David Lloyd argues that scientific advancements and a hedonistic lifestyle have eroded our morals and values. How far do you think this is true of the world today?
Scientific Advancements:
[1]In the passage, Lloyd claims that we have ‘invented human sacrifice’ in the name of science (line 20). [2]He is referring to how foetuses are aborted when technology made possible by scientific advancements reveals them to be not of the ‘right’ sex, or saddled with disability. [3]I feel that Lloyd may be misguided in this respect. [4]Out of practical necessity, agrarian societies like those of China and India have long since favoured strong, healthy males, This has resulted in the high infanticide rate of physically disabled and female babies. This could also be due to a cultural preference since sons are needed to carry on the family line for the Chinese, and light the funeral pyres for the Indians. Thus, it would be erroneous to claim that scientific advancements have ‘invented’ human sacrifice, especially since these infanticides have been taking place way before technology reaches the stage it is today. Tradition is thus the real culprit here, not scientific advancements.  At best, scientific advancements only help to catalyse and exacerbate the ‘human sacrifice’.
In the passage, Lloyd argues that traditional voices of religious and national leaders have ‘fallen virtually silent’, even ‘ignored or ridiculed’ (line 40).

NOT TRUE as:
- interest groups lobbying, e.g stem-cell research, anti-abortion
- ex-President George W Bush (‘national leader’) strong advocate against stem-cell research and human cloning, block federal funds for such research
-terrorists operating ‘under God’s orders’ shows that religious influence is not dead, certainly not ‘silent’

In the passage, Lloyd maintains that science is ‘pushing the development of our systems of value’ (line 54). In other words, Science is shaping our values, influencing what we consider as right or good.

NOT TRUE as:

-there are laws that restrict or ban influence of science, esp those pertaining to human cloning

-Ethics Committee in Singapore that scrutinizes Life Sciences projects before approve funding   

-our basic conscience still plays a part?
-religion still a potent force, esp Buddhism, Islam and Christianity

-Catholicism against contraceptives, abortion

-Islam-linked terrorists is evidence of pulling power of religion, even if irrational….

Hedonistic Lifestyle:
In the passage, Lloyd argues that capitalism justifies itself not by work, but by ‘the status badges of material possessions and by the promotion of pleasure’(line 75).
TRUE as:

-relentless pursuit of the 5Cs, reflection of status, ‘having arrived’

-emphasis on holiday and free time to indulge in pleasure

-disinclination towards work. emphasis on quality of life, work-life balance, shorter working hours, flexi-working hours, 5-day work week, desire early retirement

-work seen as a means to obtain 5Cs rather than an end in itself

-pleasure industry like spa, food and shopping

-media ads on lifestyle products and programmes

In the passage, Lloyd comments that consumption ‘fosters the attitude of carpe diem, prodigality and display, and the compulsive search for play’ (line 83).

TRUE as:

-‘prodigal’ means careless, wasteful spending, immoral pleasure

-5Cs as ostentatious symbols

-credit card debts by young, debt-rolling

-current economic tsunamis/recession due to excessive spending via credit beyond one’s means (sub-prime crisis) 

-credit-spending implies think only of today, cos debts defer to tomorrow, i.e. carpe diem

-spending culture, fostered by media ads

-worship Mammon, shopping as new religion (national pastime of Singaporeans)

‘We now belong to, or are committed to, nothing besides ourselves’ (line 102).

TRUE as:

-weak family ties

-lack of patriotism, migrate, brain drain, do not care about country’s fate

-job-hopping, indifferent to impact on companies

-ungracious behavior of Singaporeans

Family ties are a ‘relationship of convenience, to be discontinued if it doesn’t suit’ (line 104).

TRUE as:

-increasing cases of family being abandoned

-family suits in court

-Parents’ Maintenance Act in Singapore is evidence of weak family ties

-slew of family campaigns in Singapore evidence of govt’s anxiety on this?
