashion about
what they thought of sports and politics without making references to issues from either
passage, and without providing relevant real world examples.

5) Pick out an issue to respond to, and not an example (“ping pong diplomacy”,
massacre of the lsraeli athletes at the Munich Olympics...). No point quoting an
example from text unless there is something new to be gaid! Unless you can provide
more information (beyond the passages) about these examples to support your argument,
it is best to use YOUR OWN examples. Avoid using the same example as evidence
for different issues raised. Avoid hypothetical scenarios and examples. Do not
blatantly bluff your way through, such as stating the Palestinians killed the Israeli
athletes because they were "sore losers; or implying that Michael Phelps took drugs to
win his 8 medals (it's recreational marijuana which he abused & not during the Beijing
Olympics); or that Marion Jones took performance enhancing drugs due to political
motivation (perhaps, but | am sure that it was primarily motivated by personal ambition
and economic considerations, such as sponsorship and endorsement deals).
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Evaluation of issues was particularly weak. Each issue raised in every paragraph must
be evaluated. Do not take everything the writers say at face value as a given truth e.g.
assuming that all athletes who take drugs do it for political reasons or that monetary
incentives given by the government is undesirable as it will corrupt sportsmen, diluting
their passion and the quality of their game.

7) Students must link their paragraphs and development to the point they want to make
and to the overall argument. Don't just respond to the issues in isolation,
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Have the overall argument in sight throughout. Some students contradicted their stand
stated in their R1, halfway through their AQ as they attempted to provide “a balanced
perspective.” Time could have been better spent at the start crafting a thesis statement
that provided this balanced perspective from the beginning, with apt use of qualifiers, in
R1, so as not to contradict your overall argument/ stand later.
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Issues from Passage A: politics as an integral part of the Games

1. ‘carries 'great political significance and weight' (1.18)

2, ‘served as a focus for national rivalries and ideological rivalries’ (1.24)
3. 'stories of prisoners playing captors... colonial people challenging colonial masters (1.26-
28)

4, 'use sports as a weapon of their foreign policy or as a means to extend an olive branch’
(.31-32) 3 7 i

5. '...re-establishing political contact’ (1.33-34)

6. 'to strike a blow against-apartheid’ (1.35) ... political slogan “sport without politics” (1.37)
7. 'victory... can influence the development of national consciousness' (1.38-39)

8. ‘state-sanctioned use of drugs' (1.53-54)

9. ‘television has made the Olympic stage more inviting for protest demonstrations’ (1.60-
61)

10, ‘clash between the ideals of their many supporters and the practices of their many
participants' (1.66 -67)

Issues from passage B: the Games should be separated from political considerations

1. 'should be contests between individuals... but not competitions between countries’ (1.2-
3)

2. BUT the Games have degenerated into ‘medal counts, country rankings and even the
declaration of winners of the Games' (1.5-6)

3. difficulty in choosing the host (para3)

4. boycott (parad)... 'do nothing more than eviscerate their own citizens, to no useful
purpose... political failure, and the governments who order them inept' (1.31-33)

5. ‘abusing the Games as a political platform’ (1.34)

7. ‘naive to think that terror will disappear from our world... unrealistic to think that the
Qlympic platform will not be irresistible to shady groups’ (1.42-44)

R1: “What do you think of the involvement of politics in sports?”

Students must raise points from both passages. (R2a & R2b)

is reflected in the 2 possible perspectives below:

1) Ideally, sports should be separated from politics but the fact remains that today, it
is inevitable for sports and politics to mix, a fact acknowledged by both Senn and
Pound. However, while there is evidence and potential for abuse here, this
development is not necessarily always a negative one.

2) The reality is that politics are an integral part of sports today. While this is not
always a negative development, one must be wary of the potential for abuse of

sports and sporting events by countries and political organisations, an issue raised
by both Senn and Pound. S

They can choose either view but it would be more sensible to choose a balanced view that |

|

Key:
Ex : explanation; Ev: evaluation; S Eg: Specific example; G Eg: Generic example
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A Possible Approach
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What do you think of the involvement of politics in sports?” (R1)

Ideally, sports should be separated from politics (ev) but the fact remains that today, with
the increasing significance of international competitions and sportsmen seen as
representatives of their nations (ex), it is inevitable for politics to be an integral part of sports
(ev), a fact acknowledged by both Senn and Pound. As nations sponsor their sportsmen and
appoint them as the nations’ ambassadors, it is only right that they expect any glory that the
individual achieves to be the nation's glory as well (ex). Conversely, any athlete tainted by
cheating or doping scandals will also tarnish their country’s reputation (ev). However, while
there is evidence and potential for abuse, the involvement of politics in sports is not
necessarily always a negative one. (ev)

Explain your choice by referring to some issues raised by both authors (R2a & R2b).
You should also support your view with examples drawn from your own experiences
and observations.

The bqst argumer)t (ev) for the separation of politics and sports is when sports are
‘abused... as a political platform” (Passage B, 1.35). [R2b] When politics are allowed into the
Games and groups with agendas use it as a platform to air their interests, it undermines the

ideals of sports such as sporting excellence, sportsmanship, friendship as well as respect for
the sport and other sportsmen. (ex)

| Sportsmen should not have to pay the price for political agendas (ev/ ex), be it in the form of

boycotts of the Olympics Games (Passage B, para 4; Passage A, 1.34-35) [R2b], or by
banning sports teams such as the Yugoslavia soccer team being deprived of the opportunity
to participate in the Euro 82 and World Cup 94 (S Eg) to show world disapproval of the
ethnic cleansing done by their government back then (ex). It is unfair to rob individual
athletes of the opportunity to display their skills on the world stage (ev/ ex), after they have
trained so hard (ex) because of political motivations. Similarly, sportsmen should not have to
put their lives on the line for the political agenda of others (ev/ex). In an eerie echo (ev) of
the massacre of the 11 Israeli athletes during the Munich Olympics (Passage B, 1.35 — 37)
[R2b] because of the spillover effect of the Middle East Arab-Israeli conflict (ex), the
attempted assassination of the Sri Lankan cricket team in Pakistan recently, in an attempt by
terrorists to discredit the Pakistani government (S Eg, ex), should never be condoned (ev).
As Pound suggested, it is necessary that host countries take the best precaution to ensure
the safety of all athletes (Passage B, 1.45-47) (R2a]. However, while security measures may

be in place, it is very difficult for the host nation to guarantee that nothing untoward happens,
particularly in a world that is so volatile today (ev).

Furthermore, using the media as a “weapon”, “inviting protest demonstrations” (Passage A,
1.61 -62) [R2a] is undesirable (ev). For example, the Beijing Olympics was touted as the
Genocide Olympics (S Eg) as an attempt to shame China for her support of the government
in Sudan, who was responsible for the ethnic cleansing of 200,000 to 500,000 people in
Darfur (ex). The Free Tibet Movement also used this opportunity to highlight China's poor
human rights record in Tibet (ex). While, these did put some pressure on the Chinese

government to vote for a UN resolution to condemn the Sudanase government for abuses in
Darfur, and hold talks with Tibetan leaders (ex/ ev), | feel these are issues that are best
raised outside the sporting arena (ev). Furthermore, the attempts to extinguish the Olympics
flame in various cities like London and San Francisco (S Eg), not only go against the spirit of
the Olympics but have the potential to cause chaos and injuries (ev/ ex).

Having said that, the reality is that it is indeed difficult, if not impossible, to separate politics
and sports (ev) [R1], especially when national pride is at stake (ex). During the Cold War,
the Olympics became an intense platform for “ideological rivalries” (Passage A, 1.26) [R2a]
as the democratic United States of America (USA) and the communist Soviet Union used the
Olympics as a platform to show their superiority (S Eg/ ex) through their “medal counts and
country rankings”. (Passage B, 1.5) [R2b] Even today, ideological rivalry is still evident as
China, especially, showed her might by topping the medal ranking in the 2008 Beijing
Olympics ahead of the democratic Western democratic nations, thereby declaring to the
world her development as an economic power and a modern, advanced country (S Eg/ ex).
More recently, in a bid to show political muscle, the 100-strong Chinese delegation boycotted
the opening ceremony of the World Games in Taiwan this year, to show China’s displeasure
towards Taiwanese President Ma Ying-jeou giving the opening address, in perceived
defiance to China's claim of sovereignty over Taiwan. This definitely underscored the limits
of the historic breakthrough in relations between Taipei and Beijing and ruffled feathers in
democratic Taiwan. Many Taiwanese also see the nation hosting the World Games as a
golden opportunity to stretch the limits of the island's international isolation — as it is absent
from bodies like the United Nations, and is recognized by only 23 countries. (S Eg, ex).

Nevertheless, sports can also bring a nation or nations together on a common platform, |
putting aside their political baggage and tension, albeit temporarily (ev), such as when Japan
and South Korea co-hosted the 2002 World Cup (S Eg). In another example, the two
factions involved in the Nigerian Civil War actually agreed to a 48-hour ceasefire so that they
could watch Pele play an exhibition match in Lagos, Nigeria in 1967 (S Eg). As in the case of
Pele, sports can produce icons, which can serve as political ambassadors, to improve
relationships and ease tension within and between nations. In yet another example, Yao
Ming, playing in the USA' premier basketball league, the NBA, also helped further the
understanding between the Chinese and the Americans tremendously (S Eg).

As seen from the above, politics and sports are indeed intertwined [R1]. As Senn stated, the
Olympics is a platform where large states like the USA, China and Russia (S Eg)
“demonstrate their power” (Passage A, 1.9) [R2a]. It is also an opportunity for small states to
“win recognition for special achievements,” (Passage A, 1.9) [R2a] and “enhance their
national image” (Passage A, 1.40) [R2a]. This is evident when Usain Bolt brought glory to
Jamaica (S Eg) and when the world continues to live in awe of the Kenyan runners, who are
renowned for excellence in long-distance events despite their modest budget for sports (S
Eg). Similarly, when Anthony Nesty won the gold in the Men's 100m Butterfly during the
1988 Seoul Olympics, the world was alerted to the existence of a small island nation,
Suriname (S Eg). South Korea also won world admiration for reaching the semi-finals during
the 2002 World Cup (S Eg).

A further indicator of the inseparable union of sports and politics [R1], is how certain sports







