“When the cat is away, the mouse will play.” Do you think strict supervision is the best way to ensure obedience?

P1) As mentioned in the question, “When the cat is away, the mouse will play.” This underscores the need for the cat to be there to ensure that the mouse does not come out to create havoc. While this is arguably a good way to control the mouse, it is hardly the best way since strict supervision is not without its shortcomings. Surely there could be other better measures that could be adopted to achieve the same outcome. Hence, I feel to a large extent that strict supervision is not the best way to ensure obedience. 

P2) Some critics have maintained that strict supervision is the best way as it applies pressure on people to behave. (e.g. hardcore criminals, hyperactive children)
P3) There is also the contention by critics that supervision is required for those who are not mentally competent.
P4) However, while there are merits in the views of these critics, I also feel that strict supervision may not be the best way. Indeed, the critics are not entirely wrong in arguing that the resultant pressure applied may coerce the party concerned into exhibiting the desired behaviour, but the effect may not be long term. This is because…….(use same example as mentioned in P2 for effective rebuttal)
P5) Furthermore, strict supervision may also trigger off the opposite effect, resulting in rebellious behaviour.
P6) Besides, apart from strict supervision, there could be other more effective ways to elicit obedience, such as imposing stiff penalties.
P7) Education can also be an effective way to ensure obedience.

P8) In conclusion, I feel to a large extent that strict supervision is not the best way to ensure obedience. While it is admittedly a good option to consider in some cases, it is questionable whether it is applicable to all cases, especially when the claim here is that it is the ‘best’ way. Depending on the nature of the situation concerned, it may actually call for other measures which could be as effective, if not, better than strict supervision. Wouldn’t it be infinitely better if the resultant scenario achieved is “when the cat is away, the mouse still dare not come out to play”?
