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paper 2 suggested answers (adapted)
Questions on Passage A
1.

From paragraph 1

“I hardly dare to mention this …” (l.1). What does the writer fear to mention? Use your own words as far as possible. [1]
	from the passage
	re-phrase

	· in some of the poorest parts of the world, most people, most of the time, appear to be happier than we are (l. 4–5)
	· people in less developed/ third-world/ poor countries seem to be more contented/ joyful/ cheerful than those in rich nations
OR
· the poorer a person is, the more contented/ joyful/ cheerful he seems to be [1]




Comments

· Most students were able to manage this question. However, a number lifted the keyword ‘happier’.

· Students are reminded to pay attention to the wording of the question, which asks for ‘what’ the writer fears to mention, not ‘why’ he fears to mention it.
· Lack of accuracy in paraphrasing – ‘euphoric’, ‘ecstatic’, ‘delighted’ are inappropriate interpretations of ‘happier’.
2.

From paragraph 3

a.
From the examples of “public archives, town squares and village greens, playing fields, beaches” (l.24–25), what can you infer about the writer’s attitude towards the rich and why does he hold this view? [2]
	from the passage
	re-phrase

	· public archives, town squares and village greens, playing fields, beaches (l.24–25)


	· The writer is critical/ disapproving of/ against/ has a negative attitude towards the rich [1]

· who acquire/ take over/ buy/ purchase what used to be accessible to everyone [1]




Comments

· Rather poor understanding of what ‘attitude’ entails.

· ‘Attitude’ is different from the writer’s tone, ie. attitude cannot be ‘sarcastic’

· ‘Attitude’ is also not what the writer thought of the rich, ie. answer cannot be that the writer thought the rich were greedy.

· Students must learn to generalize from the examples given rather than painstakingly re-phrasing each example.
b.
Why does the writer use the word “even” before the last two examples of “clouds and landing spaces on the moon” (l.25)? [2]
	from the passage
	re-phrase

	· even clouds and landing spaces on the moon (l.25–26)


	He uses “even”

· to emphasize/highlight/ bring attention to [½]

· the point that the rich are ridiculous/ absurd/ over-reaching themselves [1] 

(** Note: silly/ funny/ weird – ½)
· in staking their claims on/ trying to own an unattainable/ nebulous/ abstract piece/ part of nature/ something impossible [½]



Comments

· Students lost marks for not pointing out the effect of emphasis that ‘even’ has.
· Many were able to point out the ridiculous or absurd characteristics of the rich.

· Note that the last two examples are not to be taken literally.

· Do not add your own inferences outside the passage, eg ‘The rich can now go on adventures to the moon’

· Note that it is just ‘emphasize’, not ‘emphasize on’ or ‘emphasis’ (which is a noun)
3.

From paragraph 4

Explain any two consequences that take place when “the rich lock themselves in and lock everyone else out” (l.28). Use your own words as far as possible. [2]
	from the passage
	re-phrase

	· So many fences rise to exclude us that after a while we are no longer shut out but shut in (l.28–30)
· if we try to cross those barriers we pay dearly, for the increasing freedom of capital has been accompanied by unprecedented rates of imprisonment (l.29–31) 
· For both the secluded and the excluded, the fruits of economic growth become a substitute for human interaction: we prefer watching TV than talking to our neighbours (l.31–34)
	· In trying to keep the less well-off out of their lives, the rich have caused the former to be isolated from the rest of society/ have restricted the former’s freedom. [1]
· Those who attempt to have a share of what the rich have/ enter the world of the rich will be further isolated in their pursuit of wealth [1] 

OR
· will be jailed/fined for breaching laws/ regulations that award special rights/privileges to the wealthy. [1]
· Material wealth/ possessions have replaced/ become more important than/ have been gained at the expense/ cost of relationships. [1]



Comments

· Some confusion with regards to the party being isolated, ie. many students wrongly thought that the rich were isolating themselves.
· Weak interpretation of figurative use of language/examples – some thought that the rich only wanted to watch TV and refused to communicate with anyone (??!!) while others thought that ‘fences’ and ‘barriers’ referred to limited access to or trespassing physical properties of the rich.

4.

From paragraph 8

Explain what the writer means by “Unless we are brave enough to confront the notion that growth is good, the world will shop until it drops” (l.61–63). Use your own words as far as possible. [2]

	from the passage
	re-phrase

	· Unless we are brave enough to confront the notion that growth is good, the world will shop until it drops (l.61–63)


	· If we do not re-examine the belief that economic development/ wealth is beneficial OR face up to/ acknowledge the fact/ reality that wealth is not good/ may be detrimental/ harmful/ wealth does not bring happiness, [1]
· we will continue to indulge in materialism/ consumerism until we damage/ destroy ourselves/ the world is brought to its knees. [1]




Comments

· Lifting of ‘growth is good’.
· Little attempt to explain ‘confront’, ‘growth is good’ and ‘shop until it drops’, especially for weaker candidates.
· Common misinterpretation of ‘shop till it drops’ as the widening income gap (??!!)

· Several students added information not found in the context of the sentence, eg. ‘the world will exploit its natural resources until they are exhausted/ natural disasters occur’.
Questions on Passage B
5.

From paragraph 2

“They have even debunked the cherished myth … that poverty is morally superior to wealth” (l.9–11).
a.

Identify the phrase which shows that the writer is critical of this myth. [1]


condescending claptrap (l.13–14)
Comments

· Answers that gave the entire sentence were not awarded marks – note that the question asks for a phrase.
b.
Give any three reasons why the writer says that this is a myth. Use your own words as far as possible. [3]
	from the passage
	
	re-phrase

	· kept millions trapped in grinding poverty (l.14)
· they'd like to stop starving and freezing right there and then, thank you (l.15)
· They saw their economic difficulties as more oppressive and corrosive than any fat-cat boss (l.15–17)

· They recognised that hunger and being unable to clothe your freezing children, far from promoting goodness, gnaws the body and soul with temptations to break the law, bully someone more vulnerable and prejudice the course of justice (l.17–20)

	a

b

c

d
	This is a myth because it

· has resulted in too many people being mired in/ enslaved by poverty/ done nothing to alleviate the plight of the poor/ has not freed people from poverty [1]

· does not take away the physical suffering caused by poverty/ does not fulfil one’s physical needs despite the spiritual fulfillment that it promises [1]

(** Note: despite the so-called/ alleged/ supposed/ purported [bonus ½] spiritual fulfillment that it promises)

· The poor regard their state of poverty as harsh [½] and destructive [½]

(** Note: repressive, ie. internal – no marks)

· and it entices/ induces one to go against the law/ it drives up crime rates [1]




Comments

· Weaker candidates stumbled due to the writer’s style/ tone, especially in line 15.
· Key points were not picked up/ were misinterpreted, eg. comparison of poverty/ difficulties faced by a rich superior for point C 

· Giving details are that too specific and missing the main idea as a result, eg. ‘Poverty makes people steal, kill and kidnap’ for point D.

· Note that ‘sin’ is not an accurate rephrase of ‘break the law’.
6.

From paragraph 3
In what ways can money “hold out temptation” (l.21)? Use your own words as far as possible. [2]
	from the passage
	re-phrase

	· it can cocoon you from the plight of others (l.21–22)
· the instant satisfaction of possessions can inspire a greed for more and more (l.22–23)

	Money can

· blind us to/ insulate us from/ make us unfeeling towards/ indifferent to/ immune to the dire situation faced by the poor/ the suffering of the poor [1]
· encourage a never-ending desire for more wealth/ result in constant discontentment/ unhappiness with what we have [1]




Comments

· Inaccurate understanding of ‘cocoon’ to mean prevent/ shield one from experiencing the situation faced by the poor.

· Lifting of ‘more and more’.

· Too literal interpretation of lines 22–23, eg. the immediate gratification of having something can stimulate a desire for more things

· Some confusion regarding location of the answer – A number of students went on to the second half of paragraph 3 and described the benefits of wealth.

7.
What are the benefits that wealth can bring to society? Using material from paragraphs 3–6, summarise your answer in no more than 130 words. Use your own words as far as possible. [8]
	from the passage
	
	re-phrase

	· Those who want to accumulate wealth have to deploy their talents, channel their energies and unfurl their imagination – thereby setting new frontiers in every field. (l.24–26)
· Economic competitiveness, almost as much as ambition, has men and women sweating over the design for a more powerful and cheaper car, or the script for a more entertaining television series (l.26–29)
· Rich money may not always trickle down to the rest of us, as politicians like to promise, but we can borrow it. Even in the wake of the IT debacle that turned investors into debtors almost overnight, there are banks that boast the savings of the rich, which they will recycle as loans to enterprises that invest in more equipment, more space - and more jobs for the rest of us. (l.30–34)
· The purchasing power of the prosperous translates into more, and more affordable, choice for all of us. From the 20-pence kiwi fruit to the £5 Hong Kong knock-off of a Gucci key chain, the poor of today have more access to more material goods. (l.35–38)
· there are plenty of rich with a social conscience - from the lawyer who takes on pro bono cases to the philanthropists who build schools and fund art grants, to the Sloane who organises a charity ball. (l.41–43)
· Collectively, these individuals can look above the grinding concern of where their next meal will come from to the soaring ideals that are the trademarks of progress – social justice, equal rights. (l.44–46) 
[** Note: examples, so no need to re-phrase]
· when they do they have the leisure with which to champion these ideas in public and private debates (l.48–49)
· so that they become everyday currency – even, sometimes, laws – rather than academic theory. (l.49–50)
· Affluence, too, is the best weapon against liberalism's old enemies – parochialism and its prejudices. (l.51–52) [** Note: definition, not examples, so answer should re-phrase]
· Money facilitates cultural grazing, from art gallery to foreign countries. Such exposure to other ways of seeing and being … (l.52–54)
· can impart a tolerance that accommodates the immigrant as a welcome extra pair of hands, the asylum seeker as a human rights cause, the gay world as an alternative lifestyle. (l.54–56)

	a1
a2

b

c

d

e

f

g1
G2
h

i1
I2
	· In order to attain greater wealth, people put in much effort/ unleash their creativity/ make full use of their ability/ maximize their capability [1]

· and this gives rise to/ results in cutting-edge innovations/ pioneering developments/ unprecedented developments in many domains/spheres [1] 
· Economic rivalry will bring about improvements in products and services/ tangible and intangible dividends. [1] 
(** Note: good/ beneficial – no marks)

· Wealth deposited by the rich in banks becomes capital for economic growth/ progress/ boosts the economy/ generates more employment opportunities. [1] 
(** Note: indirectly benefit from the wealth generated by the rich – no marks)

· As the rich demand more goods and services/ the consumption levels of the rich rise, prices will come down and there is more variety for everyone. [1] 
· Many of the rich contribute towards social causes/ betterment of the community/ society/ help the less fortunate. [1]
· Since they do not have to bother about basic necessities, the rich are able to consider/ give attention to noble goals/ issues/ values that are the hallmarks/ stamps of civilization/ social development/ advancement. [1]
(** Note: think about – no marks)

· As a result, they can promote/ advocate/ fight for/ raise the profile of these issues [1]
· so that they are understood by/ made accessible to the masses/ become something that changes/ has an impact on people’s lives/ is part of public consciousness/ so that they are translated into meaningful action [1]
· Wealth is also an antidote to/ helps to combat narrow-mindedness/ biasness/ bigotry/ discrimination/ intolerance OR
Wealth defends/ supports freedom/ individual rights [1] 

· It also allows one to experience/ have a taste of/ have contact with/ be acquainted with other ways of life, [1]
· leading to a broadening of one’s perspectives/ greater acceptance of differences. [1] 
** Any 8 out of 12 points



Comments

· Not much lifting, which was encouraging, but many candidates stumbled due to inaccuracy and over-generalisation/simplification of answers.
· Pay attention to keyword ‘benefits’, which means that the negative effects of wealth should not feature in the answer. It also means that each point must be phrased so as to bring out the benefits clearly.
· Inability to generalise accurately based on examples given, especially for E, I1 and I2, where weaker candidates were bogged down by attempts to rephrase every detail.

· Tendency to capture only part of the answer, eg. ‘banks lend money to businesses’ for C, ie. the link between the money deposited by the rich and economic investment not shown.

· Vague answers where the focus was not clear, eg. Some collapsed B and D, while others collapsed A2 and B.
· Misinterpretation of I1 as exposure to the arts/ other culture and hence promoting appreciation of the arts and understanding between different cultures.
· Lifting – ‘tolerance’, ‘tolerate’, ‘exposure’.
Questions on Passages A and B
8.
Give the meaning of the following words as they are used in Passages A and B. [5]
	VOCAB
	1
	½ 
	0

	picturesque (adj) (Passage A, l. 2)
	idyllic, idealised, idealistic, quaint

	
	scenic, artistic, beautiful, ideal, attractive

	
	(** Note: ‘idealised’ – to make something more perfect than it really is, so ‘ideal’ is not accepted)

	profound (adj) (Passage A, l. 17)
	intense
	deep, extreme, great, immense
	complex, incisive 

	incognito (adv) (Passage B, l. 7)


	without being recognized, hiding/ concealing identity, anonymously, disguised
	secretly
	unknown

	peddled (verb) (Passage B, l. 10)
	promoted, spread, advocated, dispensed
	preached
	marketed, solicited, sold, distributed

	gnaw (verb) (Passage B, l. 18)
	wear down, trouble, torment, erode
	
	chew, bite


Comments

· Some candidates still persisted in providing more than one answer.
· Very poorly done for a number of candidates.

· Weak understanding of the context in which some of the words were used and as a result, answers were too literal.

9.
Monbiot believes that ‘there appears to be some evidence that wealth causes misery’ (l. 13–14) while Odone says that ‘the rich make our society infinitely better’ (l. 23). 
What is your view? Justify your answer by examining any two issues, one from each writer. Support your discussion with specific examples from your own experiences and observations. [7]

Comments

· Poor time management and as a result, many answers were incomplete.
· Failure to understand what is meant by ‘examining any two issues’ – many students thought that the opening statement provided them with the two issues. How can the AQ be so simple?! Use some common sense! The opening statement contains the writers’ views. You pick out the issues that they raise to support their views.
· A number of students could not identify the issues correctly and instead cited examples from the passage as issues. Make sure you distinguish between issues and examples.
· Examples were rather simplistic and some bordered on the ridiculous, eg. ‘Paris Hilton is wealthy and she is often seen at parties. Therefore she is sociable and does not isolate herself’ and ‘Paris Hilton is seen following the latest fashion trends and yet she is not happy. This shows that wealth does not bring about happiness’. Huh??!!
· Examples involving the candidates’ personal experiences, friends, family and the entire clan should not feature in the AQ. Examples must be factual, not anecdotal.
· Misinterpretation of Monbiot’s view as ‘poverty brings happiness’. Note that Monbiot does not assert this (ref to Passage A, l.10).
· Weak development of points – many students merely summarised what is already mentioned in the passages and did not discuss or evaluate the issues.

Answers must fulfil the following criteria:
· Requirements

· Explanation

· Evaluation

· Coherence

Requirements

R1 – 
What is your view?
R2 – 
Justify your answer by examining the issues raised by both writers

R3 – 
Support your discussion with specific examples from your own experiences and observations

Suggested approach

R1  
· The opening statement provides the writers’ views. Which view do you subscribe to?

· Students are expected to state their views clearly.

· They should ideally acknowledge that both writers have a point.

· If students choose to side with one writer, they should still acknowledge the validity of the other writer’s views.
R2
· Pick any two issues that the writers mention to support their views which are given in the opening statement.
· Students need to examine the views for validity, sweeping generalisations etc. 
· While there a number of possible issues (as shown below), students should pick those which they can substantiate with concrete examples from the real world.
Issues raised in Passage A

Wealth causes misery
· The more wealth we possess, the more isolated we become and in trying to keep them out of our lives, we isolate/ restrict the freedom of the less well-off (l.20, para 3 and 4)
· Wealth is gained/ enjoyed at the expense of human relationships (l.32–34) and the technological advances that we enjoy due to wealth worsen this (l.47–48)
· Plenty of evidence suggests that as we become richer, we become less content with ourselves (l.35–36, para 5)
· The damage our growing economies inflict upon the environment (l.53–54)

Issues raised in Passage B

The rich make our society infinitely better

· Setting new frontiers in every field, improvements in goods and services (para 3)
· Investments by the rich generate more economic activity and in turn more prosperity and more affordable choices for the rest of us (para 4)
· The rich champion social causes (para 5)

· Wealth allows us to have a wide range of experiences and broadens our perspectives, leading to a more tolerant society (para 6)

R3

Provide examples to support your discussion of the two issues that you have chosen. These examples should not be exclusively from Singapore since the question does not ask for a specific reference to your country.
Sample answer

**Students should be encouraged to use more phrases like the highlighted ones which are evidence of Evaluation (EV) or examination of the writers’ views.
	R1

I agree with Odone that the rich can make a difference to society in many ways. Despite her idealistic outlook, she does concede that this does not apply to all rich people, but only to a few of them. While Monbiot is correct to point out that wealth has some potential to cause misery, both for those who possess it as well as those who do not. However, although he acknowledges that poverty does not bring about happiness, I feel that Monbiot has a rather pessimistic view of wealth.

R2 + R3 (Option1) – from Passage A

Odone points out that the desire to attain wealth can set new frontiers in every field and bring about improvements in goods and services (Passage B, para 3) which the rest of society benefits from. Indeed, the pursuit of wealth can spur entrepreneurs to put in much effort and unleash their creativity as they compete for the consumer dollar. This results in cutting-edge innovations in various fields which bring about much positive impact in many aspects of life. While some may argue that the original intention of these entrepreneurs may not be so altruistic or noble, society still has much to gain. For example, Hyflux, a water treatment system company in Singapore, is the first water treatment system company to be listed on the Singapore Stock Exchange in 2003 and in 2006, Hyflux was honoured at the Global Water Awards as the Water Company of the Year. It is known for its continual research and development in developing water utilities plants  and is the main driver behind the technology for Singapore's water recycling plants, whose output has been named "NEWater”. The development of Newater is especially important to Singapore as it provides us with an additional source of water supply and reduces the decades-long dependence on Malaysia for the import of water. One may, however, argue that only individuals or societies that are wealthy can afford these innovations and the benefits do not trickle down to those who cannot afford them.

R2 + R3 (Option2) – from Passage A
Odone notes that ‘there are plenty of rich with a social conscience’ (Passage B, l.41). The wealthy have the resources to help the less fortunate and when they do so, the benefits can be far-reaching. This can range from wealthy individuals helping the poor to developed countries providing aid to less developed countries. For example, Bill Gates, chairman of the world’s largest software company Microsoft and the world’s richest man, has contributed to a number of philanthropic endeavors by donating large amounts of money to various charitable organizations and scientific research programmes through the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. However, it must be noted that not all rich people or countries are so forthcoming in helping the less fortunate. Developed nations have been criticised for their reluctance to provide adequate for the poorer nations. For example, despite a pledge at the 2005 G8 summit by the world's leading economies to tackle world poverty by doubling the amount of aid by 2010, the amount of aid provided fell by 2.7% in 2006
R2 + R3 – from Passage B
Monbiot argues that ‘plenty of evidence suggests that as we become richer, we become less content with ourselves’ (Passage B, l.35–36). We become preoccupied with the accumulation of material possessions and this leads to constant dissatisfaction and a never-ending desire for new and better things. This can be seen from the speed at which people desire and rush to acquire the latest gadgets such as the iPod nano or the latest designer bags as soon as they are available. Monbiot is right to point out that there are people who make themselves unhappy with their insatiable desire for material goods and fall prey to advertising tactics, but these might be extreme cases. Most people, I believe, are rational beings who enjoy the material benefits that wealth can bring about without adopting such compulsive behaviour or being constantly dissatisfied with what they have, although the lure of material goods is always there.




Student’s answer A

	I believe that wealth can have both beneficial and detrimental effects on the individual, and these two writers seem to sum up my views from both sides of the argument. While I agree with Monbiot that wealth does not equate to happiness, I also agree with Odone when she states that the rich can make our society better through certain acts.

Acquiring a certain financial status does not mean one will become content and happy. As Monbiot suggests, “as we become richer, we become less content with ourselves” (lines 35–36). This is due to our incessant greed and desire for more products, and when we have the financial means to do it, then there should be nothing holding us back. I have often seen in Indonesia that Nokia promotes a new and presumably better mobile phone model every three months, and everyone doe buy it or trade in their old models in the bid to obtain something newer and better. Likewise, companies will continue to expand their product range, like from the iPod, to the iPod Mini, to the iPod Nano, because they are fully aware consumers would want it and are willing to buy it. When something seemingly better shows up, so does the desire to obtain it, even if it is unnecessary. We never are truly happy with what we have.

Besides that, I agree with Odone when she states that the rich can make society infinitely better. This is more obviously seen in the “philanthropists who build schools and fund arts grants” (lines 42–43) and other professionals who sacrifice their time and money for others. The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation is one of the largest charity organisations in the world helping various causes, and affluent people like Angelina Jolie and the late Princess Diana have raised awareness and money, and donated even more to their respective causes. Many rich people are “generous” and in their selfless deeds they do make society infinitely better.

As such, there are many ways to consider the effects of wealth on an individual. It could have a negative impact or inspire people to do good, which is why I agree with both authors on this issue.

Dimira Elfirida Tambunan, CG 3B/05

Marks: 5/6


Student’s answer B
	I agree with Monbiot that “wealth actually causes misery” (lines 13–14). Based on Passage A, paragraph 4, lines 35–36, Monbiot mentioned that as we have more money, we will begin to desire even more. This is very obvious based on observation in the Singapore society. Singapore has been growing economically well in recent years and more and more people are able to afford the 5Cs, but the recent survey done by a British institution which was published in the Readers’ Digest, showed that Singapore ranked first as the unhappiest people in Asia. Thus, this shows that wealth does not necessarily bring satisfaction and happiness, but can lead to pressures in life which is one of the causes that lead to unhappiness in Singaporeans.

Apart from that, Passage B, paragraph 4, lines 36–38 show that one of the benefits of wealth is that society gets more access to more material goods. I do not agree with Odone’s views as these material goods will aggravate human desires, especially causing the poor to yearn for something that is hardly achievable. This will make the poor suffer even more. Based on my experience, there are many people in Singapore who desire these material goods which eventually causes them to fall into the “new poor” category, For instance, these people, especially the young adults, use their credit cards to obtain such luxuries which they are not really able to afford and this results in debts owed to the banks. This eventually burdens their lives as they need to work even harder to pay off the accumulated debts. Thus, wealth does not really benefit everyone and sometimes exploits the poor as wealth will tempt them with more desires and wants.

Lee Chen Ee, CG 25/07

Marks: 5/6
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