1) SIZE MATTERS:
1) alienates/outcasts

-monster (Lilliput)

-non-human toy/doll/animal

-if you’re big, you’re feared; if you’re small, you’re a curiosity

-fear of the unknown? Threat of the unfamiliar and different?

2) size=power of lack thereof

-man-mountain vs mannequin (‘mannikin’)

-god-like in Lilliput vs constant fear/bullying in Brobdingnag

-no dignity or respect, demote to animal and freak show (dehumanized!)

3) lack of size compensated by

-a)technology (Lilliputians control Gulliver; Gulliver’s gunpowder over Brobdingnag)

-b)political scheming in court

-c)pride/confidence/arrogance

-a case of mind of matter for 3b) and c)? of the internal to compensate for external? Diminishment in physical size (shrunken) has to be compensated by an inflation of ego/pride. Think Lilliputians, and Gulliver’s pride of England in front of Brobdingnagian king; a case of I may be small in physical size, but I am BIG ‘elsewhere’!...the desire to measure up and regain some self-esteem? Inferiority in one aspect has to be compensated by superiority (even an evil one) in another aspect.

4)impact on morality

-physical smallness= narrow-minded, petty nature..pride! Making a big issue out of trivial small things? Think the egg-war in Lilliput

-physical bigness=big-hearted, peace loving, harmonious, no room for evil (gunpowder rejection)

5)affects perception

Degeneration or deflation of:

-the norm made grotesque 
)

-beautiful made ugly

) small see BIG

-simple made complex
) over exposure; magnified vision

-normal made abnormal
)

-tend to see things simply(black/white)…good?
) BIG see small

-the heroic made a joke



)

2) Passage-based Qn on Laputians:

Physical appearance:

-‘singular’ appearance
= uniform throughout, no individuality, not unique, dehumanized, robots?

-at odds with scientific creativity that thrives on differences and non-conformity, breaking out of the mould

-eyes

=inward….self-absorbed

=upward…fixation towards stars/astronomy for guidance? Primitive science? Or is this even science?

-oblivious to what’s below, infront, outside? Disconnectedness with reality. Shut up in one’s own ivory tower

-blind to own problems/reality…handicapped

-clothes

Sun, moon, star

-magical, out-of-this-world effect? Little grip on reality

-the elusive and unreachable?

-the problems engaged in are impractical, not of immediate concerns?

-heads reclined to right/left

Deformity?

Imbalance btw reality and abstraction?

Behaviour

Flappers

-danger of falling or bumping into things

-activate buttons on them to activate senses= robots/machines! (irony: in engaging in science, become a product of science!)

-dependent on flappers to function…like child or handicapped!

-reversal of roles btw master and slave

-science cripples and imprisons instead of enabling/empowers/liberates! Imprisoned in own thoughts (ironic reversal?)
-trapped in a process of inertia and paralysis

-no action

-short attention span, constantly switched back to thinking mode

-link with reality transitory

-cannot hold conversation…disconnected with reality

-a brand of science that never delivers final product, always trapped at the thinking or planning stage, not translatable into reality

-e.g. beheld Gulliver in ‘wonder’ at start, yet very soon forgot about his existence

Discrimination

-labelled ‘vulgar’….’shouting’(note diction)

-little tolerance/acceptance of those not like them…deviants?

-position in social hierarchy determined by intensity/level of one’s speculative thinking

-reversal of normality? The fool made wise?!

-abnormal or ridiculous become ‘better quality’

-normal made ‘foreign’ and ‘vulgar’

-scientific hubris that led to this? Swift’s veiled criticism? 

